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The Medical Library Association and 
Medical Research* 


By SanrorpD V. Larkey, M.D. 


Director and Librarian 
Welch Medical Library, The Johns Hapkins University 
Baltimore, Maryland 


A: THIS time I would like to speak of something that is of great concern 
to this Association and to each of us individually, that is, our role in the whole 
field of medical research. I feel that what we do, and above all, what we could 
do, is of vital importance to research. But I also feel that the vital nature of our 
potential contribution is not sufficiently understood or appreciated and that 
this failure of understanding represents a serious threat to the advancement of 
scientific knowledge. 

The part we play in the research effort—the bibliographical side—is certainly 
an activity to which we as librarian-bibliographers devote the major part of our 
time and effort and from which we get our greatest satisfaction, although often 
tempered with considerable frustration. I know we also appreciate the important 
part this Association has taken in the efforts to improve the bibliographical aids 
to research. We spend a great deal of time and effort on this problem, in discus- 
sions and in committee work, and, as a matter of fact, many of the topics we 
will take up at this meeting have a direct or indirect relation to the subject. I 
think we can justly be proud of what our Association has done, but here too we 
must admit some feeling of frustration. 

There have been some significant steps forward in the past few years, but we 
are still far short of our goal, the creation of more ideal bibliographical tools and 
the better integration of our activities in the total research effort. This is a prob- 
lem that concerns all learning and all the sciences. Many phases of our own 
problem must be looked at from this over-all viewpoint. I will summarize some 
of the developments since our last meeting, only briefly, since you will hear 
most of the details during the meeting, but I want to emphasize the adverse 
conditions, and I want to emphasize particularly those adverse conditions af- 
fecting medical research, and then offer some ideas as to how this Association 
can work to counteract these conditions. 

Now, though, to have a glance at the good side of the picture. The problem 


* Presidential address, 49th Annual Meeting, Medical Library Association, Boston, Mas- 
sachusetts, June 20, 1950. 
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has been attacked from many sides. One approach has been from the point of 
view of bibliography as a whole, covering all realms of learning. Last year we 
had the great privilege of hearing at our annual banquet Dr. Luther Evans’ 
brilliant paper (1), which told of the immensity of the whole undertaking and of 
the comprehensive effort needed for its solution. Since then we have had the 
next step, the UNESCO/Library of Congress Bibliographical Survey which is 
a working paper for a proposed international conference on bibliography. An- 
other development at this upper level is the founding of the new journal, A meri- 
can Documentation, under the sponsorship of the American Documentation 
Institute. 

Another approach has been from the point of view of science as a whole. Last 
June UNESCO held an International Conference on Science Abstracting. You 
have already had in the BULLETIN (2) Mrs. Eileen R. Cunningham’s report on 
this Conference and on the meeting of the Coordinating Committee on Medical 
and Biological Abstracting. Mrs. Cunningham will report further on these con- 
ferences during the meeting. I think that those of us who attended these con- 
ferences felt that good progress was made and a firm foundation laid for further 
advances. Following a recommendation of the UNESCO Conference, the Na- 
tional Research Council last November convened a conference to discuss the 
UNESCO proposals. Dr. Bronk, Chairman of the National Research Council 
and now President of the National Academy of Sciences, pointed out the wide 
implications of the whole problem of communication, including publication as 
well as bibliography. The discussions stressed the lack of financial support as a 
major cause of our present difficulties and the importance of research on the 
needs of the future and on the means to meet these needs. The deliberations at 
this meeting and the studies suggested are significant beginnings, at a high level. 

The Government has also shown increasing interest. Our national libraries— 
the Library of Congress, the Army Medical Library, and the Library of the De- 
partment of Agriculture—are all working on various phases. You all are prob- 
ably familiar with what the Army Medical Library is doing, as you heard last 
year of the work of the Committee of Consultants for the Study of Indexes to 
Medical Literature and of the research project at the Johns Hopkins University, 
sponsored by the Army Medical Library. You will hear later from Major 
Rogers of some of the plans for the Current List. 

Many of the departments of the Government are concerned about the prob- 
lems of bibliographical control, particularly of their own reports. Thus, the Re- 
search and Development Board has a very active Committee on Technical 
Information, and the Interdepartmental Committee on Scientific Research and 
Development is devoting a great deal of attention to the problem of coordinat- 
ing information activities in the various departments. There is not time to men- 
tion, except in passing, the separate information services in the individual de- 
partments and agencies, such as the State Department, the Atomic Energy 
Commission, the Public Health Service, and so on. 
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There is one very recent development that may be of tremendous significance, 
the establishment of the National Science Foundation. For among its functions 
are these: 


to foster the interchange of scientific information among scientists in the United States and 
foreign countries; to evaluate scientific research programs undertaken by Agencies of the 
Federal Government, and to correlate the Foundation’s scientific research programs with 
those undertaken by individuals and by public and private research groups. 


It is too early to tell how this program will be carried out and what it will mean 
in the whole picture. 

This is quite an impressive record for one year, and one would think that we 
were on the verge of great things. But the fact remains that, with a few excep- 
tions, there is totally inadequate financial support for bibliographical activities. 
As we have seen, many groups, and particularly the National Research Council, 
are becoming increasingly aware of this, but I do not think we have yet really 
tried to diagnose the underlying cause of this blind spot. We are willing to 
spend millions for research but are not willing to spend a proportionate amount 
to correlate this research. I believe the reason for this is that those responsible 
for planning and financing research fail to realize that the bibliographical side 
of research is an integral part of the whole research effort. By this I mean the 
entire bibliographical machinery, the various media of publication, libraries, 
trained librarians, and bibliographers, as well as the bibliographical services. 
All of these are just as important to research as are laboratories, scientific equip- 
ment, and trained scientists. 

This seems obvious to us, but the whole chain of reasoning seems obvious 
until we get to this last link. If we are willing to spend millions for research, we 
must think the research is worth doing; if it is worth doing, then the results are 
worth publishing. One would then think it would be worthwhile to be able to 
find what had been published. But let us look at the picture in science as a whole. 
It has been estimated that about 1,000,000 useful scientific articles are published 
yearly in some 50,000 scientific journals, and yet about one-half of these are 
never indexed or abstracted anywhere. So to all intents and purposes a half 
million articles are lost and the research represented might just as well not have 
been done. It does not take much figuring to translate this lost research into 
dollars in terms of salaries and hours of effort. Furthermore, this estimate does 
not take into account what is lost through inadequate coverage of indexing, 
either due to the limited scope of indexing or due to the inherent difficulties 
within the index. 

The situation in medicine is probably as bad or worse than in most of the 
other sciences. The field is more varied and complex and there is proportionately 
a greater number of publications. It is true that the quality of scientific con- 
tributions also shows a greater variance, but since we are actually unaware of 
a high percentage we have no yardstick to measure what we are losing. In 
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medicine we have developed some first-rate indexes and abstract journals but 
this has been achieved by almost single-handed effort and with the most meager 
financial support. We should be eternally grateful for what the unsung workers 
in our bibliographic services and in our libraries have done in the face of almost 
insurmountable odds, but we must realize that as more millions are spent for 
medical research—and they will be spent—the situation will get worse and may 
become catastrophic. Already the waste is staggering. It is the greatest example 
of waste in the history of research and the tragic thing is that it is preventable. 
These are matters of deep concern to us as medical librarians, but they are 
also matters of concern to all who have faith and hope in the benefits of 
medical research. I charge that by failing to give adequate support to this es- 
sential aspect of medical research those responsible are not only wasting millions 
of dollars but are jeopardizing the entire program of medical research. 

All of us in the field of medical research must share in this responsibility. One 
reason for the general lack of realization of the integral role of bibliographical 
research is, on the one hand, the lack of understanding of the research scientist 
as to what all this means to his own research, and, on the other hand, our own 
difficulty in working out the best methods of cooperative effort. While it is true 
that many individual scientists and some scientific bodies are deeply interested, 
there are few places in medicine where there is really productive cooperation 
between scientists and bibliographers. I feel that such cooperation from the 
ground up is essential if the bibliographical side is to achieve its proper place as 
a vital part of medical research. 

Perhaps we can learn something from one science, chemistry, which is far 
ahead of medicine in this respect. In 1948, The American Chemical Society set 
up a new division, the Division of Chemical Literature. This group had its be- 
ginning a few years earlier in a symposium on Technical Library Techniques. 
Shortly the interests of the group expanded and it became known as the Chemi- 
cal Literature Group. But all along it has been a common meeting ground for 
the research chemist and the librarian and bibliographer. The papers presented 
at meetings have covered all aspects of documentation but there has been great 
emphasis on abstracting and indexing, and particularly on the use of punched 
cards in bibliographical operations. As of the last report, last year, there were 
over 700 members of the Division. I think we need something like this in medi- 
cine. 

Why don’t we have it? The first question that naturally arises is— 
“Where?” There really is no organization in medical science comparable to the 
American Chemical Society in chemistry. One might think that the Division of 
Medical Sciences of the National Research Council might establish such a body. 
I feel confident that as time goes on the NRC will play an increasingly important 
part in this whole endeavor, but I feel that to achieve what the American Chem- 
ical Society has achieved we will need much wider participation of research 
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scientists and of librarian-bibliographers than would be possible in such an 
organization as the National Research Council. I hope that the various research 
societies in medicine will give consideration to this proposal. The Medical Li- 
brary Association, though, should take the lead in seeing that there is such a 
common meeting ground, either within its own organization or by acting jointly 
with other societies. The development of the plans for the future and the secur- 
ing of adequate financial support for them will take the combined efforts and 
thinking of all of us. 

In any event, we must strive to develop and maintain closer relations with 
our colleagues in medical research, as individuals and as an Association. We 
must devise methods of teamwork, in varying degrees, as fit our individual re- 
quirements. We must take care that our rightful concern about our own stand- 
ards and professional advancement does not lead us into isolation from those 
with whom we should be working. 

Any effective action in a large-scale, over-all plan will also require greater 
cooperation among libraries. While it is important that there be continued co- 
ordination with our great national libraries, I feel that there must be more 
mutual planning and effort among the individual private libraries of the coun- 
try and that we should not rely as solely on our national libraries as we have 
tended to do in the past. We must continue to support them and to demand of 
our Government that they be given proper budgets and buildings, but we must 
begin to carry our share of the burden. Perhaps you are thinking that we are 
already carrying an almost impossible burden, but when you think what we 
could do I believe you will agree that we are only on the threshold. Just as there 
will be need for study and planning for all libraries, so, I think, there should be 
study and re-definition of the purpose and functions of our national libraries. 

As an Association we will have to gear many of our operations and aims to 
new objectives, taking care, though, that we do not lose those humanistic values 
that we have treasured through the years. These are values that are apt to be 
neglected today, particularly in a practical science like medicine. I feel that we, 
as librarians, are less likely to pass by this side of our charge and, by keeping 
them in mind, can continue to enrich the study of medicine. 

The achievements and solutions of these questions in the years to come will 
depend a great deal on this Association and its members. We have been the 
leaders in this endeavor and we must so continue. 


1. Evans, Lutuer: Bibliography by cooperation, BULLETIN 37: 197-212, July, 1949, 
2. CUNNINGHAM, EILEEN R.: Medical and science abstracting; conclusions and recommen- 
dations from two international conferences, BULLETIN 38: 125-134, April, 1950. 





Medical Libraries and Librarianship in 
Great Britain* 


By Wi1am J. BisHop 
Librarian 

Wellcome Historical Medical Library 
London 


My, FIRST duty, Sir, is to tender my most sincere thanks to you and to 
the Program Committee of the Medical Library Association for inviting me to 
attend this Convention and to give an address. This invitation has given pleas- 
ure to the medical librarians of Great Britain, whose representative—albeit un- 
worthy—I have the honor to be, and it is certainly the greatest compliment I 
have ever received. My second duty and pleasure is to convey to you the fra- 
ternal greetings and best wishes of the Library Association and of its Medical 
Section. In the case of the Medical Section I think I should say filial greetings, 
because your Association has some claim—as I hope to show in the course of 
these remarks—to stand in loco parentis to our youthful organization. 

In the course of his inspiring address to our Section on 18th June 1948 Dr. ' 
Fulton (1) referred to the short-lived Medical Library Association of Great 
Britain which was founded in 1908 and came to an untimely end in 1911. Dr. 
Fulton’s account of this Association was necessarily brief as he was speaking 
about American libraries, but his remarks were of the greatest interest to the 
members of a new professional group which owes its origin and inspiration to a 
movement that originated forty years ago. The British Medical Library Asso- 
ciation had such a short life and left so few records of its activities that its very 
existence was unknown except to a few senior members of the profession. My 
own interest in the Association dates from the time when I became an assistant 
in the Library of the Royal College of Physicians of London twenty-six years ago 
and had the privilege of working under Mr. Horace M. Barlow, one of the 
founders of the Association. Mr. Barlow, who will be known to many of you as 
the compiler of the admirable printed Catalogue of the Library of the Royal Col- 
lege of Physicians issued in 1912, is one of the three surviving members of the old 
M. L. A., the others being Dr. T. P. C. Kirkpatrick, the eminent medical his- 
torian of Dublin, and Dr. I. Walker Hall, Emeritus Professor of Pathology and 
Bacteriology in the University of Bristol. 


* Read at the 49th Annual Meeting, Medical Library Association, Boston, Massachusetts, 
June 20, 1950. 
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In his address Dr. Fulton mentioned the ‘Proceedings of the Medical Library 
Association of Great Britain and Ireland,” which was published in 1909. This 
pamphlet is apparently very rare—and I do not mean “rare” in the sense in 
which booksellers use that overworked term. When a book is described as “‘ex- 
tremely rare” in a catalogue I invariably find that we have two copies of it; 
of works described as “unique”’ or “unrecorded” we usually have three copies. 
But that is by the way. 

Shortly after hearing Dr. Fulton’s address I met my old friend Mr. Barlow, 
who was able to give me his own account of the events of 1908-11, and he 
suggested that Dr. Kirkpatrick and Professor Walker Hall might be able to 
furnish further reminiscences. This proved to be the case, and with the informa- 
tion provided by these gentlemen and by a systematic perusal of the contem- 
porary journals it was not difficult to reconstruct the story of the rise and fall of 
the Medical Library Association of Great Britain and Ireland. This story con- 
cerns an interesting episode in the history of professional associations and is not 
without its lessons for us today. 

The genesis of the Association is described in a letter (dated 15th February 
1950) which I received from Dr. Walker Hall, who was for some years Professor 
of Pathology at the University of Manchester but who was in 1906 called to a 
similar chair at Bristol: 


When in 1906 I took up the post at Bristol after my sojourn in Manchester, I was very 
hampered by the lack of reference works in the Bristol Medical Library and, like my col- 
leagues, I had to journey to London again and again. 

The idea of exchanges occurred to me and I turned naturally to the Manchester Medical 
Library, whose shelves I knew so well. The Librarian there fell in with my thoughts and we 
launched the Medical Library Association. 

I approached Osler and he lent his support to the project. We held several meetings 
at the B. M. A. meetings and Osler gave addresses to very sparse but enthusiastic audiences. 
We obtained the concurrence of the provincial medical libraries but failed entirely to enlist 
the sympathies of the London librarians; they just did not see their way to let their books go 
out of their ken. At first we aimed at the exchange of journals and reference books. Our num- 
bers were few and nominal subscriptions difficult to renew. Osler helped in many ways. He 
would write to me from Rome or Dresden, etc., and tell me of volumes that we ought to secure, 
but we had no funds available. At that time, the provincial libraries were building up their 
stocks and we could not get the reference books etc. without the aid of London. So the project 
began to collapse. The removal of the Librarian at Manchester left me in the air. I had not the 
time or facilities to carry on, so I just cleared outstanding owings and closed the effort. For- 
tunately, at that time the B. M. A. Library accumulated the type of works that most of us 
wished to consult and the Library Committee allowed members to take out books, etc., for 
short periods. The 1914 war and Osler’s decease finally dashed my hopes. 

We put in a lot of spade work, evoking discussion at scientific meetings, etc. The proposals 
earned blessings but no manna... Bye the bye, I just remember that Maude Abbott was 
very helpful in our early stages. She gave us many ideas and infused us with enthusiasm. .. . 


The first positive step in the formation of the Association was taken at the 
time of the British Medical Association’s annual meeting at Sheffield in July 
1908, when a preliminary conference of library representatives was held. By the 
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courtesy of my friend Mr. W. R. Le Fanu I am able to give the text of a circular 
letter which was sent to the leading medical libraries on behalf of the Provi- 
sional Committee. The copy preserved at the Royal College of Surgeons was 
sent to Mr. Victor Plarr, Mr. Le Fanu’s predecessor as Librarian. The letter was 
signed by Dr. C. King Rudge, Honorary Librarian of the Bristol Medical Li- 
brary and a Colleague of Professor Walker Hall. 


BrisToL MEDICAL LIBRARY 
University College, 
Bristol 
3rd October 1908 
Dear Sir, 

Further to the preliminary conference of Library representatives held at Sheffield, we shall 
be glad if you will put the following conditions before your Committee for their considera- 
tion. 

1. An Association of British Medical Libraries shall be formed. Its objects shall be the 
exchange of research and medical literature and the fostering of medical libraries. It shall 
hold meetings and it shall be within its scope to discuss any matter referred to it by its mem- 
bers, to confer with publishers, to increase the facilities for library reference work, and to 
arrange for conferences of its members as to the purchase of medical and scientific publica- 
tions. 

2. The subscription to the Association shall be 10/— per annum, but it shall be a part of 
the arranged constitution that libraries may join the Association with restricted privileges 
upon payment of a smaller subscription. 

3. It is a suggestion that each library joining upon the full privilege subscription shall 
furnish the Secretary of the Association with a catalogue of its magazines and books and shall 
agree to loan to any other library belonging to the Association any of its books or magazines 
(except rare and otherwise described in the constitution of the Association) at a charge of 
twopence per volume for each period of fourteen days. The borrowing library shall be respon- 
sible for the value of the books until returned and for the in and out carriage. At the end of 
each year, the librarian of each library shall send an account of its charges to the Secretary 
of the Association, and he will act as a “clearing house” and apportion, collect, and distribute 
the charges and receipts to the libraries concerned. 

4. It is a further suggestion that Mr. A. E. Clayton of the Medical Library, Manchester 
University shall act as Secretary pro tem. 

We would point out that these proposals are based upon the view that more good will be 
accomplished by an Association of Medical Libraries than by an Association of Librarians. 
The librarians of all the associated libraries would naturally be nominated as representatives 
of their committees, and they would then be able to act for the Committees, while an associa- 
tion of Librarians would only make suggestions. 

Under the term “restricted privileges” would be included those libraries whose Committees, 
while desirous of joining the proposed Association, do not wish to exchange books or periodi- 
cals. 

My Committee would be glad to hear of your intention to join the proposed Association 
when formed, and if the intimation could be made at an early date, certain formalities could 
be gone through at once. In such a case, a meeting of those interested would be called during 
this month. 

Yours faithfully, 
C. Kinc Rupce 
Hon. Librarian 


The letter bears an endorsement in Mr. Plarr’s hand: “‘Will join with restricted 
privileges.” 
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The next step was taken at a meeting held at Leeds on 9th January 1909, as 
appears from the following letter to Mr. Plarr, which is also preserved in the 
Library of the Royal College of Surgeons: 


MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
The University, 
Manchester 
January 15th 1909 
Dear Sir, 

At a meeting of representatives of British Medical Libraries held in the Leeds School of 
Medicine on the 9th inst., it was unanimously agreed to form a Medical Library Associa- 
tion. 

A Provisional Committee was appointed to draw up the Constitution and rules of the 
Association and to report to the next meeting, which will probably be held at Belfast—July 
next (in connection with the Annual Meeting of the B. M. Association). 

The following names were proposed for the Provisional Committee and we were instructed 
to ask if you will consent to serve in that capacity. It is hoped that the work of the Committee 
may be entirely conducted by correspondence :— 

President: W. Os Ler (Oxford) 
Committee: E. J. MCWEENEY (Dublin) 
J. F. Payne (Harveian Librarian, R.C.P. London) 
Victor PrLarR (Librarian, R.C.S. Engl.) 
J. Ritcure (Edinburgh) 
C. Kino RupcE (Bristol) 
J. Lorrarn SmitH (Manchester) 
Hon. Secs. 1. WALKER HALt (Bristol) 
C. E. A. Ctayton (Librarian, Manchester Med. Soc.) 
We enclose a leaflet explaining some of the objects and advantages of the Association. 
Yours faithfully, 
I. WALKER HALL = 
CuTHBERT E. A. CLAyTon }Secs. 
Victor Plarr, Esq., 
Royal College of Surgeons, 
S.W. 


The following is the text of the leaflet mentioned in this letter: 


PROPOSED MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Some of the Objects and Advantages 


. Intercourse of those interested in Medical Library work and the discussion of matters 
and subjects associated with the fostering and care of libraries. 

. Diffusion of information as to the branches of medical literature especially catered for 
at different centres, and as to the value of the various books and new periodicals 
which are issued from time to time. 

. The promotion of measures whereby a larger number of practitioners in each centre 
may be induced to utilise the library facilities of each district. 

. The consideration of matters connected with the present rapid increase of periodicals, 
and of questions of publication of books. 

. The opening up of better chances of employment to library assistants. By such means, 
there would be an inducement to parents to put their boys to permanent occupation 
and the librarians would be able to have better material for training. 

. The exchange of duplicate books and periodicals. 


When the Association is formed it is hoped that a certain number of the libraries in- 
terested will join together to form a circle for the loan of their research and other litera- 





WILLIAM J. BISHOP 


ture. Such loan of books could be paid for at an agreed upon rate and means could be 
found whereby certain apparent difficulties could be got over. Such an arrangement al- 
ready is in existence in Sweden and the practical working offers no insuperable difficulty. 

It is proposed that a provisional Committee should draw up a Constitution and rules 
and submit them within the next few months. 


The Inaugural Meeting of the newly formed Medical Library Association of 
Great Britain and Ireland was duly held at Queen’s University, Belfast, on 
Wednesday, 28th July 1909, and was attended by twenty-seven members. 
Osler, the President, gave a characteristic address which was subsequently 
printed under the title of “Remarks on the Medical Library in Post-graduate 
Work” and which is well known to all of you (2). As laid down by Professor 
Osler and finally adopted, the objectives of the Association were as follows: 


1. To bring together those engaged in or interested in medical libraries and medical 

literature, and for the discussion of matters associated with their fostering and care. 

. To maintain an exchange for the distribution of duplicate books and periodicals. 

. To increase the facilities for reference work. 

. To encourage the study of medical history. 

. To issue publications dealing with library work. 

. To form a library union amongst those of the medical libraries between which the 
exchange of books can be arranged. 


In conjunction with the Belfast meeting, which coincided with the 77th An- 
nual Meeting of the B. M. A., an exhibition of medical manuscripts, books, 
photographs of libraries, etc., was held in the engineering drawing-room of the 


University from 27th to 30th July, under the curatorship of Professor Walker 
Hall and Mr. Cuthbert Clayton, the Hon. Secretaries of the Association. The 
exhibition was divided into seven sections and included fourteenth century 
manuscripts, incunabula, many rare early English items, and an exceptionally 
fine collection of books by Irish authors. Osler lent two interesting collections of 
books relating to Servetus and Ulrich von Hutten (3). 

Reference has already been made to the ‘Proceedings of the Medical Library 
Association of Great Britain and Ireland,” which appeared at this time as a 
pamphlet of eight pages. This was printed at Manchester and is described as 
Vol. 1, pt. 1, 1909. It contains the Constitution, a list of 32 members, and a re- 
port of the Belfast meeting. Osler’s presidential address was printed in the 
British Medical Journal of 2nd October 1909. The reprint (London, 1909) is 
called on its cover Vol. 1, pt. 2 of the Proceedings and is paged 9-19 consecu- 
tively with the above. No further parts were issued (4). 

On the activities of the Association between the time of the Belfast meeting 
in July 1909 and the second meeting in July 1910 history is silent. The corre- 
spondence columns of The Lancet of July 9, 1910, contained the following letter: 
Sir,—By the kind permission of the British Medical Association, the second annual meeting 


of the Medical Library Association, under the presidency of Professor W. Osler, will be held 
at London University during the last week in July. Two short sessions will be held on the 
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mornings of July 27th and 28th, at which papers will be read dealing with matters likely to be 
of practical interest and assistance to medical librarians, members of library committees, and 
readers. 

It is also intended to hold a bibliographical exhibition in connexion with the meeting, as 
this proved such a successful feature of the meeting held in Belfast last year, and we shall be 
glad to receive offers of loans to illustrate the following sections of the exhibition 

1. Incunabula 
2. Books by London medical men up to 1600 
3. Photographs of, and papers relating to medical libraries 
4. Special collections, etc. 
We are, Sir, yours faithfully, 
I. WALKER HALtt, M.D. Vict. 
Pathological Department, University of Bristol;| Joint Hon. 
CuTHBERT E. A. CLAYTON, Secretaries. 
Medical Library, University of Manchester. 


A further note on the program appeared in the Lancet of July 23 (p. 246) anda 
full report of the annual meeting was printed in the issue of August 20 (p. 582). 

The Annual Meeting itself was held in the Library of the Royal College of 
Surgeons on July 26th, under the presidency of Professor Osler. “After the 
transaction of some formal business the future work of the Association was dis- 
cussed, and amongst other things it was decided to set in hand at once the prep- 
aration of the list of periodicals in the British medical libraries, offers of assist- 
ance having been received from all parts of the kingdom.” 

On 27th July an open meeting was held at the old College of Science, South 
Kensington. Osler in a brief speech made reference to the different types of medi- 
cal libraries in the British Isles, and to the réle of the Association in bringing 
about greater cooperation among them. He appealed to those present to do what 
they could to increase the membership of the Association. 

Mr. Victor Plarr read a paper on “‘The Catalogue of the Library of the Royal 
College of Surgeons of England” (5). This paper is a delightful exposition of the 
spirit of librarianship and contains some most amusing anecdotes. 

The second session was held on 28th July, under the chairmanship of Mr. 
Plarr. Mr. C. R. Hewitt, librarian of the Royal Society of Medicine, read a 
paper on ‘‘The Organisation of a Medical Library.’”’ An address on the Medical 
Library Association itself was given by Mr. H. M. Barlow, Assistant Librarian 
of the Royal College of Physicians. The final paper, by Mr. Archibald L. Clarke, 
Assistant Editor and Cataloguer at the Royal Society of Medicine, dealt with 
the abstracting of medical and scientific literature. 

The papers of Messrs. Hewitt and Clarke were not published, but Mr. Bar- 
low’s address (which was written at the instigation of Osler) is extant. It is a 
detailed exposition of the views of a young practising librarian who was a 
founder-member and was in close touch with all the parties concerned (6). After 
setting out the objectives of the Association as stated by Osler in his inaugural 
address, Mr. Barlow notes that such an ambitious scheme may not receive the 
support it deserves even from librarians themselves, and asks two questions: 
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1) “Of what use to our library can such an organization be?” and 2) “‘Consider- 
ing the limitations of its scope, medical libraries being few, with what success is 
it likely to be attended?” 

These questions are answered by reference to the history and achievements 
of the Association of Medical Librarians of the United States. Mr. Barlow re- 
calls that only eight persons attended the first meeting of the M. L. A. in May 
1898 and that the lofty ideals and enthusiasm of Dr. Gould, the Chairman, were 
not shared by all. ‘The forces of retrogression are ever paramount where apathy 
exists and sympathy is wanting.” One librarian deemed the scheme “‘theoreti- 
cally fine, but practically impossible,” and said that he deprecated the promo- 
tion of any more associations unless something definite could be attained there- 
by. It is recorded, incidentally, that this librarian afterwards became President 
of the Association. Mr. Barlow showed how the American Association grew 
until the ninth meeting in 1906 (the last at the time of writing) when the at- 
tendance was 19 and 6 new members were elected. The Association consisted at 
that time of 64 libraries, 44 individual and 2 honorary members—a total of 110. 
“Tt is firmly established and its future success is assured.’’—a prognosis which 
has been amply fulfilled by the growth and achievements of the M. L. A. in the 
last forty years. 

An account of the Medical Library Association’s Exchange system leads 
up to the suggestion that the adoption of a similar exchange by the British 
Association would be a sound and useful object and one which would in itself, 
apart from the even more worthy principle of stimulating the medical library 
movement generally, answer the question “Of what use can such an organisa- 
tion be?” ; 

In considering the third objective which the Association had set for itself— 
to increase the facilities for reference work—the writer states that no two 
branches of medical science have been more neglected in Great Britain than 
bibliography and history. Allusion is made to the diatribe on the sad state of 
medical libraries in London contained in a review of Sir John Forbes Manual 
of Select Medical Bibliography (1835) which appeared in The Lancet of April 
23, 1836 (7). 

“In glancing over the long list of valuable works registered by Dr. Forbes, 
regret must be strongly felt that the majority of the medical profession are 
quite excluded from the advantages of resort to their pages... . 

“The Library of the Royal College of Physicians contains many old works 
of great value, bequeathed to the present Fellows by the departed men of 
science, who unfortunately left them not a shred of their mantles. This College 
asserts formally that physiology and medicine are now complete; and very 
consistently purchases nothing that modern writers produce. ... The Library 
of the Royal College of Surgeons, when open, was, with the exception, perhaps, 
of Radcliffe’s Library in Oxford, and the Library of the Medical Society in 
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Edinburgh, the best in this country.” Nevertheless the reviewer goes on to de- 
plore the fact that in the years 1831-33, when the greatest accession was made 
to the library, only £430 a year were expended on that department of the 
establishment,—“ . . . about one thirtieth of the total expenditure, one seventh 
of the fees paid to the Council and Examiners, considerably less than the salary 
of a worthless secretary, and only twice the amount of the College dinners, 
‘expenses of venison under royal warrants,’ eked out with coffee and muffins.” 
With regard to the Library of the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society we 
are told that “It is only lately that any French Journals have been taken; no 
German, or Italian, or any other continental medical journals, besides the 
French is now received. Only a minority of modern works, and those slowly, 
are procured.” 

I cannot devote much time to the consideration of the present state of 
medical libraries in Great Britain, but I must offset this dismal picture by 
giving you a few facts about our foremost medical library, that of the Royal 
Society of Medicine, which is, as you know, the lineal descendant of the old 
Medical and Chirurgical Society referred to above. This great library contains 
200,000 volumes covering the whole range of medicine and the allied sciences. 
The average strength of the library staff is 26. The following figures which rep- 
resent yearly averages taken over the post-war period, may interest you: 
Readers in the library, 40,000; Books borrowed, 56,500; Parcels of books sent 
by post, 22,000; Photostatic copies of articles supplied, 2,500 (this represents 
some 20,000 separate negatives; it does not include photostats and microfilms 
prepared by the special Photographic Unit which deals with all requests from 
overseas); Bibliographies and Lists of References supplied, 2,200 (varying 
from lists of half a dozen items up to a bibliography of 600 items on prefrontal 
lobotomy); Translated Abstracts, 400. The Library receives about 1,200 cur- 
rent journals and second and third sets of about 300 major journals are taken; 
about 2,000 books and 1,000 pamphlets are catalogued, and about 1,500 cata- 
logue revisions are made annually. 

To return to Mr. Barlow’s address, it appears that, although medical li- 
braries had grown in size and general efficiency by the year 1910, the state of 
medical bibliography still left much to be desired. One of the greatest needs was 
felt to be for a union catalogue of the medical libraries of London. Mr. Barlow’s 
proposal was that the five principal libraries (those of the Royal Colleges of 
Physicians and Surgeons, Medical Society of London, Royal Society of Medi- 
cine, and British Medical Association) should each send its author catalogue 
to press, providing for a few copies to be printed on one side of the paper only. 
Each library would take copies of these special sheets and would cut out and 
paste on to cards all the entries for such of its lacunae as were to be found in 
the others. In facing up to the problem of who is to do the work, Mr. Barlow 
asks: ‘“‘Where is there an active medical library the immediate needs alone of 
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which do not already tax to the highest degree the strength and energy of its 
keepers?”’—a veritable cri du coeur which will appeal to every one of my audience. 
It was suggested that the value of the scheme would make it well worth while 
to secure the services of a specially paid bibliographer, and that the furtherance 
of the project might fall within the scope of the Medical Library Association. 
Even in those days there was evidently some friendly cooperation between the 
London medical libraries, and readers were often referred from one to the 
other ‘“‘despite the terrible feeling of the tradesman that in pointing out the 
wares of another he runs the risk of losing his customer.” 

After a fitting tribute to the Surgeon-General’s Catalogue—“‘A Gargantuan 
accomplishment besides which the efforts of all other medical bibliographers 
are Lilliputian”—there is a suggestion that the British Museum should be 
persuaded to print a separate catalogue of the medical works in the national 
library. If this catalogue were then incorporated with the records of the hold- 
ings of the five larger medical libraries bibliographical resources in London 
would reach the maximum of efficiency. In putting forward his suggestions for 
the building up of a great union catalogue, Mr. Barlow had no space in which 
to consider details, and it was obvious that there would be an enormous amount 
of duplication and wasted effort unless the whole project were highly centralized 
—unless in fact, as suggested by Mr. Barlow, the work was entrusted to a 
whole-time medical bibliographer working with an adequate staff. The sug- 
gestion is very interesting because it still remains a dream of medical librarians 
in London and has, in fact, been revived quite recently. With the passing of 
forty years there have been many changes in the situation, and it may well be 
doubted whether the necessity for a union catalogue of books on such a scale 
is as great as that for more catalogues and union lists of periodical holdings. 
That a union catalogue of books would be useful cannot be denied, but its 
greatest usefulness would probably be to the medical historians; most librarians 
I think would agree that their most difficult problem at the present day is the 
indexing and locating of the ever growing number of journals. 

Mr. Barlow then takes up the sixth of the objectives set before the new Asso- 
ciation, that for an interlibrary loan scheme and emphasises the value of co- 
operation between medical men themselves. In this connection he refers to a 
scheme of this nature which was operated by the Denver Public Library, in 
collaboration with the Colorado Medical Library Association. “‘With such un- 
exceptional objects—objects all having the additional merit of being within 
reach of accomplishment, the success of the Medical Library Association, we 
think, is assured.” 

Unfortunately, this optimism was doomed to disappointment. Dr. Kirk- 
patrick informed me that during the Summer of 1910 he received from Mr. 
Clayton the draft of a circular letter which was to be sent to librarians asking 
for help in the preparation of a union list of medical periodicals in British 
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libraries. When Harvey Cushing was writing his Life of Osler he was informed 
by Professor Walker Hall that considerable progress was made with this proj- 
ect, but interest flagged and it had to be dropped (8). It may have been the 
knowledge of this abortive attempt which stimulated Professor R. T. Leiper 
and his assistants to compile the valuable List of Periodicals of Medicine and 
the Allied Sciences in British Libraries which was published by the British 
Medical Association in 1923. An important factor in the dissolution of the 
Association appears to have been the disappearance from the scene of Mr. 
Cuthbert Clayton, one of the two Honorary Secretaries, who resigned from 
his post as Librarian of the Manchester Medical Society in 1912. At the con- 
clusion of his inaugural address Osler, who knew as much as any man about 
these matters, said that the success or failure of any new organization invariably 
depends upon the zeal and efforts of one or two men. In the case of the M. L. A. 
he said that almost the whole burden of work and organization lay upon the 
two founder-members and joint honorary secretaries, Dr. Walker Hall and Mr. 
Clayton. It seems that apart from a few enthusiasts the idea of the association 
did not appeal to many. One very important factor is that forty years ago there 
were very few trained, full-time librarians in medical libraries. In many medical 
societies and hospitals the idea still prevailed (indeed it is not yet dead) that 
anybody could look after a library. The task was often assigned to a secretary 
or clerk, or the library received such little attention as some harassed honorary 
official could afford to bestow upon it. Things have improved since that day, 
under the compelling influence of the vast growth in the amount and com- 
plexity of medical literature, so that when we came to found our Medical Sec- 
tion in 1947 there was a much greater potential membership. 

In my opinion it was a great mistake to conceive of the M. L. A. as an asso- 
ciation of libraries rather than of librarians; people are more important than 
institutions. And it was hopeless to embark on such ambitious schemes before 
the ground had been prepared by bringing the librarians themselves together 
into a close-knit friendly group. Another important factor in the early demise 
of the M. L. A. was the undue prominence which its founders gave to the sub- 
ject of medical history. As the librarian of a historical library I yield to no one 
in admiration and support of that noble study; but surely it is not a prime 
function of a medical library association to foster the study of medical history. 
The majority of medical librarians have to deal with current literature and 
they ask for practical schemes and help in their task. It is true that inquiries 
of a historical nature form part of the daily routine in almost every medical 
library, but in most institutions they account for only a relatively small pro- 
portion of reference work. It is much easier to set up exhibitions of old medical 
books than it is to compile union catalogues of journals or to organize inter- 
loan schemes for medical libraries, but one cannot help feeling that if the com- 
mittee of the M. L. A. had devoted as much time and effort to the second class 
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of objects as they did to the first they might have met with more lasting support. 
Many of those who visited the exhibitions held in 1909 and 1910 at Belfast 
and Kensington must have thought “This is all very well, but it won’t help me 
very much when I get back home.” 

The two principal medical journals, the Lancet and the British Medical 
Journal, both gave their support and blessing to the young association as did 
your own Aesculapian and BULLETIN (9). The Library Association then as 
now catered mainly for the needs of public librarians, although its membership 
included a number of university librarians and a few engaged in medical library 
work. Apart from brief reports of the preliminary meeting at Leeds and of the 
first annual meeting at Belfast the official organ of the Library Association, 
the Library Association Record, made no reference to the new body. A key 
position in this matter was held by Mr. (afterwards Sir) John MacAlister, 
Secretary of the Royal Society of Medicine. The attitude of this canny Scot, 
who was for eleven years Honorary Secretary of the Library Association and 
later its President, is made quite clear by a letter which he wrote to Mr. 
Barlow after the 1910 meeting. MacAlister’s prestige and influence were so great 
at this time that no project concerning medical libraries had much chance 
of success unless it enjoyed his support. 


The Royal Society of Medicine 
15 Cavendish Square, W. 
22nd December 1910. 

Dear Mr. Barlow, 

I have to thank you, and do very cordially, for your kindness in sending me a reprint of 
your admirable paper on the Medical Library Association. 

When I was first approached on the subject I felt (and think I am still of the same opinion) 
that the Medical Association would have done better to have been constituted a branch of the 
Library Association, as there is scarcely enough material to keep a separate Association going, 
—but if it succeeds in educing such papers as yours, it will certainly justify its existence. 

With kind regards, 

Yours very truly, 
J. W. MAcALISTER 


The last reference to the Association which I have been able to find is in an 
Editorial on ‘“‘The Medical Library Association of America” in the Lancet of 
June 24, 1911 (p. 1715). After reporting the 14th Annual Meeting of the M. L. A. 
and congratulating the Association on its solid progress, the writer concludes: 
“Our own Medical Library Association continues to do admirable work under 
the presidency of Professor Osler, and its members regard with respectful 
interest the medical library movements of the country that has given and still 
gives to the world that great classic, “The Index Catalogue.’ ” That last sen- 
tence, written nearly forty years ago, is I think of special interest in the light 
of recent events; but before enlarging upon it I must give a brief account of 
the revival of the old M. L. A. as a Section of the Library Association in 1947. 

The idea of reviving the Medical Library Association had been mooted by 
some London librarians for years, and throughout the greater part of the late 
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war a small group of us had been holding informal evening meetings at a café 
in the Harley Street district. The regular attendants were Mr. G. J. Hipkins 
(Librarian of the British Dental Association), Mr. L. T. Morton (then of the 
British Council’s Medical Department, but now of the British Medical Journal), 
Mr. F. A. Tubbs (Librarian of St. Thomas’s Hospital), and the present speaker. 
In the Summer of 1947 active steps were taken to interest other medical li- 
brarians and among the earliest to give their support were Mr. Cyril Barnard 
(The London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine), Mr. W. A. Lee (Liver- 
pool Medical Institution), Mr. W. R. Le Fanu (Royal College of Surgeons), 
Mr. F. N. L. Poynter (Wellcome Historical Medical Library), Mr. T. J. Shields, 
(British Medical Association), Miss Ethel Wigmore (Medical Research Council), 
and Mr. G. Wilson (Manchester Medical Library). 

It was realized that the time was ripe for the formation of a regular pro- 
fessional association and the only question was whether it would be better to 
found an entirely separate body on the lines of the old M. L. A. or to organize a 
group within the Library Association. The manifold advantages to be derived 
from the latter course were held to outweigh any possible drawbacks. 

An Inaugural Meeting was held at the headquarters of the Library Asso- 
ciation on 4th October 1947, when 33 librarians were present from medical 
institutions in all parts of the country. The new group was formally consti- 
tuted as a Sub-Section of the Medical and Research Section of the Library 
Association. Officers were elected as follows: Mr. Cyril Barnard (Chairman), 
Mr. W. J. Bishop (Hon. Secretary); other members of the Committee: Miss 
Ethel Wigmore, Messrs. W. A. Lee, W. R. Le Fanu, T. J. Shields, and G. 
Wilson. 

The aims and objects of the Sub-Section were almost identical with those 
put forward by the old M. L. A. in 1908 (and by your Association in 1898); 
prominent among them were the establishment of an exchange system, the 
compilation of union lists and similar cooperative projects, and the encourage- 
ment of interlibrary loans. By the time of the next Committee Meeting on 29th 
October 1947, the membership of the Sub-Section had risen to 60, and the first 
Ordinary Meeting, held at the Library of the Medical Research Council on 
2nd January 1948, was attended by 70 members and friends. Early in 1948 we 
issued our first Vews Bulletin, a very modest mimeographed sheet, which has, 
however, served a useful purpose in keeping members informed as to our ac- 
tivities. An Exchange Scheme was soon organized under the enthusiastic di- 
rection of Mr. F. N. L. Poynter of the Wellcome Historical Medical Library. 
During the last two years many thousands of books and journals have found 
appropriate homes through this agency, the working of which has been described 
by Mr. Poynter in a recent article (10). On 18th June 1948, we had the pleasure 
of hearing an address by Dr. Fulton, and it is I think a striking illustration 
of the close link that has always existed between our two Associations that 
during the two and a half years of our existence we have had addresses from 
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no less than seven of your members: Dr. Fulton, Miss Hutchinson, Dr. Larkey, 
Dr. Viets, Miss Naylor, Dr. Shryock, and Dr. Sigerist. 

By the end of 1948 our membership had reached a hundred, and we felt 
strong enough to reconstitute ourselves as a full autonomous Section of the 
Library Association. During 1949 we produced the first draft of a Report on 
Sub-Headings for Medical Libraries and a Book-list and Hints (11) for the 
organization of small libraries in hospitals. This Book-list has been sent out 
upon request to more than 300 hospitals and institutions in all parts of the 
world. Our meetings, which are held in turn at the various medical libraries of 
London, continue to be well attended and we have had some very profitable 
discussions. 

So far I have kept to the comparatively safe backwaters of history, but now 
I feel that I should tell you something about our reactions to current trends 
in medical librarianship. That the present time is a great turning point few 
would deny. The vast growth of medical literature and the almost insuperable 
difficulty in indexing and keeping track of both past and present-day output 
have brought about a crisis. I have already quoted a tribute paid to the Jndex- 
Catalogue by the Lancet in 1911. We in Britain have been following with the 
deepest concern the recent deliberations regarding the future of the indexes 
to medical literature. We deeply appreciate the courtesy of Major General 
Bliss and of his colleagues who have kept us informed as to these developments 
and have given us the opportunity of expressing our opinions on matters which 
are of vital interest to every medical librarian. In 1948 the Medical Section had 
the privilege of forwarding certain recommendations. We were strongly in 
agreement with practically all the proposals regarding cataloguing and index- 
ing which have now been adopted. Nevertheless I must confess that when the 
news of the cessation of the /ndex-Catalogue first reached us we were momen- 
tarily stunned. When, however, we received a long letter from Major General 
Bliss setting out the relevant facts and outlining future plans we realized that 
the right course had been taken—a course that would surely have been taken 
by Billings himself if he were with us today. And here I must pay a tribute to 
the report on the “Index-Catalogue, 1880-1950” produced by Major Frank 
B. Rogers and Mr. Scott Adams. In contrast to certain recent pronouncements 
on medical bibliography this report is a masterly survey which will surely rank 
as a classic document in the history of medical librarianship. 

Momentous decisions have been made, but we cannot feel that all the prob- 
lems presented by the avalanche of medical literature have been solved. To 
attempt a survey of these problems or to put forward any constructive pro- 
posals would demand another address or series of addresses—and I do not 
propose to inflict anything like that upon you. There is one point I must refer 
to, and that is the naive faith exhibited in some quarters as to the value of 
mechanical methods in library work. The resources of modern science in the 
shape of photographic methods of reproduction, punched cards, mechanical 
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sorting devices, etc., are to be called in, and according to some writers will 
resolve all our troubles. Personally I doubt it. I do not for one moment wish 
to decry the use of every available means, every time and labor saving device, 
in the library. They all have their place—but it is a limited place. It is apparently 
forgotten by some advocates of these methods that all indexes and catalogues, 
however good and scientific, that all classification schemes, and all mechanical 
systems have to be used by people. There has always been a tendency in li- 
brarianship to elaborate wonderful schemes and techniques and to make the 
means more important than the end. 

We hear a good deal about the production of bibliographies by punched 
cards—but someone has to punch the cards! I do not think you can make good 
bibliographies as you would make boloneys. Surely it is not just a matter of 
“putting another nickel in.” Mechanical aids may be very well in dealing 
with facts, but as one of our parliamentarians once said when pressing a min- 
ister: ‘We don’t want the facts, we want the truth!”’ To my mind there is 
something ridiculous—if not indecent—in the idea that the art of Gesner, Hal- 
ler, Callisen, Billings, Fulton, and Doe can ever be reduced to a mechanical 
system. 

A great fetish is made by the exponents of the new science of ‘““Documen- 
tation” —that of the necessity for and possibility of complete coverage of the 
literature. Does the provision of “‘complete” bibliographies and reading lists 
really help the young research worker? Will he read or even look at half the 
references which are to be so readily supplied to him? Every practising librarian 
knows that in a great many cases not half the references appended to papers 
are read or even checked in the original; they are taken bodily from some basic 
earlier paper. I have known many cases where a man has written a whole book 
and has then come along to the library and asked us to supply a bibliography 
for it! And in some cases such a book might be quite a good one, because it 
records the man’s own experience and is not a rehash of other people’s work. 
In any case I believe there is—to paraphrase Voltaire’s phrase—an ennui de 
tout lire. 

There is another aspect which is often overlooked by those who complain 
that bibliographies and indexes are not sufficiently complete and that im- 
portant items are overlooked. In the case of many important subjects you 
would find that it would take months or even years to read (if you could get 
access to them) all the articles indexed in one volume of the Q. C. 7. M. Many 
well-known research workers have given their testimony on this point. Sir 
Edward Appleton (12) calculated that if a scientist did nothing but read scien- 
tific periodicals at a normal rate for a year, he would find himself at the end 
of that year ten years behind. So much for the fetish of complete coverage. 

Another bogey is the fear of missing some vital article which may appear 
in an obscure journal. If a piece of work is really important it will, sooner or 
later, get into one of the good class journals where it will not be overlooked. 
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We all know that when we look down the columns of the Q. C. J. M. with a 
certain type of reader he will unerringly pass over excellent articles in ac- 
cessible journals and pick on a paper in, say, the Tibetan Medical Times. When 
told that this journal is not in the library he will say: “Oh, well, you can get 
a microfilm copy I suppose.”” And when told that the article is in Tibetan he 
will say: ‘Well I expect one of your staff will be able to read it over to me. Of 
course I want only the main points.” One would not mind if all this mountain 
of labor led to any tangible results, but the librarian knows that the man who 
wallows in references and has to be spoon-fed rarely seems to produce anything 
of great value. This was not the way in which men of the Osler, Rolleston, 
Sherrington generation worked. These men did not let the literature master 
them; they mastered it, and they did not always seek short-cuts. 

Mechanical methods may often answer when the reader knows just what 
he wants, but in my experience very few library users do know what they want. 
Many of them come with questions like that propounded recently by the 
Peripatetic Correspondent of the Lancet (13): 


‘An infection found in beavers was transmitted to retrievers, 
And carelessly contracted by a vet, 
While the organism, injected in a toad in Timbuktu, 
Was recovered from a tadpole in Tibet. 
Now was it in the Lancet in 1892? 
Or the B.M.J. in 1923? 
Or maybe Path & Bact? No, I can’t be more exact, 
And I think the name was Smit, or Smut, or Smee.” 


I cannot help feeling that we should devote more attention to the fostering 
of mutual help and cooperation between librarians themselves. And that is 
where your old Association and our young Association have a great part to 
play. We have no doubt that the greatest benefit which we have derived from 
the formation of the Medical Section of the Library Association is that it has 
brought us together and has promoted a spirit of friendly cooperation between 
all our members. 

The first line of attack on our problems then is cooperation. And don’t be 
too ambitious—make things work among yourselves before you plan on an 
interplanetary scale. The second line is the education of the young assistant. 
One of the first things we did after becoming a Section of the Library Asso- 
ciation was to press for the institution of a special examination in medical 
librarianship as one of the subjects for the final Fellowship examination. This 
we have achieved. At first the examination was confined to one three-hour 
paper on The Literature of Medicine, but beginning with this June the ex- 
amination consists of two three-hour papers, the first of which deals with The 
Literature of Medicine and the second with Medical Library Methods. The 
syllabus is comprehensive and the test could be passed only by assistants who 
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have spent some years of hard work and study in medical libraries. Although 
students are examined in all questions relating to medical library methods, 
cataloging, classification, etc., we attach greater importance to a thorough 
knowledge of medical literature itself—its forms and their peculiarities from 
the librarian’s point of view. However medical literature develops in the future 
and whatever aids and guides are produced, it will become increasingly neces- 
sary for the librarian to know the literature. I do not think one should begin by 
trying to stuff the head of the young librarian with long lists of books and 
bibliographies which he may never see, but that he should be taught the un- 
changing fundamentals of the subject: medicine itself and its terminology, the 
proper approach to the reader, the application of thought and method to refer- 
ence work. 

I would make a plea for a Neo-Hippocratic movement in medical librarian- 
ship: back to the patient—for us that means back to the study of the reader 
and the book. 

In putting these points to you I have deliberately touched on some contro- 
versial matters and I should like to end on a different note. Whatever you 
may think about the future of medical librarianship remember that the li- 
brary is one of the greatest factors in medical progress. It therefore behoves you, 
in the words of Andrew Carnegie (14) to ‘“‘Consecrate yourself to your mission, 
for it is noble.” 
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Proceedings, Forty-ninth Annual Meeting, 
Medical Library Association, Boston, 
Massachusetts, June 19-22, 1950 


The Forty-ninth Annual Meeting of the Medical Library Association was 
held in Boston, Massachusetts with the Hotel Kenmore as the headquarters. 
Our host was the Boston Medical Library at which were held the meetings of 
July twentieth. This was the largest meeting in the history of the Association, 
being attended by two hundred and sixty (260) registered members and guests. 

The first day, Monday, June nineteenth, was set aside for visits to some 
of the leading libraries of Boston. In the morning the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology Library, and the Houghton, Lamont, and Widener Libraries 
of Harvard University were visited. Lunch was served at Cowie Hall, Gradu- 
ate School of Business Administration of Harvard. In the afternoon the li- 
braries of the Harvard Medical School and Massachusetts College of Pharmacy 
were visited, followed by tea at the Massachusetts General Hospital (Ether 
Dome). 


OPENING EXERCISES 


The Forty-ninth Annual Meeting convened at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, June 
20, 1950 in the Boston Medical Library. The President, Dr. Sanford V. Larkey, 
in opening the meeting told how happy the Association was in coming together 
again in Boston. The members had all looked forward to returning to Boston 
since the memorable meeting in 1938. He said that it was also fitting that we 
should meet here in Boston this year which commemorates the seventy-fifth 
anniversary of the Boston Medical Library. He extended congratulations to 
the Library on behalf of the Medical Library Association. 

The Association was honored by the presence of Dr. Walter G. Phippen, 
President of the Boston Medical Library, who gave the first welcoming address. 

Dr. PurprpeN: Dr. Larkey, guests and members of the Medical Library 
Association: It gives me a great deal of pleasure to welcome you to Boston 
Medical Library, and to Boston, particularly as this is the year that the Boston 
Medical Library is celebrating its seventy-fifth anniversary. 

I am neither a librarian nor am I a collector of odd volumes, so when I was 
asked to accept this position as President of the Library I felt very unqualified 
to take it. I knew, however, that with Henry Viets and Jim Ballard the technical 
part of the job would be well handled; and certain practical parts of the job 
intrigued me a little bit. In the first place, I found that the Library was very 
deficient in income to run on; and in the second place, that largely or partly 
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because of that, the service that the Library could render to the practicing 
physicians of Massachusetts was not great enough. It seemed to me that the 
thing to do was to interest all the members of the Massachusetts Medical 
Society in this great Library, which we hope to make a very grand reference 
and research library. 

That came about, and now all the members of the Massachusetts Medical 
Society are members of this organization and pay a certain sum each year for 
that privilege. 

But the work has done more than that, as I hoped it would. It has increased 
the circulation of the Library quite considerably. In the two years or more 
that the Massachusetts Medical Society has taken over the Board of this 
Library, the circulation has increased from about 40,000 volumes to about 
60,000 volumes—about a half. And inasmuch as the attendance in the refer- 
ence room and the building itself has increased only about 2,000, most of that 
increase in circulation, I believe, is in books that we send out to the outskirts 
of the state, and is due largely to the increase in the number of our professional 
memberships or hospital memberships. 

And so the message that I would like to leave with you is that while all 
medical libraries must concern themselves with accumulation of rare volumes 
in which we consider ourselves especially fortunate, there is a second job that 
medical libraries should do, and that is to encourage the doctors in the out- 
lying parts of the state to use the libraries more. We do that here through our 
graduate medical courses, but I think that that is the job the librarians can do. 


Dr. Henry R. Viets, Librarian of the Boston Medical Library, who gave 
the second welcoming address, has long been an interested member of our As- 
sociation and is the incoming Honorary Vice-President. 

Dr. Viets: Dr. Larkey, Mr. Bishop, Ladies and Gentlemen: It is a great 
pleasure to welcome you here to this Forty-ninth Annual Meeting. 

The Medical Library Association has been very kind to the Boston Medical 
Library. As I look back over the record of fifty-two years, I am impressed with 
the fact that the Boston Medical Library has had three presidents of this Asso- 
ciation—Dr. James R. Chadwick, Dr. John W. Farlow, and James C. Ballard— 
together with the fact that in May, 1898, Dr. Brigham attended the first 
meeting for Dr. Chadwick, along with Charles Perry Fisher, William Browning, 
and others, including the two most important members, I believe, of the initial 
meeting, Miss Noyes and Miss Charleton. For it was Miss Charleton who really 
was the founder of our Society. She, a member of the American Library Asso- 
ciation, soon found out that their problems—that is, the American Library 
Association’s problems—were not our problems. 

Indeed, fifty-two years later, it is fair to say, that that at least in part is 
still a sound statement. 
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We have had some examples in the last decade or two of attempts of general 
librarians to look into the matters of the medical libraries in this country. They 
have been enormously helpful. But, on the other hand, many of them are blind 
to the problems, the specific problems, that face medical libraries. Too many 
surveys have been made by surveyors whose peripheral vision extends no longer 
away from themselves than their finger tips. 

We must realize, with Miss Charleton, that special problems confront medical 
librarians, and medical librarians are the only people that can solve those 
problems. In other words, they have the know-how. And if we have confidence 
in ourselves—and I am sure we do—we must state our position clearly and 
forcibly, and without equivocation. 

Of course, confidence is a very important thing to all of us. But we must 
remember too that confidence is a plant of very tender growth. Once it begins 
to wither, it is extremely difficult to revive. Don’t ever let confidence in the 
Medical Library Association wither. There has been a little tendency towards 
that in the last few years. 

Note, too, that the individuals who were, in addition to Miss Noyes and Miss 
Charleton, the important people in founding our Association and in setting 
standards from which we have have never deviated, were what you now term 
supporting members, members of the medical profession: John Musser, John 
Ruhriah, Francis Packard, and many others that I will not name. It would be 
my feeling that an unwise step would be taken if the Medical Library Asso- 
ciation ever withdrew from the active support of the members of the medical 
profession. You need doctors on your Board as an aid to evaluating medical 
problems, some of which are beyond the scope of thought of the medical li- 
brarian. 

Finally, I would like to mention to you that largeness of a library does not 
necessarily mean real efficiency. If I could parody Lovelace, I would say: Stone 
walls do not a library make, nor costly books an able librarian. 

I would like to leave one word with you, and that is the following: 

The medical librarian has one of the most complicated jobs in all librarian- 
ship. I think it is fair to say that almost no one has so many questions of a 
diverse nature to answer in the course of twenty-four hours as the medical 
librarian. What is more, we are relatively poor. We have to do a lot of the dirty 
work ourselves. We have to do work which, if we had more money, we would 
have others do. I have no doubt that Mr. Ballard has been very busy in the 
last week, not in accessioning books, completing his catalog, but sweeping 
some dust under the rugs so that you won’t see it. 

The librarian must develop a sense of empathy, the power to project his 
personality into the object contemplated. Now the personality of a library is 
the personality of the librarian, and with an empathic attitude leading to a 
full understanding of the job, medical librarianship has reached the heights 
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which it is now facing. And those heights are exemplified by the attendance 
at this meeting, the enthusiasm which you all have for your Association. And 
may you never have less. 


The Honorary Vice-President, Admiral George W. Calver, was asked to take 
the chair and in introducing the President reflected the feeling of the member- 
ship in indicating the appreciation of the splendid work done during the present 
régime. 

The President, Dr. Sanford V. Larkey, then presented his address; ‘‘The 
Medical Library Association and Medical Research.” [This address is printed on 
page 291 of this issue.| 

The Association was privileged to have as a guest speaker a distinguished 
librarian from Great Britain, Mr. William J. Bishop, Librarian, Wellcome 
Historical Medical Library, who spoke on the subject ‘Medical Libraries and 
Librarianship in Great Britain.” [This address is printed on page 296.] 

The members of the Association were guests of the Boston Medical Library 
at a delightful luncheon held in the library building. 


Business Session 


ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 


The first item on the agenda of the business session was the Minutes of the 


last meeting. Since these had already been published in the October 1949 
BULLETIN, the President’s suggestion that the reading of the minutes be dis- 
pensed with was accepted by the members present. 


RESUME OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ASSOCIATION DURING 
THE PAST YEAR: SECRETARY’S REPORT 


The words which best describe the accomplishments of the past year are 
progress and activity. The reports which follow will substantiate this state- 
ment. 

Certification is perhaps the most important development in the history of 
the Association. At the 1949 Convention the membership at large voted upon 
and approved the project of certifying medical librarians. At the Executive 
Committee meeting immediately following this annual session there was a 
lengthy discussion of certification in all its aspects. A proposed code of certifica- 
tion was introduced by Miss Heath Babcock, Chairman of the Subcommittee 
on Certification. This was discussed in detail and specific questions were raised 
and either answered or referred to the Subcommittee for further deliberation. 

The Subcomittee on Certification worked diligently in its efforts to produce 
an application blank for certification registration that would cover all phases 
of certification and be acceptable to all. The Task Analysis Committee worked 
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equally hard in its efforts to adapt the American Library Association’s De- 
scriptive List of Professional and Non-professional Duties in Libraries. Both 
committees have accomplished their objectives and a printed form is now 
available for approval and distribution to all applicants. 

The BULLETIN OF THE MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION is now operating 
with an increased budget appropriation. Its financial setup is being examined 
by the Executive Committee with the hope that some of the business of the 
BULLETIN can be removed from the jurisdiction of the Treasurer, to lighten 
her burden. The new printer (the Waverly Press) is cooperating with our 
Editor, Miss Brodman, in publishing an outstanding journal. The membership 
should feel proud of this accomplishment. 

The Rockefeller Foundation granted the Association $10,000 for the con- 
tinuation of the Fellowship Program, as it did in the previous year. Scholar- 
ships from this fund for the year for travel and study in the United States 
were awarded to Ileana and Erica Johannsen Oehrens from Chile and to Juan 
Carlos Secondi from Argentina. An additional grant of $5,000 was given to 
aid in the transportation of materials to foreign libraries, a cooperative activ- 
ity of the Medical Library Association and the United States Book Exchange. 

The Lilly Research Laboratories has repeated its contribution of $1,000 for 
the second year, another indication of satisfaction with the activities being 
carried on by the Association. 

The budget for the coming year was submitted to and approved by the Ex- 
ecutive Committee. It is now in operation. 

The By-laws Committee has produced a Revision of the Constitution and 
By-laws which should satisfy the conditions of our present organization. 

The Committee on Endowments has had its name changed to the Committee 
on Grants and Gifts. This Committee has given a great deal of thought to its 
program and has made concrete suggestions for fund raising, which should be 
productive in the future. 

Regional group meetings have been studied from a positive point of view. 
Results are encouraging and will be presented to you by the Chairman of the 
Committee on Regional Meetings. 

The Committee on Standards for Medical Librarianship was active during 
the current year. Two persons were chosen to receive the summer school scholar- 
ships, namely Miss Melicia Cranny and Mrs. LaVerne Holland. The four sub- 
committees under jurisdiction received guidance and assistance from the Com- 
mittee on Standards. The Subcommittee on Certification worked directly with 
the Standards Committee on certification as described above. The Subcommittee 
on Curriculum worked to produce a suggested library school curriculum for 
schools offering medical library training. The Subcommittee on Internship 
clarified the proposals submitted to schools which offer library internships. 
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The Subcommittee on Recruitment contacted library schools and other agencies 
in its efforts to interest young people in the medical library profession. 

The Directory Committee has worked hard in its efforts to publish the 
Directory. A supplementary questionnaire was sent to members in order to 
bring information up to date. Publication should be possible soon. 

The Exchange has been working actively and smoothly. Letters of apprecia- 
tion have been received by the Manager, which proves that the new method 
of distribution of material which has been in operation is very efficient and 
satisfactory. The Manager is to be complimented on her fine work. The Com- 
mittee on Periodicals and Serial Publications is working on a new Checklist 
of Austrian, Belgian, French, and Italian Medical Serials for the years 1939-48 
and has sent lists to sixty libraries. This list has been checked and is in the 
process of final production with an expected publication date of midsummer. 

The activities of the Placement Service have increased during the current 
year. More positions were added and more vacancies filled than previously, 
which indicates recognition of this invaluable service by employers and other 
librarians. There has been no follow-up on the personnel survey concerning 
employment during the current year, but correspondence indicated that li- 
brary salaries continued to rise. 

The Archives Curator reports an added number of copies of the BULLETIN 
mailed in the United States and abroad to members of the Association and 
to outsiders. 

The Public Relations Officer reports activity, but requests additional timely 
information for publication. 

The United States Book Exchange held its second annual meeting in October, 
1949. Scott Adams attended as our representative. The United States Book 
Exchange plans to expand its services in three areas: U. S. membership, dup- 
licate exchange, and improvement of services to present members. 

The American Documentation Institute held a meeting on February 9, 1950 
at which M. L. A. was represented. A four point program was outlined at that 
time, namely: 

1. The-promotion of technical developments such as microfilm, punch cards, 
etc. 

2. An advisory role in the adaptation of the techniques developed. 

3. Promotion of bibliographic work. 

4. Study of the problem of copyrighting. 

The Joint Committee on the Union List of Serials had a meeting in January, 
1950 at which time the Library of Congress proposal to set up a union catalogue 
of serials on I. B. M. punched cards was discussed. This would provide a basis 
for the publication of the next edition of the Union List. 

The work of the Microcard Committee is progressing. A list of medical 
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journals for microcard reproduction was sent to the members and the findings 
of the Committee will form the basis for medical reproduction in this field. 

The Joint Committee to Set Up Standards for Nursing School Libraries 
and Medical Libraries in Hospitals has assembled a list of Tentative Objectives 
and Standards for Hospital Medical Libraries, which should prove most helpful 
to administrators of hospitals and to librarians. It is hoped that a final draft 
of these objectives and standards will be available for use in the near future. 

The International Federation of Library Associations held its meeting in 
Basel, Switzerland in July, 1949. It was attended by Dr. Sanford V. Larkey 
and Mrs. Eileen R. Cunningham. Dr. Larkey reported on the activities of the 
M. L. A. 

This year marks a growth in our membership of over one hundred and brings 
the total membership close to one thousand. A detailed account will be sup- 
plied by the Membership Committee. The death of the following members is 
noted with deep regret. 

FRIEDENWALD, Dr. Harry (Supp.) 

GREENE, Mr. RyLanp W. (Supp.) 

LockarD, Dr. GEORGE CARRELL (Supp.) 

Minot, Dr. GEorGE R. (Supp.) 

PACKARD, Dr. Francis R. (Past President of the Association) 

WEEKks, Dr. JoHN ELMER (Supp.) 
HELEN HLavac, 
Secretary 


Following the Secretary’s Report the President requested that all stand for 
a moment of silent respect in memory of the dead. 


REPORT OF THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 


No intensive membership campaign was conducted in 1949-50, bift it has 
been a peak year for Professional Memberships. We have been reaping the 
benefits from the publicity campaign of the 1948-49 Committee, as they had 
hoped we would. As you will see from the statistics presented in this report, 
definite action toward enrolling more Supporting Members should be taken. 
This Committee had hoped to plan such action this year but fell short of its 
goal. 

This year for the first time the Association has added Sustaining Members 
to its roster. Through the efforts of the Committee on Grants and Gifts three 
names were enrolled. 

A word of appreciation is due Miss Nora Lock, who served as the Chairman 
of the Membership Committee in 1948-49. Miss Lock, with painstaking efforts, 
prepared a Manual of Procedure for the Membership Chairman. It is a model 
of thoroughness and completeness and has been a very great help this past year. 
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The following memberships statistics for 1949-1950 have been compiled from 


our records: 


New Members: 
Library Members 
Professional Members 
Supporting Members 


27 (Includes 1 reinstated) 
116 (Includes 4 reinstated) 
7 (Includes 1 reinstated) 


Sustaining Members 
Deceased: 
Supporting Members 
Honorary 
Resigned or Delinquent: 
Library Members 
Professional Members 
Supporting Members 


Gain of: 20 Library Members 
89 Professional Members 
3 Sustaining Members 
Loss of: 12 Supporting Members 
1 Honorary Member 
Total Membership All Classes 
Mary M. Post, 


Chairman 


The President asked for a vote of ratification by the voting members of 


those new members recommended by the Membership Committee and ap- 
proved by the Vice-President and two members of the Executive Committee. 
This vote was passed unanimously. 


NEW APPROVED MEMBERS 
1949-50 
Professional Members 
116 (Including 4 Reinstated) 


Addams, Lucy L. 
126 N. Galt Ave. 
Louisville 6, Ky. 


Alkire, Alma 

Maricopa Co. Medical Society Library 
1200 Professional Bldg. 

Phoenix, Arizona 


Anders, Rosa M. 
V. A. Hospital Medical Library 
Coral Gables, Florida 


Bald, Marion I. 
Wyoming County Community Hospital 
Warsaw, New York 


Barrett, Mrs. M. K. 
Hospital for Special Surgery 
Medical Library 

321 East 42nd St. 

New York 17, N. Y. 


Beil, Marie 
Jackson Clinic 

16 S. Henry Street 
Madison, Wisconsin 


Berenice, Sister Mary 

Mercy Hospital, Physicians Library 
Abbott Road & Cazenovia Park 
Buffalo 20, New York 
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Bergland, Elsie 

University of Illinois 
Library of Medical Sciences 
1853 W. Polk Street 
Chicago 12, Illinois 


Bielby, Ruth M. 
Syracuse University 
Medical College Library 
766 Irving Avenue 
Syracuse 10, New York 


Bowden, Eva 
University of Texas 
Dental School Library 
Houston 4, Texas 


Carleton, Florence M. 
Wayne University 

College of Medicine Library 
645 Mullett St. 

Detroit 26, Michigan 


Carpenter, Jenness 
Medical Library 

U. S. Naval Hospital 
San Diego 34, California 


Caruso, Mary Elsie 

V. A. Hospital Medical Library 
7615 Geary Blvd. 

San Francisco 21, Calif. 


Chadwick, Barbara 

Patients’ and Medical Libraries 
Middlesex County Sanatorium 
Waltham, Massachusetts 


Chamberlin, Elizabeth G. 
University of Vermont Medical Library 
Burlington, Vermont 


Cloutier, Rosemary C. 

Ely Memorial Library 
Rochester General Hospital 
Rochester 8, N. Y. 


Cobb, Mrs. Mary M. 
Medical Library 

Tripler General Hospital 
APO 438, c/o Postmaster 
San Francisco, California 


Colby, Charles C., III 
Boston Medica! Library 
8 The Fenway 

Boston 15, Mass. 


Cooman, Marion R. 
2187 South Road 
Penfield, New York 


Cramer, Grace 
V. A. Hospital Medical Library 
West Roxbury, Mass. 


Crouse, Mrs. Elizabeth S. 
313 S. Elwood Avenue 
Baltimore 24, Maryland 


Darling, Louise 
Biomedical Library 
University of California 
Los Angeles 24, Calif. 


DeVito, Mrs. Billye 
Medical-Nursing-Dental Library 
Baylor University 

Dallas 1, Texas 


Dickison, Raymond R. 
Chemistry-Pharmacy Library 
University of Florida 
Gainesville, Florida 


Disbrow, Mary E. 

Medical Library 

Bldg. 1, U. S. Naval Hospital 
Great Lakes, Illinois 


Dolan, Rosemary E. 
Medical Library 

V. A. Hospital 
Oteen, N. C. 


Donaldson, Dorothy L. 
Syracuse University 
College of Medicine Library 
766 Irving Avenue 
Syracuse 10, N. Y. 


Draper, Marian 
Wayland, Massachusetts 
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Eagle, Minnie B. 
U. S. Marine Hospital 
Stapleton, S. I. 4, New York 


Folk, Mrs. Crawford D. 
1026 N. Broadway 
Baltimore 5, Md. 


Foulke, Jean E. 
115-33 220th St. 
Cambria Heights 11, Long Island, N. Y. 


Freyder, Magdalene 
American Medical Association 
535 North Dearborn St. 
Chicago 10, Illinois 


Garrison, Mrs. Ella Peeples 

Reference Section 

Medical and General Reference Library 
Special Services, V. A., Room 991 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Giles, Mrs. Hazel S. 

Presbyterian Hospital Medical Library 
27 South 9th Street 

Newark 7, New Jersey 


Gomori, Mrs. Margaret 
Billings Library 
University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 


Gonzaga Wilson, Sister M. 
Memorial Medical Library 
St. Anthony Hospital 

W. 16th & Quitman St. 
Denver 4, Colorado 


Grant, Mrs. L. Mabel 
Guthrie Clinic Library 
Sayre, Pennsylvania 


Gueydan, Jeanne 
1205 Bayou Drive 
Tallulah, Louisiana 


Guzetta, Mary Pat 

Wayne University College of Medicine Li- 
brary 

645 Mullett St. 

Detroit 26, Michigan 


Harrington, Elizabeth Ann 
1515 New Hampshire Ave., N. W. 
Washington 6, D. C. 


Henderson, Lois N. 
1107 W. Grace St., Apt. 12 
Richmond 20, Virginia 


Herrmann, Josephine W. 
Public Health Division 
Municipal Reference Library 
116 Temple St., Room 512 
Los Angeles 12, Calif. 


Herron, Martin 
Dental-Pharmacy Library 
Temple University 

4526 N. Broad St. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Hoffman, Jean L. 
Medical Library 
Xavier Hospital 
Dubuque, Iowa 


Hull, Mrs. Claire E. 
Medical Library 

Mt. St. Mary’s Hospital 
6th and Ferry Sts. 
Niagara Falls, N. Y. 


Hunt, Mrs. Eleanor M. 
249 E. Madison St. 
Louisville, Ky. 


Huston, Jeanette 
1524 South 80th Street 
West Allis, Wisconsin 


Izquierdo Guzman, Maria Alicia 
Universidad de Chile 

Escuela de Medicina, Biblioteca 
Av. Independencia 1063 
Santiago, Chile 


Jameson, Harriet C. 
Army Medical Library 
11,000 Euclid Avenue 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 


Kelsey, Frances Eloise 
4692 Nichols Ave., S. W. 
Washington 20, D. C. 
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Kennedy, Anna P. 

Alameda County Medical Association Li- 
brary 

2701 14th Avenue 

Oakland 6, Calif. 


Kristoffersen, Mrs. Eva 

Hartford Medical Society Library 
38 Prospect St. 

Hartford 5, Conn. 


LaForge, Lillian E. 

Library, Medical Society of the County of 
Kings 

170 Willoughby Avenue 

Brooklyn 5, N. Y. 


Lage, Louise C. 
5307 Primrose Ave. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 


Lemcke, Hildegarde 
St. Luke’s Hospital 
Bolling Memorial Library 


421 W. 113th Street 
New York 25, N. Y. 


Libby, Clara 

Dept. of Health Library 
Connecticut State Dept. of Health 
Room 335, State Office Bldg. 
Hartford 6, Conn. 


Long, Dorothy E. 
V. A. Center Hospital Library 
Tobaccoville, N. C. 


Lundeen, Ellen M. 
Medical Library 

U. S. Naval Hospital 
Bremerton, Washington 


McCaffray, Alice E. 
Cincinnati General Hospital 
3231 Burnet Ave. 
Cincinnati 29, Ohio 


McCluer, Margaret 
Medical College of Virginia Library 
Richmond 19, Va. 
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McCumber, Mrs. Dorothy 

College of Medical Evangelists 
Library of Dept. of Nervous Disease 
1801 New Jersey St. 

Los Angeles 33, Calif. 


McGregor, Odell 
5093 W. Woodlawn Ave. 
San Antonio, Texas 


McIntosh, Edith 

Naval Medica] Field Research Laboratory 
Library 

Camp LeJeune, North Carolina 


McKenna, Geraldine 
City Hospital of Akron 
525 E. Market Street 
Akron, Ohio 


Magdalene, Sister M. 
Medical Library 

St. Alexis Hospital 
5163 Broadway Ave. 
Cleveland 40, Ohio 


Miller, Jessie W. 

U. S. Naval Hospital Medical Library 
28 Dinwiddie St. 

Portsmouth, Virginia 


Minsk, Gertrude G. 
Bio-Medical Libraries 
University of Chicago 
Chicago 37, Illinois 


Mitchell, Gretchen E. 
Medical Library 

Allegheny General Hospital 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Mitten, Eleanor M. 
3740 John R Street 
Detroit 1, Michigan 


Morse, Elliott H. 

Library, College of Physicians & Surgeons of 
Philadelphia 

19 S. 22nd St. 

Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Moss, Mary M. 
1025 North Highland Ave. 
Pittsburgh 6, Pa. 
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Munson, Mrs. Helen W. 

Barney Library 

Hartford Hospital School of Nursing 
Hartford 15, Conn. 


Mustain, Adelia Parsons 

Medical Library 

San Diego County General Hospital 
North End of Front Street 

San Diego 3, Calif. 


Nakaji, Chizuru (Mrs. S. A. Boyea) 
N. Y. Academy of Medicine Library 
2 East 103rd St. 

New York 29, N. Y. 


Nedwick, Eleanor H. 
1921 S. Homan Avenue 
Chicago 23, Illinois 


Nunez, Mary 
Staff Library, Memorial Hospital 
Pawtucket, R. I. 


Omerita Reed, Sister M. 
Memorial Medical Library 
St. Elizabeth Hospital 
Lafayette, Indiana 


Oswald, Janet Frame 

Library, College of Physicians & Surgeons of 
Philadelphia 

19 S. 22nd St. 

Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Pazos, Lydia 

Biblioteca de la Facultad de Medicina 
15 #1012 Vedado 

Habana, Cuba 


Pearson, Mrs. Ina 

College of Pharmacy Library 
Idaho State College 
Pocatello, Idaho 


Peeples, Annalee 
V. A. Hospital Medical Library 
San Fernando, Calif. 
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Pekarski, Mary L. 

Library, Boston College School of Nursing 
126 Newbury Street 

Boston 16, Mass. 


Price, Helen Louise 
Apt. 32, Kenmore Plaza Apts. 
Muskogee, Alabama 


Putlack, Miriam Ruth 
Medical Library 

Boston State Hospital 

591 Morton Street 
Dorchester Center Station 
Boston, Mass. 


Racicot, Alice C. 
30 Buena Vista Ave. 
Vallejo, Calif. 


Rainsford, Sadie Hill 
University of Georgia 
School of Medicine Library 
Augusta, Georgia 


Reed, Emily Wheelock 
Wayne University 

College of Medicine Library 
645 Mullett Street 

Detroit 26, Michigan 


Reinap, Mia 

New York University 
College of Dentistry Library 
209 East 23rd St. 

New York 10, N. Y. 


Ryan, Mary Jane 
Medical Library 

V. A. Hospital 

St. Cloud, Minnesota 


Sharp, Eunice E. 
264 S. 21st St. 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Sheppard, Mrs. Geneva 
V. A. Hospital Library 
Marion, Illinois 
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Silves, E. Elizabeth 
3026 Guilford Ave. 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Simpson, Mrs. Beth A. 
330 Army Blvd. 
San Antonio, Texas 


Small, Mrs. Louise Armitage 
Medical Library, V. A. Hospital 
Salt Lake City 3, Utah 


Smith, Mrs. Andrenette Fournier 
4314 Barrancas 
Warrington, Fla. 


Spencer, Marjory C. 
4218 Second Road North 
Apartment 4 

Arlington, Virginia 


Spoo, Mrs. Margaret C. 
816 14th Ave., S. W. 
Rochester, Minn. 


Stovall, Martha W. 
Library, Veterans Administration Hospital 
Fort Howard, Maryland 


Swift, Loretta W. 

Harley E. French Library 
University of North Dakota 
School of Medicine 
University Station 

Grand Forks, North Dakota 


Taine, Seymour I. 
86 Forrester St., S. W. 
Washington 20, D. C. 


Thompson, Mrs. Nora Skibbe (Mrs. D. H.) 
American College of Surgeons 

40 E. Erie Street 

Chicago 11, Illinois 


Tough, Mrs. Margaret A. 
1041 Noel Drive 
Menlo Park, Calif. 


Tureman, Mrs. Paulyne R. 
3210 Park Place, N. W. 
Washington 10, D. C. 


Walsh, Mary A. 
Baroness Erlanger Hospital 
Chattanooga 3, Tenn. 


Washburn, Donald, D. D. S. 

Library, American Dental Association 
222 E. Superior St. 

Chicago 11, Ill. 


Watanabe, Alice 

Maurice Lewison Memorial Library 
Mt. Sinai Hospital 

2750 W. 15th Place 

Chicago 8, Illinois 


Weiss, Mrs. Maxine Ann 

Prentiss Library, N. Y. Med. Coll., Flower 
& Fifth Ave. Hosp. 

1 E. 105th St. 

New York 29, N. Y. 


Welch, Helen F. (Mrs. Clayton) 
U. S. Marine Hospital 
Brighton 35, Mass. 


Whetstone, Irene B. 

Women and Children’s Hospital 
1600 West Maypole Ave. 
Chicago 12, Ill. 


White, Mrs. Eleanor Then 
144 Indian Church Road 
Buffalo 10, N. Y. 


Williams, Alberta H. 

Medical Library 

Children’s Hospital of Michigan 
5224 St. Antoine 

Detroit 2, Michigan 


Williams, Mrs. Jennie Marita 

William Ropes May Memorial Medical Li- 
brary 

Willard Parker Hospital 

E. 15th St. & East River 

New York 9, N. Y. 
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Withrow, Betty Ann 

Cincinnati General Hospital Medical Library 
3231 Burnet Avenue 

Cincinnati 29, Ohio 


Wohl, Sonia Siischa 
1553 Minford Place 
Bronx 60, N. Y. 


Wright, Helen M. 

Literature Research Dept. 

Smith, Kline & French Laboratory 
1530 Spring Garden Street 
Philadelphia 1, Pa. 


Wright, Marilyn 

St. Vincent’s Hospital Medical Library 
2820 Main Street 

Bridgeport 6, Conn. 


Library Members 


27 (Includes 1 Reinstated) 


A. &. M. College of Texas 
Veterinary Library 
College Station, Texas 
Librarian: Mary E. Hicks 


British Columbia Medical Centre Library 
10th and Willow Sts. 

Vancouver, B. C., Canada 

Librarian: Miss Judith Dickinson 


British Medical Association Library 
Tavistock Square 

London, W. C. 1, England 
Librarian: T. John Shields 


Children’s Hospital of Michigan 
Medical Library 

5224 St. Antoine St. 

Detroit 2, Michigan 

Librarian: Alberta H. Williams 


Lambert Pharmacal Co. 

2117 Franklin Avenue 

St. Louis 6, Missouri 

Librarian: Mrs. Helen L. Johnson 


Liverpool Medical Institution 
114, Mount Pleasant 
Liverpool 3, England 
Librarian: William Arthur Lee 


Oak Ridge Institute of Nuclear Studies, Inc. 
P. O. Box 117 

Oak Ridge, Tennessee 

Librarian: R. A. Schlueter 


Pan American Sanitary Bureau 
2001 Connecticut Ave., N. W. 
Washington 8, D. C. 

Librarian: Mrs. Janeiro B. Schmid 


Parke-Davis Research Library 
Foot of MacDougall St. 
Detroit 32, Michigan 
Librarian: Stella Edith Albert 


Pitman-Moore Co, Library 

1200 Madison Street 

Indianapolis 6, Indiana 

Librarian: Mrs. Esther M. Goettling 


Presbyterian Hospital Staff Library 
27 South 9th Street 

Newark 7, New Jersey 

Librarian: Mrs. Hazel Giles 


Roswell Park Memorial Institute Library 
663 North Oak Street 

Buffalo 3, N. Y. 

Librarian: Grace G. Pabst 


Rutgers University School of Pharmacy 
1 Lincoln Avenue 

Newark 4, N. J. 

Librarian: E. Marie Murphy 


St. Anthony Hospital 

Memorial Medical Library 

W. 16th & Quitman St. 

Denver 4, Colorado 

Librarian: Sister M. Gonzaga Wilson 


St. Vincent’s Hospital 
Medical Library 

2820 Main Street 
Bridgeport 6, Connecticut 
Librarian: Marilyn Wright 
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U. S. Marine Hospital 
Medical Library 
Wyman Park Drive & 3l1st St. 
Baltimore 11, Maryland 
Librarian: Mrs. Ruth H. Wright 


U. S. Naval Hospital 

Medical Library 

St. Albans 12, Long Island, N. Y. 
Librarian: Jean E. Foulke 


brary 
National Naval Medical Center 
Bethesda 14, Maryland 
Librarian: Mrs. Mabel D. Clark 


U: S. Naval Medical School Library 
National Naval Medical Center 
Bethesda 14, Maryland 

Librarian: Ruth E. Rodier 


U. S. Veterans Administration Hospital 
Medical Library 

Little Rock, Arkansas 

Librarian: Jessie W. Williams 


U. S. Veterans Administration Hospital 
Medical Library 

Bldg. #9 

Hines, Illinois 

Librarian: Winifred Roome 


U. S. Veterans Administration Center Li- 


brary 
Wadsworth, Kansas 
Librarian: Helen E. Hilton 


U. S. Veterans Administration (Cushing) 
Hospital 

Medical Library 

Framingham, Mass. 

Librarian: Elizabeth M. Howard 


U. S. Veterans Administration Hospital 
Medical Library 

130 West Kingsbridge Road 

Bronx 63, New York 

Librarian: Margaret M. Kinney 
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U. S. Naval Medical Research Institute Li- 





U. S. Veterans Administration Hospital 
Medical Library 

Oteen, North Carolina 

Librarian: Rosemary Dolan 


U. S. Veterans Administration Hospital 
Medical Library 

12th Ave. & E St. 

Salt Lake City, Utah 

Librarian: Mrs. Louise A. Small 





Université Laval 
Bibliotheque Medicale 
Quebec, P. Q., Canada 
Librarian: Dr. Pierre Jobin 


Supporting Members 
7 (Including 1 Reinstated) 


Hafner, Walter A. 
Stechert-Hafner Inc. 
31 East 10th St. 
New York 3, N. Y. 


Haviland, Thomas N. 
Army Medical Museum 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Hemsath, Frederick A., M.D. 
Dept. of Pathology 

Lima Memorial Hospital 
Linden & Mobel Streets 
Lima, Ohio 


Key, Sam N., M.D. 
120 West 7th Street 
Austin, Texas 






Kirber, Maria W., M.D. 


Woman’s Medical College of Pennsylvania 


East Falls 29, Pennsylvania 


Piersol, G. M., M.D. 
2031 Locust Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


White, Angela 
433 W. 34th St. 
New York 1, N. Y. 
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Sustaining Members 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. 
1 Madison Avenue 
New York 10, N. Y. 


E. R. Squibb & Sons 
Squibb Bldg. 

745 Fifth Avenue 
New York 22, N. Y. 


Upjohn Company 


Box 271 


Kalamazoo, Michigan 


RESIGNED OR DELINQUENT 


Professional Members 


Allan, Charlotte S. 

Dalhousie University Medical Library 
Forrest Building 

Carelton Street 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada 


Beaty, Mrs. Ellyn Broomell 
U. S. Marine Hospital Library 
Carville, Louisiana 


Bradley, Mrs. Avar S. 
405 Blohm Street 
West Haven, Conn. 


Brin, Mrs. Josephine S. 
101 Third Street 
San Antonio, Texas 


Brody, Marian Irene 
American Cancer Society 
47 Beaver Street 

New York 4, New York 


Cockrell, Louise 

Nueces, County Medical Library 
Memorial --ospital 

Cs:pus Christi, Texas 


Crawford, Mr. Park D. 

Jackson County Medical Society Library 
General Hospital 

Kansas 8, Missouri 


Curry, Jean Pintard 
Washington University 
School of Medicine Library 
4580 Scott Avenue 

St. Louis 10, Missouri 


Detloff, Mrs. Virginia 

California State Department of Health 
Division of Laboratories 

3093 Life Science Bldg. 

Berkeley 4, California 


Dolhonde, Odette 
3011 DeSoto Street, Apt. B 
New Orleans 19, Louisiana 


Eagle, Minnie B. (Joined 8/13/49) 
U. S. Marine Hospital 
Stapleton, S. I. 4, N. Y. 


Giles, Laura Grace 

Department of National Health and Wel- 
fare Library 

Jackson Bldg., Room 631 

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 


Helmrich, Harold E. 
228 N. Hillcrest Ave. 
Yakima, Washington 


Joslin, Myrtle A. 

Charles V. Chapin Hospital Library 
153 Easton Street 

Providence, Rhode Island 


McQuay, Mrs. Betty (Mrs. George W.) 
2238 W. Fayette Street 
Baltimore 23, Maryland 


Maguire, Theresa 

Loyola University School of Medicine Li- 
brary 

706 S. Wolcott Avenue 

Chicago 12, Illinois 
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Merrill, Barbara E. 
Yale Historical Library 
333 Cedar St. 

New Haven 11, Conn. 


Morton, Mary Daniels 

Department of National Health & Wel- 
fare Library 

631 Jackson Blvd. 

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 


Newby, Elizabeth 
1034 Strickland 
Dallas 16, Texas 


Nicolas, Clementina 

College of Medical Evangelists 
Department of Nervous Disease Library 
1801 New Jersey Street 

Los Angeles 33, California 


O’Leary, Susan 

Department of Pensions and National 
Health 

Daly Bldg. 

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 


Pearson, Mrs. Otillia M. 

Tuberculosis Institute of Chicago & Cook 
County Library 

343 S. Dearborn Street 

Chicago 5, Illinois 


Reilly, Jeanne M. 
901 S. Negley Ave. 
Pittsburgh 32, Pa. 


Sprow, Mrs. Clementine (Mrs. Allen J.) 
Butler Hospital 
Providence 6, Rhode Island 


Stirling, Margaret 
Army Medical Library 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Wellman, Mr. Murrell C. 
407 Douglas Street 
Toliet, Illinois 


White, Miss Marion 

St. Luke’s Hospital Library 
1500 Indiana Avenue 
Chicago 5, Illinois 


Library Members 


Danvers State Hospital 
MacDonald Medical Library 
Hathorne, Mass. 

Librarian: Mrs. Gladys I. Vance 


Harrower Laboratory, Inc. Library 
920 E. Broadway 

P. O. Box 791 

Glendale 5, California 

Librarian: Miss Gertrude M. Clark 


Lancaster Co. Medical Society Library 
Sharp Bldg. 

Lincoln 8, Nebraska 

Librarian: Dorothy E. Bridges 


Santa Barbara Clinic Library 
1421 State Street 

Santa Barbara, California 
Librarian: Margaret S. Eder 


Trudeau Sanatorium 

Lawrason Brown Memorial Medical Li- 
brary 

Trudeau, New York 

Librarian: Marjorie G. Smith 


U. S. Veterans Administration Branch Office 
No. 17 

Branch Regional Medical and General 
Library 

366 Adams St. W. 

Chicago, Il. 

Librarian: Jane A. Gleason 


Western Reserve University School of 
Pharmacy Library 

2029 Adelbert Road 

Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Acting Librarian: Helen Skowronska 
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Supporting Members 


Beigelman, M. N., M.D. 
1930 Wilshire Blvd. 
Los Angeles 5, Calif. 


Brown, Madelaine R., M.D. 
264 Beacon Street 
Boston 16, Massachusetts 


Cameron, A. L., M.D. 
Northwest Clinic 
Minot, N. Dak. 


Cummer, Clyde L., M.D. 
1010 Hanna Bldg. 
Cleveland 15, Ohio 


Foote, Merrill N., M.D. 
160 Henry Street 
Brooklyn 2, New York 


Hafkesbring, Roberta, Ph.D. 
Woman’s Medical College of Pennsylvania 


East Falls 
Philadelphia 29, Pennsylvania 


Hafner, Alfred 
G. E. Stechert Company 


Supporting Members 


Friedenwald, Harry, M.D. 
1212 Eutaw Place 
Baltimore 17, Maryland 


Greene, Mr. Ryland W. 
161 Rose Lane 
Haverford, Pennsylvania 


Lockard, George Carroll, M.D. 
2925 N. Charles Street 
Baltimore 18, Maryland 


31-37 E. 10th Street 
New York 3, New York 


Hewitt, Richard M., M.D. 
Mayo Clinic 
Rochester, Minn. 


Lonergan, L. H., M.D. 
Loma Linda, Calif. 


Nixon, Pat Ireland, M.D. 
1022 Medical Arts Bldg. 
San Antonio 5, Texas 


Reynolds, Col. Francois H. K. 
2622 W. Vine Street 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


Selling, Lowell S., M.D. 
16196 Cherrylawn Avenue 
Detroit, Michigan 


Van Deene, Gerard B. 
271 Park St. 
West Springfield, Mass. 


Vera, Sister Superior M. 
St. Joseph Hospital 
Memphis, Tenn. 


DECEASED 


Minot, George R., M.D. 
Thorndike Memorial Laboratory 
Boston City Hospital 

Boston 18, Mass. 


Weeks, John Elmer, M.D. 
12642 S. W. Edgecliff Road 
Portland, Oregon 


Honorary Member 


Packard, Francis R., M.D. 
304 South 19 Street 
Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania 
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Dr. Larkey, in introducing the Treasurer, Mrs. Edith R. Dernehl, told of 
her long and faithful service, stating that her resignation as Treasurer was a 
real loss to the Association. 

The Treasurer presented the report for the fiscal year 1949. 


TREASURER’S REPORT 


STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENSES FOR THE YEAR 1949 


Income: 
Dues: 
Library members ($20.00) 
Professional members ($5 .00) 
Professional members ($3.00) 
Supporting members ($5.00) 
Sustaining members ($100.00)... 


Total dues received acwrialig $9,511.05 
BULLETIN: 
Subscriptions Bat 
Advertising....... Phy oe 
Back numbers and extra copies 
Repvints 
Other BULLETIN income 


Total BULLETIN income (exclusive of dues). 1,921.85 


Interest on savings accounts 106.55 
Interest on securities 183.00 
Handbook royalties 105.50 
Registrations and other receipts from annual meeting. 1,919.15 
Contribution—Eli Lilly and Company 1,000.00 
Miscellaneous income 105.00 


Total income for year $14,852.10 


Expenses: 
Association Exchange: 
Salaries 
Other expenses 


, 

BULLETIN Cost: 

Regular issues 

Reprints 
President’s expense 
Secretary’s office 
Treasurer’s office 
Special committees—Schedule 1 
Auditing and legal fees 
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Fines and penalties... . 

Annual meeting.......... 

Miscellaneous expense. ............ 22.02. ccccccee 
Total expenses for year 


Excess of income over expenses 


STATEMENT OF CASH ACCOUNTING FOR THE YEAR 1949 


Cash Balance, January 1, 1949: 
Treasurer’s Checking Account: 
General Fund 
Rockefeller Foundation—Scholarship Fund 
Savings accounts in Baltimore banks 


Total balance, January 1, 1949 
Cash Receipts—1949: 
Total income—Exhibit “A” 
Rockefeller Foundation—Scholarship Fund 


Total receipts 
Less interest on bonds—not received in cash. . 


PE obec estenekinnen skews ; 


Total January 1 balance plus receipts. . 
Cash Disbursements—1949: 
Total expenses—Exhibit ‘‘A’”’... . 
Less withholding taxes for 1949—not paid December 31, 1949.. 


Plus: 
Government bonds purchased Series “F” 
Withholding and social security taxes for 1948—paid in 1949. 


Total disbursements—General Fund 
Cash disbursements—Rockefeller Fund—Schedu! ? 


Total disbursements 


Cash-balance, December 31, 1949 


Consisting of: 


Treasurer’s Checking Account—Marshall and Ilsley Bank, Mil- 


waukee, Wisconsin: 
General Fund 
Rockefeller Foundation—Scholarship Fund 


1,182.66 


$14,852.10 
13,750.00 


. $28,602.10 


183.00 


$12,369.94 
94.74 


$12,275.20 


2,960.00 
98.85 


$15 , 334.05 
8,811.97 


$3,489.83 
6,120.69 


12,369.94 


$2,482.16 


$5,443.99 
5,870.42 


$11,314.41 


28,419.10 


__-__. 


$39,733.51 


24,146.02 


$15,587.49 


$9,610.52 
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Savings Accounts: 
Eutaw Savings Bank of Baltimore $2,423.62 
Metropolitan Savings Bank of Baltimore 2,419.78 
Union Trust Company of Maryland (Baltimore) 1,133.57 5,976.97 


Total as above $15,587.49 


EpirH R. DERNERL, 
Treasurer 


An Auditing Committee was appointed by the President, consisting of 
Wesley Draper, Chairman, Anna P. Kennedy, and Mrs. Josephine G. Morton. 


REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE 


The Finance Committee is assigned the duties of supervising the financial 
affairs and preparing an annual budget for the Medical Library Association. 
Certain procedures, which have been inaugurated by the Committee to ac- 
complish its work, may be of interest to the membership of the Medical Library 
Association, and, therefore, they are described and discussed herewith. 

1. Presentation of information to Medical Library Association officers and 
committees. As soon as officers are elected and committees appointed for the 
fiscal year, a form letter, over the signature of the Chairman of the Finance 
Committee and of the Treasurer who is ex-officio a member of the Finance Com- 
mittee, is sent to each officer and committee chairman. The letter specifies the 
amount of money available in the budget for the office or committee involved, 
states the routine to follow if additional money is needed for the year, and dis- 
cusses order and invoice payment procedures. This letter is valuable for several 
reasons. It leads to uniformity of financial records, hastens the routine of invoice 
payments and obviates the variations and misinterpretations which might creep 
into individual letters and verbal messages. It informs all those who are con- 
cerned that Medical Library Association money is available for the expenses 
of their Association work and places the responsibility on them if they incur 
expenses without having made arrangement for payment. 

2. Preparation of a budget. The procedure is as follows: The Executive Com- 
mittee keeps the Finance Committee informed on all financial matters which 
come to its attention or which it has under consideration. ihe data supplied 
on money which becomes available for Association use covers the amount, 
source, purpose, restrictions, continuance, and termination date. On proposed 
projects or expenditures the information includes the director, purpose, dura- 
tion, estimated cost, and estimated receipts. 

The budget year is from January ist to December 31st, so in November of 
each year the Chairman of the Finance Committee checks with the President 
to ascertain that all pertinent financial data which is available is at hand and 
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with the Treasurer as to the state of the treasury and budget balances of the 
current calendar year. A preliminary budget is prepared by the Finance Com- 
mittee and presented to the Executive Committee. Suggested changes made 
by this Committee are incorporated and the actual working budget prepared 
and mimeographed for distribution. 

In addition to these routine procedures, the Finance Committee considers 
special problems of financial import to the Association. During the year 1949- 
1950, in conjunction with the Executive Committee, consideration was given 
to the suggestion made in 1948-1949 that all Medical Library Association ac- 
tivities function on the calendar year basis. An earnest study was made of the 
implications for all concerned. It was concluded that the advantages to the 
financial activities of the Association were not of sufficient strength to out- 
weigh the disadvantages which such a change would develop for other activities 
now on a fiscal year varying in date with the date of the annual meeting. There- 
fore, it was decided to make no change in the fiscal year at present but to hold 
the idea in abeyance. Further experience might prove the present system to be 
sufficiently satisfactory, or it might seem best to institute a budget year based 
on a fiscal period, as from July 1 to June 30, or to follow some yet to be evolved 
plan. 

At the present time, bond arrangements as they now exist for the Treasurer 
are being considered. It may be possible to obtain the bond at a lower cost 
than is now being paid 

At the request of the Executive Committee, the Finance Committee has 
given consideration to some easement of the burden carried by the Medical 
Library Association Treasurer. The committee members believe that additional 
secretarial assistance, as needed, should be given to the Treasurer and other 
officers, but that the cost of a paid Secretary-Treasurer is prohibitive for the 
Association now. Also, the work might be divided by the assignment of por- 
tions of it to an Assistant Treasurer or to various individuals. 

No Medical Library Association money was invested during the fiscal year 
1949-1950. Some investments were made during the previous fiscal year and 
at the present rate of expenditures, it does not seem likely that there will be 
a surplus to invest for a time. 


A ppendix I to Finance Committee Report 1949-50 


ESTIMATED BUDGET FOR THE MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 1950 


Restricted 
Grants, 
Unrestricted Unrestricted Gifts & 
General Grants & Revolving 
Income Gifts Funds 


Estimated Receipts, 1950 
Dues—Library members @ $20.00 
Sustaining members @ $100.00 
Supporting members @ $5.00............... 
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Restricted 


Unrestricted § Unrestricted Gifts & 
General Grants & Revolving 
Income Gifts Funds 
Professional members with BULLETIN @ $5.00. 1,250.00 
Professional members without BULLETIN 
i 570.00 
Annual Meeting registration fee @ $2.00 400.00 
BULLETIN (subscriptions, back numbers, ads)........ 1,700.00 
Army Medical Library Honorary Consultants (for 
printing of Transactions) 100.00 
Certification Fees 750.00 
Lilly Grant, 1950 
Lilly Grant, 1949 balance 
Revolving Funds from Savings Accounts 
Rockefeller Foundation Grant for Foreign Scholarships 
Rockefeller Foundation Grant for International Ex- 


$12,645.00 $1,600.00 $16,000.00 


Estimated Expenditures 


Exchange—Salaries (incl. allowance for office space)... $3,300.00 
Expenses (as paper, postage, ink)........ 1,000.00 
BULLETIN—4 issues (printing & mailing) 4,000.00 
Expenses (as secretarial, petty items)... . 400.00 
Officers—Expenses—President 400 .00 
Secretary (incl. MLA stationery) 300.00 
Treasurer (incl. bond) 450.00 
Other special officers, (as public 
relations) 50.00 
Special Committees—18 @ $10.00 for petty items... 180.00 
Annual Audit of Treasurer’s records 160.00 
Annual Meeting (incl. Committee expense).......... 400 .00 
Certification 750.00 
Miscellaneous (as dues in library organizations, repre- 
sentation at meetings of other organizations)... . 730.00 
SPECIAL PROJECTS: 
Special Administration Expenses 
Revision of the constitution (incl. legal advice)... . 
Grants & Gifts Committee-Promotion 
Membership Committee-Promotion 
Placement Office 
Short-term Projects 
Survey of medical school libraries 
Long-term Projects 
International Exchange 
Recruitment 
Abstracting & Indexing 
Scholarships (U. S.) and/or subsidy of courses. . . 
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Restricted 
Grants, 
Unrestricted § Unrestricted Gifts & 
General General & Revolving 
Income Gifts Funds 


Other Projects 
1948-9 authorizations, and deficit on revolving 
fund ‘projects y 300.00 
Authorizations to be assigned to the Lilly Grant. . 450.00 
Restricted Projects , 
Directory (reimbursable to MLA Savings Ac- 
800.00 
Checklist of Periodicals (reimbursable to MLA 
Savings Accounts) 200.00 
Foreign Scholarships (incl. 3% overhead) 10,000.00 


$12,645.00 $1,600.00 $16,000.00 


BERTHA B. HALLAM, 
Chairman 


REPORT OF THE PUBLICATION COMMITTEE 


Rising costs of publication have been the chief problem of this Committee 
for several years. In 1948 the printer of the BULLETIN increased his prices to 
the point where it was necessary to find another who would print the BULLETIN 
at a figure which the Association could afford. It was inevitable that the best 
quality of workmanship could not be purchased at the lowest fee, and the re- 
sult was an inordinate amount of work for the already overburdened Editor 
who was forced to dummy each issue in addition to the accustomed duties. 
The Executive Committee, aware of this and realizing that the BULLETIN, the 
permanent record of the Association and its ambassador to other countries, 
is the only medical library journal published, increased appropriations and in- 
structed the Committee to negotiate for a new printer in 1949. The Waverly 
Press was ultimately selected, and it is the hope of the Committee that the 
BULLETIN’S new dress meets with the approval of the Association. 

The time consuming work of editing the BULLETIN has long been too much 
for one person. In an effort to distribute some of the chores, a Business Man- 
ager as well as an Associate Editor has been appointed, and one member of 
the Committee was placed in charge of the mailing list to correct changes of 
address and keep the list up-to-date. 

There have been four issues of the BULLETIN published since our last meeting 
with a total of 411 pages. The costs have been: 

July, 1949 
October, 1949.... : 1071.65 
948 .44 


118.20 
1474.32 


$4318 .67 
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*Subscriptions at $5.00 
{Subscriptions at $2.00 
Army Medical Library Honorary Consultants 


$2018.76 


* Non-members. 
t Difference in cost of membership with and without BULLETIN. 


The total actual cost to the Association of publishing its BULLETIN thus 
comes to less than $2500.00. This low cost is due to the volunteer help given 
by members of the Editorial staff—especially the Editor, the Associate Editor, 
the Business Manager, and the assistant in charge of the mailing list. The 
growth of this Association has made the duties and responsibilities more and 
more burdensome, so that the time may come when such freely rendered services 
are impossible to continue. In January, 1950, a proposal was made by the 
printer to take complete charge of the routine labors of publication—ad- 
vertising, mailing list, responsibility for getting the BULLETIN printed. Un- 
fortunately, the cost was higher than the Association could meet at the present 
time. 

Readers of the BULLETIN must have noticed that the proceedings of the 
annual meeting of the Association appeared in an abbreviated form. Because 
of the increase in space required in the BULLETIN for the complete text of the 
proceedings and reports, it was felt necessary to eliminate some of the less 
important material. The complete transcript may be found in the Association’s 
Archives. ; 

A plan has been proposed for turning over to the Publication Committee 
the accounts of the BULLETIN, appointing a Treasurer for the BULLETIN who 
will care for the funds allotted for printing and those received from the sale 
of the BULLETIN and who will send bills for subscriptions, etc. This would re- 
lieve the Treasurer of the Association of considerable drudgery. The proposal 
is still under consideration. 

It is superfluous to say that the burden of the BULLETIN rests squarely on 
the capable shoulders of its Editor, Miss Estelle Brodman, and to her goes 
full credit for the high quality of its contents. Miss Marie Harvin has served 
as Associate Editor with the necessary attention to detail, and it is with regret 
that the Committee learned that she could not continue in that capacity. To 
Mr. MacWatt as Business Manager, to Mr. Salant, in charge of the mailing 
list, to the other members of the Committee goes grateful appreciation. 

GERTRUDE L. ANNAN, 
Chairman 
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ARCHIVES REPORT FOR 1949 


In the fiscal year for 1949, approximately 686 copies of the Medical Library 
Association BULLETIN were received by the Archives from the publishers. There 
were 291 issues sent upon request to members in various parts of the world. 

The back issues of the BULLETIN are housed in the basement of the Medical 
& Chirurgical Faculty building. An inventory sheet of these is attached. 


INVENTORY 
Available copies of the BULLETIN of the Medical Library Association—May 1 


Vol.1 #1 34 Vol. 11 #1-4 0 2 
247 (all in one) 3 
130 Vol. 12 #1 4 
143 2-4 .25 #1-2 
131 Vol. 13 # 1-2 3 
117 3 4 
101 4 .26 #1-2 
127 Vol. 14 #1 3 
133 2-3 4 
161 4 .27 #1 
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4 210 Vol. 36 #1 
Vol. 35 #1 50 2 
2 49 3 
3 4 Vol. 38 #1 
+ Vol. 37 #1 2 
PAULINE DUFFIELD, 
Archives Curator 


REPORT OF THE PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER 


The activities of the Public Relations Officer have been curtailed to an 
alarming degree, owing largely to the overwhelming modesty of the Association 
members. Our Committee Chairmen and national officers have been as silent 
as the proverbial Christmas mouse about their achievements and honors. 

We should like to have the library, literary, and educational worlds share 
our pride in the Association’s work. One of the purposes of the Public Relations 
program is to foster world-wide interest in our Medical Library Association. 
This can not be accomplished until facts and news are made available to the 
PRO. 

The second year of the PRO work has emphasized an angle not previously 
considered—that of ‘timeliness versus priority of news releases.” The fact 
that our BULLETIN is a quarterly publication complicates the problem as well 
as the fact that “‘timeliness”’ is, next to truth, the most essential factor in news 
and publicity. Decision on this is a matter for the Executive Committee’s con- 
sideration. 

M. IRENE JONES, 
Public Relations Officer 


Following the presentation of the Administrative Reports there was some 
discussion of the proposal of having a paid executive secretary-treasurer. It 
was emphasized that the increasing load of work on the officers and particu- 
larly on the treasurer is such that it is becoming almost impossible to carry on 
the work effectively along with other duties. 


Professional Meeting 


The second part of the Tuesday afternoon session was devoted to a Sym- 
posium on Historical Source Material of all classes in all types of medical 
libraries under the chairmanship of Dr. Henry R. Viets. The speakers were: 

1. Dr. William J. Wilson, the Army Medical Library. 
. Miss Gertrude L. Annan, New York Academy of Medicine. 
. Mr. W. B. McDaniel, 2nd, College of Physicians of Philadelphia. 
. Miss Isabelle T. Anderson, University of Utah. 
. Mr. James F. Ballard, Boston Medical Library. 
6. Mr. William A. Jackson, Houghton Library, Harvard University. 

The papers presented at this symposium will be published in the January, 

1951 issue of the BULLETIN. 
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Medical Library Association Activities 


The program for the session on Wednesday, June 21, 1950, was planned to 
emphasize the activities of the Association, to give an idea of what the Asso- 
ciation is doing in various fields, Reports were presented on the activities of 
the many committees and of the special representatives in joint activities 
with other organizations. The first part dealt with activities related to train- 
ing for medical librarianship and the certification program. The second part 
dealt with what might be called library service activities, those activities in 
which the Association partakes in order to aid the work of our own libraries 
and other libraries throughout the world. The third part dealt with matters 
of national and international cooperation in which the Association has taken 
such an important lead through the years. 


Medical Librarianship and the Certification Program 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON TASK ANALYSIS STUDY AS 
APPLIED TO MEDICAL LIBRARIES 


INTRODUCTION 


The preliminary draft of the “Descriptive List of Professional and Non- 
professional Duties in Libraries,” issued by the American Library Association 
in 1948, resulted from the efforts of the Subcommittee on Analysis of Library 
Duties of its Board on Personnel Administration. The Subcommittee, aided 
by groups of librarians from all parts of the country, spent several years in 
compiling the list which is meant to include all library duties performed in all 
types of libraries. M. L. A. has been participating in the project since 1947, 
when its representatives met with members of the A. L. A. committee, dele- 
gates from the Special Libraries Association and other library groups. Sug- 
gestions and criticism from these various associations were included in the 
preliminary draft. A. L. A. hoped to subject the “List” to an extensive testing 
program which would show: 

“(1) if the duties are properly separated into professional and nonpro- 
professional and are satisfactorily described; 

(2) whether additional duties should be listed; 

(3) the level of difficulty and responsibility of each duty according to the 
evaluation of the administrator, supervisor, and the employee per- 
forming it; 

(4) the abilities, aptitudes, education, and experience needed to perform 
each duty according to the evaluation of the administrator, super- 
visor, and employee performing it; 

(5) how these various duties are combined into specific positions in 
various sizes and types of libraries; and 

(6) the actual abilities, aptitudes, education, and experience of the in- 
dividual assigned to these positions.” 





340 MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The final draft resulting from this testing would offer a document of especial 
value to administrators in studying positions in their libraries in order to im- 
prove assignment of duties. More effective functioning of positions could be 
accomplished as well as better use of the abilities of staff members. 

In 1948, The American Library Association found it would be unable to 
proceed with the proposed plan of testing in which the Medical Library Asso- 
ciation had expected to cooperate. Quoted from the 1949 report of this Com- 
mittee is the procedure then followed by M. L. A. ‘“‘As M. L. A. had expected 
to make use of some of the results of this testing program for its own purposes, 
it was decided to carry through a first survey, on a small scale, of a typical 
group of medical libraries. This survey was not to be as extensive as that 
planned by the A. L. A., and included only the first two objectives of their 
program, namely: 

(1) if the duties are properly separated into professional and nonpro- 

fessional and are satisfactorily described; and 

(2) whether additional duties should be listed.”’ 
Accordingly, letters were written to a group of member libraries of M. L. A. 
asking if they would be willing to participate in the preliminary Task Analysis 
Study. These libraries represented clinics, commercial establishments, dental 
schools, combined professional schools, health departments, hospitals, medical 
schools, of varying sizes, functioning independently or as university depart- 
mental libraries, public library medical departments, and society libraries, 
again varying in size. Wide geographical distribution of libraries was attempted 
too. The responses were immediate and promised complete cooperation. There- 
fore, the following material was sent to seventeen libraries: first, sufficient 
copies of the eight-page “‘List of Library Activities” to supply each staff mem- 
ber with an individual check list; second, a copy of the complete ‘‘Descriptive 
List of Professional and Nonprofessional Duties.’’ Each staff member was di- 
rected to check the “‘List”’ for every activity performed in his position. Consul- 
tation of the ‘‘Descriptive List” for explanation of duties was recommended. 
In addition, each person was asked to add any duties of his position which 
were not included in the “List.” 


ANALYSIS OF INFORMATION SHEETS 


Analysis of the information sheets thus collected and the subsequent draw- 
ing of conclusions regarding the validity of the ‘“‘Descriptive List” for medical 
libraries have been the concern of the Committee on Task Analysis. It must 
be indicated that this surveying was not in any way intended to deal with the 
administrative organization of any of the cooperating libraries nor to be an 
analysis of their procedures, division of work, etc. It was intended to make a 
general check of duties performed in medical libraries. The Committee is most 
grateful to all of the staff members who contributed their time in filling out 
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the information sheets. The total number of responses, 141, surely represents 
most types of work performed in medical libraries. 

It was thought that a classification of the positions represented on the in- 
formation sheets would be of interest, but it proved difficult to compile. The 
variety of titles assigned to positions made it impossible to make an accurate 
classification, and even examination of the duties checked did not, in many 
cases, give a clear picture of the type of work involved. Such titles as “Prin- 
cipal Library Assistant,” ‘Senior Assistant Librarian,” “Senior Librarian,” 
“First Assistant,” are not descriptive of the content of the position. Therefore, 
the classification presented is only approximately correct. 

One of the aims of the survey was to find out if the duties on the master 
checking list could be considered valid for medical libraries. Of the 274 
duties a total of 6 remained unchecked by any medical library staff member, 
and none of the 6 are of prime importance in the operation of a library. Ten 
or more medical libraries record the performance of 175, or 63 per cent of the 
duties. Some phases of library activity do not seem to be heavily emphasized 
by medical libraries, e. g., Public Relations. The figures on this master checking 
list showing the total number of libraries in which individual duties are per- 
formed and the total number of individuals performing them indicate that, 
for the most part, medical library duties are the same as those in other li- 
braries, and the “‘List’”’ may be considered valid for their use. 

The figures regarding the professional and nonprofessional duties performed 
in various positions cannot be considered conclusive as to the type of work 
performed by an individual, since the apportionment of time spent on each 
duty is unknown. They are of interest, however, in showing variations in con- 
tent of positions in different sizes and types of libraries. 

One of the objects of this brief survey was to discover if additional duties 
need to be added to the A. L. A. “Descriptive List” to make it applicable to 
medical libraries. Therefore, it was considered important to give in detail in- 
information regarding suggestions for additional duties. Forty-five individuals 
listed duties, which, in their opinion, were not included in the “List.” Eighty- 
three duties were so listed, many of which were found to be repetitions. Mem- 
bers of the Committee have made careful decisions regarding these suggested 
duties, realizing that variations of opinion are inevitable. 


RECOMMENDATIONS TO AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Analysis of the information sheets indicates that, in general, staff members 
were able to use the “‘List” easily and checked the duties of their positions 
without difficulty. Use of different terminology caused some confusion, and 
evidence of lack of study of the ‘‘Descriptive List,” especially its introduction, 
appeared in some cases. The policy of listing a duty only once disconcerted a 
few, and some probably considered the classification of activities to be de- 
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partmental organization, rather than type of work. There are a few suggestions 
which the Committee would like to present for consideration in the A. L. A.’s 
revision of this preliminary draft of the ‘‘Descriptive List.” 

1. Emphasize the fact, by expanded description whenever desirable, that 
library material includes audio-visual material, manuscripts, pam- 
phlets, periodicals, serials, as well as books. 

Though introductory explanations under activities such as Selection 
of Material, Acquisition, Cataloging and Classification, Physical Up- 
keep of Material do describe library material inclusively, descrip- 
tions under detailed headings seem to be inadequate when only 
books are mentioned, e.g., Verifying and approving book bills. 

2. Provide an alphabetical approach to the list by means of an index to 
common terms used in the descriptive paragraphs—not an alpha- 
betical listing of the headings, e.g., 

Audio-visual services, p. 66 
Collating 
rare books, p. 41 
special books, p. 54 
Indexes, p. 59 
Interlibrary loans 
bibliographical data, p. 59 
records, p. 55 
supervising, p. 53 
Orientation courses, p. 54 
Page service, p. ? 

In trying to locate duties which had been listed as not included in the 
“List” Committee members felt the need of an index of this type, and 
thought some of those checking the ‘List’ would not have needed 
to describe some of the duties as additional had an index been avail- 
able. 

3. Insert “‘see also” references under some activity headings to indicate 
that additional applicable duties may be found under another ac- 
tivity, e.g., CATALOGING AND CLASSIFICATION, See also 
ADMINISTRATION; PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT. 

The introduction states that ‘‘the policy of listing a duty only once has 
been generally followed,” but that statement was evidently over- 
looked by many who checked the lists. 

4, Emphasize and expand duties connected with audio-visual services, 
including photoduplication departments. 

The descriptions included in the “List” now as Nonprofessional duties 
under Administration and under Assistance to Readers seem in- 
sufficient to cover this rapidly developing field. 
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CONCLUSIONS 


The M. L. A. Committee on Task Analysis Study, following the analysis of 
results of this first survey of a small group of typical medical libraries, con- 
cludes that the A. L. A. “Descriptive List of Professional and Nonprofessional 
Duties” is a comprehensive compilation of duties performed in libraries which 
needs only a few additions to make it well adapted for use in all medical li- 
braries. That it is a valid list of duties for medical libraries is proved by the 
large number of duties checked as being performed by many medical library 
staff members, by the small number not checked by any individuals, and by 
the small number of additional duties which are finally suggested for in- 
clusion. 

From the introduction to the “List’’ comes this definition of “professional 
duties,”’ “those whose adequate performance involves the ability to exercise 
independent judgement based on an understanding of the elements of library 
service—books, readers, and the means by which they are brought into effective 
relationship—and in addition a familiarity with specific library techniques and 
procedures.” Insufficient comments were received to indicate that separation 
of duties into professional and nonprofessional was other than consistent with 
this definition; hence, the Committee recommends no changes. Descriptions 
of a few headings need expansion. The addition of three new categories is recom- 
mended. These are: Distribution of organization’s publications, Editorial as- 
sistance, and Translating. 

The Committee has not contemplated as a necessity the preparation of any 
separate list of duties especially adapted for use in medical libraries. As the 
Board on Personnel Administration of the A. L. A. has indicated its willing- 
ness to consider incorporation of revisions which will increase the validity of 
its “Descriptive List” for all libraries, it seems unnecessary to repeat work 
already completed. Therefore, it is hoped that the A. L. A. “List,” with the 
addition of suggestions from this report, will not only be of use to the Medical 
Library Association as a whole, in further developments in training and certifi- 
cation activities, but will also serve its members as a useful guide in the plan- 
ning and organization of work in their respective libraries. 

WitmA TROXEL, 
Chairman 


President Larkey pointed out that this very thorough study of the Task 
Analysis Committee is one of those activities of the Association performed on a 
purely voluntary basis with no financial support. It is an outstanding con- 
tribution not only to medical librarianship, but to librarianship as a whole. 

Another great contribution to librarianship has been the work of the Com- 
mittee on Standards for Medical Librarianship and of its four Subcommittees. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS FOR 
MEDICAL LIBRARIANSHIP 


Since the status of the Committee on Standards for Medical Librarianship 
was made legal by action of the Medical Library Association at the meeting 
in Galveston, April 13, 1949, the Committee and the Subcommittees have been 
functioning along the prescribed lines. 

The first task was the choice of two recipients for the scholarships to the 
summer course in Medical Library Literature at the Columbia University 
School of Library Service, which were made possible by the gift from the Eli 
Lilly Company. Out of the five applicants for the scholarships, Miss Melecia 
Cranny of Creighton University School of Medicine Library, one of our own 
members, and Mrs. LaVerne Holland of Atlanta, Georgia, were selected to re- 
ceive $150.00 apiece, and the money was turned over to them by the Treas- 
urer. Pursuing this policy, the Committee has recommended that two more 
scholarships be given for use for the same course in the summer of 1950, and 
applications have been received and will be acted upon before this meeting 
is adjourned. 

From April 1, 1949 to April 1, 1950, fifteen inquiries came to the Committee 
from people interested in medical library training, and as much advice and help 
as possible has been given each one. Interest in this special training appears in 
various sections of the country, including Canada, and it is to be hoped that 
more sources of training will be available soon. 

The possibility of library schools in several parts of the country offering 
medical library training has been considered, and while interest has been shown, 
feasible plans have not been proposed except from Emory University Library 
School where it is hoped a course will be given in the summer of 1951. 

A great amount of work has been done by the four Subcommittees, and at 
this time I would like to commend especially the Chairmen of the Subcom- 
mittees and the Vice-Chairman of the Standards Committee, Miss Louise 
Williams, for their quick response to requests for opinions on the various mat- 
ters before us. The major project of the Standards Committee this year has 
been the working out of the details of Certification procedures, and the entire 
Committee, with the advice of the Executive Committee, gave their assistance. 
The brunt of the work fell upon Miss Heath Babcock, and no word of mine is 
sufficient to thank her for her persistence and patience in carrying on this 
service to the Association. She will present her report, which I might say is 
too modest to represent the many hours she has spent on her task. 

A no less important task of the Standards Committee was the formulation 
of a suggested curriculum for use by schools offering medical library training, 
and Miss Marion Murphy will present the conclusions and recommendations 
of the Subcommittee on Curriculum. 
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The Subcommittee on Internship clarified the proposals for schools offering 
internships. Miss Mildred Walter will present the report of that Committee. 
The Subcommittee on Recruitment has a basic function as far as the pro- 
fession is concerned in interesting young people in the profession, and Mrs. 
Jacqueline Felter has done a fine job of contacting library schools and other 
agencies for presenting the challenge of our field. She will give a report of the 
work of her Committee. 
IsABELLE T. ANDERSON, 
Chairman 


REPORT OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON CERTIFICATION 


The work of the Subcommittee on Certification may not seem to have 
progressed as fast as was desirable but the material involved has demanded, 
and received, the most careful and critical attention by all concerned. 

The process followed was to prepare samples of an Application Form, a 
Booklet of Information, and a Memorandum of Procedures, the latter being 
for the sole use and guidance of the members of the Subcommittee on Certifi- 
cation. The Application Form and the Booklet of Information were both pat- 
terned on a selection of similar items issued by other associations and collected 
for this purpose by this Subcommittee during the preceding year. The Mem- 
orandum of Procedures grew out of our own combined efforts. 

These items were distributed to all of the members of the Subcommittee on 
Certification for corrections and suggestions, retyped and redistributed; how 
many times in all is now forgotten. Then they were sent to the members of the 
Committee on Standards for Medical Librarianship for the same careful at- 
tention before being submitted to the Executive Committee. 

Fortunately, several members of the Executive Committee, who also were 
concerned with the Revision of the Constitutuon, and one of whom was also 
a member of our own Subcommittee, met in New York City at intervals. The 
Chairman of the Subcommittee on Certification had the privilege of joining 
them in November and again in February for advice and constructive criticism. 
These meetings forwarded our progress most effectively and saved untold cor- 
respondence which, at best, is often unsatisfactory. The fact that we had a 
President who had reason to cross the continent and gather the opinions and 
votes of his Executive Committee members on this matter, as well as on other 
Association affairs, gave us a final spurt of speed and we burst into print in 
May. However, there will need to be specific information on courses in medical 
librarianship and on libraries approved for internship included in future issues 
of the Booklet of Information under the heading Requirements for Certifica- 
tion for Grades I, II and III. Changes in procedures will no doubt need to be 
made as we continue to learn by experience. 

The material necessary for formal application for Certification, as prepared 
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to date, has been sent to those applicants who had requested it and to all of the 
members of the Executive Committee as well as to the members of our own 
Subcommittee on Certification and to the members of the Committee on 
Standards for Medical Librarianship. Several completed forms have already 
been returned and are now being processed by the Subcommittee on Certifica- 
tion. 
The routine has not yet been firmly established but the start has been made 
and will be well developed by next year’s Subcommittee on Certification. 
HEATH BABCOCK, 
Chairman 


REPORT OF SUBCOMMITTEE ON CURRICULUM 


This year the Subcommittee on Curriculum continued its investigation of 
the formal education of medical librarians. A course titled ‘“Medical Literature”’ 
is offered at Columbia University, which consists of approximately 47 class 
hours and gives 3 university credits. This course consists of a survey and 
evaluation of library resources in medicine, with the emphasis upon bibliograph- 
ical and information sources. Some attention is given to special service prob- 
lems in medical libraries. 

Another opportunity for medical librarians to gain some formal training was 
offered by the Veterans Administration in 4 courses given in 1949 and one in 
1950. These courses were held at four university medical school libraries in 
conjunction with the university’s library school. One each was held at the 
University of Southern California, University of Chicago, and Columbia 
University and two at the University of Illinois. These courses were given 
over a three-week period and consisted of approximately 45 class hours, and 
3 semester hours of university credit was granted. The basic pattern of these 
courses was a two-hour morning lecture period on a medical subject, by a doctor 
in the specialty, followed by a discussion of the key literature in the subject 
by the librarian. This was followed by a laboratory period, and the assignment 
of reference questions geared to the use of the literature in the specific subject. 
The subjects chosen were those most emphasized in Veterans Administration 
hospitals. Eighty-three Veterans Administration librarians received this train- 
ing in 1949, eleven in 1950. With the completion of the 1950 course, all Veterans 
Administration training hospitals will have been covered. 

It is the recommendation of the Subcommittee on Curriculum to the Subcom- 
mittee on Certification that applicants for certification who have successfully 
completed the courses listed above be accepted for certification at Grade I. 

The possibility of Emory University offering a course in medical library 
training was discussed, and information and suggestions on the material to be 
included in such a course were made available to Emory by the Subcommittee 
on Curriculum. There was not enough time to work out all the details involved 
in the presentation of the course and it was postponed. 
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Even a cursory examination of medical library education reveals that the 
field is a very large one, and that there are vast amounts of information which 
should be covered. It is obvious that it is impossible to do this in a course of 
45 hours. Even at this early stage in the development of formal training for 
medical librarians, it is apparent that a more extensive course will evolve. A 
practical solution of this problem has been made in Great Britain where two 
courses are offered. One is Medical library practice, which includes history and 
development of medical libraries throughout the world, types of medical 
libraries, organization and administration, etc. The other course is The literature 
of medicine, which deals with the bibliographical sources, indexes and nomencla- 
ture in all fields of medicine. 

Various opinions have been offered concerning the training of medical li- 
brarians; one of these is that the medicai librarian should have a solid founda- 
tion in the sciences. This could be achieved by devoting half the usual college 
time to courses in the following subjects: biology, chemistry, physics, mathe- 
matics, botany, geology, psychology, and four courses in languages. This sets a 
very high standard and while it is not practical now in any of the existing 
library courses, it merits attention for future planning. Certainly the impor- 
tant positions in the larger libraries will demand this type of training. But 
it is also true that many library positions do not require such extensive training. 
Another opinion which has been expressed is that the present needs would best 
be met by the following training: 

1. 3 years of college to include 2 foreign languages and courses in biological 
subjects. 
2. 4th year of college to consist of library training, 3 of which should be 
basic training and 3 should be specialized training. 
This course should be followed by an internship during which the student 
should become familiar with medical terminology and bibliography. This type 
of training would be adequate for the majority of positions in the medical 
library. Another opinion expressed is that the training should consist of: 
1. a general cultural background. 
2. a year of graduate professional library training. 
3. as much science and language background as will fit in. 
These divergent plans require further study before any arbitrary program is 
decided upon. 

The Subcommittee was asked to prepare a statement of what the Medical 
Library Association requires of a course for the training of medical librarians. 
This is to be presented to library schools in connection with M. L. A. sponsor- 
ship of such courses. This is not an attempt to outline a detailed course but to 
present the general aims of such a course. In accordance the Subcommittee 
prepared the following statement: “The purpose of this course is to give an 
introduction to medical literature and its bibliographical indexes. An evaluation 
will be made on the basic books and basic periodicals in each specialty. The 
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special problems of the organization and administration and procedure tech- 
niques of the medical library will be considered.” 

The Subcommittee was also asked for more specific information on the 
training required for certification at Grades I and III to be included in the 
Booklet of Information on Certification. The Subcommittee offers the following 
clarification for Grade I: completion of college, and library school training at an 
A. L. A. approved library school, and a course of instruction in medical library 
service approved by the M. L. A. The Subcommittee feels that at present it is 
not possible to elaborate on Grade III requirements because of the limited 
opportunities for education in medical librarianship. 

MaArIon A. Murpuy, 
Chairman 


REPORT OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNSHIP 


The task of the Subcommittee on Internship was to draw up requirements 
to apply to libraries offering internships for inclusion in the Booklet of Informa- 
tion and the Memorandum of Procedures. 

Our predecessors bequeathed us their legacy, a list of requirements for a 
teaching library. Using these requirements as a starting point and appropriating 
the phraseology of the Code for the Training and Certification of Medical 
Librarians, Grade I and II, the Committee has agreed upon and submits for 
approval the following recommendations for libraries offering internships. 

For the Booklet of Information it was thought a short statement would be 
adequate and reads: 

Certification at Grades I and II 
I. Completion of college and library school training including an ap- 
proved course of instruction in medical library service. 

II. In addition to the completion of training for Grade I, a term of super- 
vised experience of at least six months in medical libraries approved 
by the Subcommittee on Internship. 

Libraries in which such supervised experience may be had shall have 
not less than 20,000 volumes and a subscription list of 350 or more 
current periodicals. The staff shall consist of at least two qualified 
librarians and clerical assistants to supervise the practice work in 
the various departments of the library. Opportunity shall be given 
the intern to audit or take elementary medical courses and to observe 
in another type of library from that in which the internship is held. 

For inclusion in the Memorandum of Procedures, a longer, more explanatory 

statement is submitted: 
Certification at Grades I and II 
I. Completion of college and library school training including an ap- 
proved course of instruction in medical library service. 
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II. In addition to the completion of training for Grade I, a term of 

supervised experience of at least six months in medical libraries ap- 
proved by the Subcommittee on Internship. 
Libraries in which such supervised experience may be had shall have 
not less than 20,000 volumes and a subscription list of 350 or more 
current periodicals. The staff shall consist of at least two qualified 
librarians as well as clerical assistants. One such librarian shall have 
a library school degree and both have over five years’ experience in a 
medical library. The intern shall have the opportunity of working in 
all departments of the library; e.g., reference, book selection and 
ordering, circulation, periodicals and exchange, cataloging and clas- 
sification, and administration. An opportunity for at least auditing 
medical courses similar to those given for nursing school students 
or medical technicians shall be given. Opportunity to observe in 
another type of library from that in which the internship is held, 
such as society, hospital, commercial, pharmaceutical, etc. shall be 
given. The intern shall be paid a regular salary. 

It was the purpose of the Committee to make the requirements general 
rather than too specific to avoid the necessity for revision in the near future. 
For instance, the matter of salary is left to the individual library to decide upon, 
in conformity with the salary scale prevailing there. 


A list of approved libraries cannot be given at this time since no attempt was 
made this year to survey any medical libraries for internships. 
MILDRED E. WALTER, 
Chairman 


REPORT OF SUBCOMMITTEE ON RECRUITMENT 


The members of the Subcommittee on Recruitment began their work this 
year, as last year, by offering their services as intermediaries between the 
students in library school classes and librarians who would present to them 
the facts and confute the fallacies about medical librarianship. Meetings 
were arranged at fifteen library schools. Of the remaining twenty-two library 
schools, several of those which are connected with institutions having medical 
colleges reported that such meetings with the medical librarian are arranged 
every year, and several schools voluntarily renewed the contacts made for 
them last year. One school failed to reply and four schools declined the offer 
of assistance in presenting medical library work to the students. The responses 
from the library schools brought out two facts: that the program for contacting 
the library schools would have been more effective if it had been started during 
the first semester before the students had discovered their preferences, and 
that the supply of library school graduates this year tends to exceed the demand 
for them. 
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Carrying out a plan suggested at the meeting of the committee last year, 
each member distributed in her area placards and literature to the vocational 
directors of the colleges which grant Bachelor of Science degrees. Altogether 
264 envelopes were mailed. In order to make the best use of a limited amount of 
printed material, recruitment literature was sent only te those who responded 
to an advance postal card. The response to this part of the recruitment program 
was gratifying, but, of course, one can merely guess how much emphasis will 
be placed upon medical libraries by the guidance counselors who have received 
the material, and, whatever the emphasis may be, it will be several years before 
it is possible to determine the effectiveness of this activity. 

An item entitled ““Mind on Medicine” appeared in the Jobs and Futures 
department of the February issue of Mademoiselle, the result of a project 
which was begun last year and was made possible by Miss Doe. Reprints of 
this item were included in the literature distributed to both the library schools 
and the undergraduate colleges. 

Unexpected publicity was derived from the fact that the mimeographed 
paper on “‘Medical Librarianship” prepared last year was cited in a publication 
entitled Guidance Chronicle which is distributed to vocational guidance coun- 
selors in high schools and colleges. Packets of literature were mailed to fifteen 
high school guidance counselors, two college guidance counselors, and one 
librarian of a public library, who had seen the note in Guidance Chronicle. 

A hospital librarian wrote for literature to assist her in participating in a 
program which her hospital arranged to demonstrate vocational opportunities 
in hospitals to the counselors and principals in the public schools in its city. 
Another librarian told me of a young man, a graduate this year from a school of 
pharmacy, who was so stimulated by his experiences as a student library as- 
sistant for two years, that he has matriculated in a library school, because he 
believes that a career as a librarian in the biological sciences field will give him 
more personal satisfaction than the career which he had planned originally. 
These reports bring to mind the point made last year in the report of the 
Subcommittee on Recruitment, that the best advertisement for medical li- 
brarianship is the medical librarian. 

Requests from laymen, also, found their way to the chairman of the com- 
mittee, from high school students in all but one instance. 

The conclusions to be drawn from the work of the Subcommittee on Recruit- 
ment during 1949-1950 are: (1) that recruitment on the undergraduate level 
may be more rewarding than that in library schools; (2) that vocational coun- 
selors and other school personnel are liaison agents who have been overlooked 
heretofore; (3) that more articles by and about medical librarians should 
be published in the lay, vocational, and educational periodicals; (4) that to 
carry on a recruitment program on a national scale it is necessary to have a 
large budget for printed materials; and (5) that, if we are to continue to induce 
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an increase in the supply of librarians, it may be well also to stimulate a demand 
for them in the way in which the demand has been stimulated by librarians in 
business and industrial organizations. 
JACQUELINE W. FELTER, 
Chairman 


REPORT ON JOINT COMMITTEE ON LIBRARY WORK AS A CAREER 


Miss L. Margueriete Prime and Miss Janet Doe represented the Medical 
Library Association at the meeting of the Joint Committee on Library Work 
as a Career, in Chicago on January 27, 1950. The minutes of the meeting and 
the impressions received by Miss Prime and Miss Doe indicate that the Joint 
Committee is still feeling its way and is somewhat less convinced at present 
of the need for its program than it was at the time of its organization. 

It was reported that the plan for a poster contest for high school students 
has been abandoned; that material for a manual on librarianship has been 
accumulated and a tentative outline made, but that an author has not yet been 
selected; and that the issue was raised whether a ‘“‘program aimed specifically 
at recruitment” should be given up in favor of “‘a program to push good public 
relations of a type which will inspire young people to enter the profession.” 

It has been difficult to accomplish a great deal by correspondence. During 
the last six months of 1949 it seemed that the success with which the members 
of the Joint Committee kept in touch with one another depended on the initia- 
tive of each individual. Thus far in 1950, however, it is apparent that the mem- 
bers of the Joint Committee will be better informed about its activities. 

Among the recent communications from Mrs. Florrinell F. Morton, Chair- 
man of the Joint Committee on Library Work As a Career since January, was 
the announcement that the Children’s Library Association has completed its 
pamphlet on library work with children. The Joint Committee has underwritten 
the publication of this pamphlet with a loan of one hundred dollars. 

Both Miss Doe and Miss Prime thought that the activities of the Medical 
Library Association Subcommittee on Recruitment compared favorably with 
those of any other group. There is evidence that this belief is not derived from 
preference; first, although Mr. St. John stated in his résumé of recruiting ac- 
tivities last year that little had been done on a national scale, our Subcommittee 
on Recruitment has planned and worked on a national scale from the beginning; 
second, the present chairman of the Joint Committee stated in a letter that 
“no special library organization has been more active [in recruitment] than . . . 
the Medical Library Association.” 

JACQUELINE W. FELTER, 
Representative 
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REPORT ON THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON LIBRARY EDUCATION 
(Councit OF NATIONAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS) 


At the 1949 meeting of this Association, you were told of the Princeton 
Conference on Library Education and of the prospective appointment of a 
Joint Committee on Library Education, as recommended at that Conference. 
Among the purposes with which this Committee would be charged were the 
“mutual exchange of information between library schools and various profes- 
sional groups” and the study of the “most desirable educational preparation 
for special librarians to serve as a guide to library schools to aid in developing 
programs of training.” In the initiation of such a Joint Committee, five mem- 
bers-at-large were appointed by the Council of National Library Associations, 
and constituent Associations of the Council of National Library Associations 
were invited to appoint official representatives as members of the Committee. 
Mrs. Eileen R. Cunningham became the Medical Library Association’s official 
representative and Miss Mary Louise Marshall of this Association was a 
Member-at-Large. 

Two meetings of the Joint Committee on Library Education have been held 
within the past year—on May 27, 1949 in New York, and on January 28, 1950 
in Chicago with Mr. Kenneth R. Shaffer as chairman pro tem. Your representa- 
tives were present at both of these meetings of the Committee. 

When the Committee met in May, its purpose was defined as stimulation 
to “leadership in the developing of standards and direction of education for 
librarianship.” Plans for permanent organization were formulated. 

In view of the current variation in standards of professional librarianship, 
and provision for substitute standards in terms of examination, the Joint Com- 
mittee discussed the advisability of the establishment of an agency, such as 
that for Graduate Record Examination, for provision of accreditation in some 
form on a national scale. The Chairman was instructed to appoint a Subcom- 
mittee on Examinations and Standards of Professional Education to explore 
the field and recommend any action which should be taken concerning the 
entire problem of examinations and their related aspects. 

In the discussion of the recommendation of the Princeton conference re- 
garding training for special librarianship, the Committee considered ‘‘special 
librarianship” as librarianship in special subject fieids, such as law, medicine, 
insurance, etc. It was shown that a study of this problem must be broken down 
into separate studies of individual fields, since background, needs, and therefore 
recommendations for training will vary and might not necessarily follow the 
same pattern. The Chairman appointed a Subcommittee on Special Librarian- 
ship with the following members: Mrs. Irene M. Strieby, Miss Mary Louise 
Marshall and Mr. Edward N. Waters, Chairman. This Subcommittee met for 
two days in Chicago to study the problems of education for librarianship in 
special subject fields. Their report was presented and approved on January 28, 
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1950. Recommendations as formulated in this report apply only to librarianship 
in special subject fields, and the need for subject knowledge was stressed. 
Such a “special subject librarian” was defined as a “librarian who, by virtue 
of special interests and talents, chooses to operate in a special discipline, and 
for that purpose requires a broadened and intensified knowledge in his selected 
field, to which he must adapt the library techniques basic to all library prac- 
tice.” 

It was shown that because this subject knowledge is individual for each 
subject, no one library school could be expected to fill all the needs of such 
specialization. The appointment of a permanent subcommittee on subject 
library education which would study the current needs in subject specialization, 
as determined by separate survey groups, was recommended. These survey 
groups are to be composed of carefully selected specialists from the Associations 
representing the individual subject fields or from workers in those fields. 

It was suggested that each of these subject survey groups investigate (1) 
the number of libraries in its field; (2) the present source of supply of librarians 
in these libraries; (3) an estimate of prospective need of library personnel for a 
given period, as well as the number currently employed in the field; (4) current 
library school curricula with regard to the subject; (5) proposed locations and 
numbers of library schools to provide for individual subject need; and (6) 
development of subject instruction best suited to the individual field. 

Following the acceptance of the foregoing report of the Subcommittee, the 
Joint Committee on Library Education considered the need for a national, 
unified library placement service. It was recommended that a subcommittee 
be appointed to explore the possibilities for the establishment of such an agency 
on an experimental basis, such an agency to be self-supporting through ap- 
propriate fees. 

Permanent organization of the Joint Committee on Library Education was 
effected through the election of permanent officers. 

(Mrs.) EILEEN R. CUNNINGHAM, 
Representative 


REPORT OF PLACEMENT SERVICE 


Activities of the Placement Service increased again during the past year. 
The following figures show the size of the active placement lists since the 1949 


meeting: 
Positions Applicants 


Number remaining on the lists from 1948-49 
Number added 1949-50 


Total on list 
Number removed 1949-50 


Number remaining June 1950 
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Since April 1949, 622 letters and notices have been sent out by the Place- 
ment Service. As a result of these communications, 18 positions were filled and 
18 applicants placed by the Medical Library Association. Of the remaining 
positions, 33 were filled by other agencies, 7 withdrew because of change of 
plans within the libraries, and 3 were removed from the placement list because 
they failed to supply sufficient information for any placement action. 

Besides the 18 librarians placed by the Placement Service, 19 reported find- 
ing medical library positions through other agencies. Another 10 left the medical 
library field to accept positions in libraries which paid higher salaries or provided 
some other personal requirement. Three applicants left library work because of 
marriage or ill health; 5 decided, after exploring placement possibilities, to 
remain in their present positions; and 9 were perforce removed from the active 
list for lack of sufficient information or disregard of the quarterly check-up 
designed to keep placement details up-to-date. 

It may be of some interest to compare figures with those of the past two years, 
to indicate possible placement trends. Two years ago, 29 positions and 30 appli- 
cants were listed during the year, practically an equal number. Last year, the 
number was 66 positions and 67 applicants, also about equal. This year’s 
figures of 79 positions and 107 applicants may be coincidence or may indicate 
some change in the availability of medical library positions and medical librar- 
ians. Outside of statistics, general information which has come to the Place- 
ment Service suggests that there is some change from the peak of last year, 
perhaps slight. It appears that librarians now in fairly good positions are less 
ready to make a change, and applicants seeking new positions are somewhat 
less exacting in their requirements. This does not mean that all positions can 
easily be filled. The present figures attest to that. Cataloguers are still difficult 
to provide; geographical preferences continue to complicate placement; and of 
course, there remains as a major problem the discrepancy between salaries 
offered by libraries and salaries requested by qualified librarians. 

Most of the people who write to the Placement Service, seeking either person- 
nel or positions, are cooperative about furnishing necessary information, keep- 
ing the Placement Advisor informed of developments, and thus furthering their 
own chances. There are still some, however, who seem to resist furnishing de- 
tails that any placement agency must have to take effective action; some who 
ignore the quarterly check-up slips which need only to be checked and returned. 
While I have this yearly chance to address you as a group, I should like to stress, 
therefore, the necessity for full cooperation. It must be obvious that this is 
asked on behalf of applicants, since the Placement Service charges no fee and 
makes no material gain by trying to increase its activities. 

IpA MARIAN ROBINSON (Mrs. BREED ROBINSON), 
Placement Advisor 
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REPORT OF PERSONNEL SURVEY COMMITTEE 


The Committee for the Survey this year made no further formal follow-up 
on the survey concerning employment and salary standards in medical libraries. 
Material continued to come in from various libraries, however, to bring up-to- 
date the original survey figures. Such material indicated that library salaries 
are still being increased in order to fill positions. 

Although members of the Committee initiated no project of their own this 
year, they were able to work out from the survey extensive information of value 
to two other committees of the Medical Library Association. Three govern- 
ment libraries and a government agency consulted the Placement Advisor for 
details which could be supplied from the survey figures and from the Roster 
of Medical Librarians. Occasional questions from college libraries received 
answers and an officer of M.L.A. also obtained statistics to pass on in an- 
swer to a request. All information given out was kept strictly anonymous, in 
accordance with the promise made to the libraries and librarians who put this 
material on file. Personal information from the Roster of Medical Librarians 
was made available only when specific permission was granted by individuals, 
although statistics from this Roster could, of course, be offered without disclos- 
ing identities. 

I should like to say here, parenthetically, for the information of any new 
members of the Medical Library Association who may not be clear about this 
Roster, that it is a confidential file containing details about the training and ex- 
perience of medical librarians. It is not used for active placement. Its purpose 
is to assemble in one place, as a record and a source of statistics, an extensive 
list of people working in medical libraries. Filing a form with this Roster is en- 
tirely voluntary. Since it has already proved of value not only to the Association, 
but also to individuals in specific situations, it is mentioned now to give you a 
chance to add your name, if you wish. Forms are available here or may be ob- 
tained by mail at any time. 

The Committee for the Survey is interested to see that each year following 
the original survey has brought questions and problems for which the survey 
material could help supply answers. 

IpA MARIAN Rosinson (Mrs. BREED ROBINSON), 
Chairman 


Following the foregoing reports there was a brief discussion of the question 
of compensating library interns. It was pointed out that while the period of 
internship was largely a training period, it was supposed that the library which 
trains an intern will give the person living expenses. The training and experience 
thus gained would undoubtedly result in higher salaries in subsequent positions. 
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Library Service Activities 


Another important phase of the Medical Library Association’s activities are 
those services which aid libraries directly in their work. One of the greatest of 
these services has been the Exchange. 


REPORT OF THE EXCHANGE COMMITTEE 


This year’s report of the Exchange Committee will be very brief in contrast 
to last year’s, which was loaded with graphs on the new system of distribution 
of material on the Exchange. The Manager of the Exchange reports that the 
new system is working very well and there have been no special problems re- 
quiring action by the Exchange Committee. One suggestion regarding distri- 
bution of lists other than Exchange lists has been forwarded to the Executive 
Committee. 

Miss Naylor’s report will give you a glimpse of the enormous amount of 
material which is handled by the Exchange. It is a record of which the Medical 
Library Association may justly be proud. 

ELEANOR Farr, 
Chairman 


REPORT OF THE EXCHANGE 


This first year of the working of the complete new plan for assigning, with the 
reservations passed at Galveston, seems to be very successful, on paper, at least. 
You will understand that I have no way of knowing just what is actually 
shipped, but must take it for granted that all items are shipped as assigned. 
Also I cannot control just when the material may be shipped. We ask that a 
two-week period complete the shipment of all lots, but many things intervene 
to prolong this period. So it may be a time until you receive your coveted items. 

All life holds an element of chance, and this plan gives every library member 
a chance for a lucky break. In this we feel it is a good plan. 

A great deal of material has changed hands this year. We estimate from sta- 
tistics sent in that upwards of 127,845 single items and 3091 bound ones have 
been sent to a new home, where we conclude from letters received that each 
item was thankfully received. 

So that you will have an idea of the magnitude of the job, I will tell you that 
I have had as many as 259 sheets of requests arrive in one day’s mail, and as 
high as 198 sheets of requests for one lot number. This latter figure will ex- 
plain why you sometimes receive nothing from some lots. 

May I again remind you that all lists are made up at least two months in ad- 
vance, and copies sent to such far distant places as Africa, Lebanon, Jerusalem, 
China, and India at least one month in advance of the regular mailing date for 
the rest of the membership; therefore, do not send me a list in the middle of the 
month in the hope that it will appear on the next month’s list. 
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There has been a tremendous influx of lists this year, and I have at this 
writing (May 15) 69 unpublished lists on hand with which to start the ball 
rolling again in the autumn. 

There is one other matter of which I would like to speak. I have no secret 
formula for producing out-of-print material, nor do I have a stock of such 
items on hand. I do pick up a few odd journals here and there with which I fill 
in requests when volumes and numbers tally with the published ones on the 
lists. Of hiding places of indexes, out-of-print numbers of the Journal of Clinical 
Endocrinology, and other often mutilated journals, I have no knowledge 

MILDRED V. NAYLOR, 
Manager 


International exchange of books and periodicals has become increasingly 
important since the last war and has raised many problems in relation to our 
own Exchange. The Chairman of the Committee on International Cooperation 
was asked to present that part of this Committee’s report relating to inter- 
national exchange. 


INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE OF PERIODICALS AND BooKs 


Throughout the year the Committee has continued its cooperation with 
UNESCO’s Clearing House for Publications. Several medical libraries have 
sent in lists consisting of many hundreds of items available for foreign libraries, 
but the number of lists submitted has decreased. Mr. Zuckerman reports that 
figures from Paris show that eleven American lists were received and that 1,300 
volumes of periodicals and 125 books were allocated, an estimated total of 
9,000 items. Twenty-six medical lists were received from non-American sources. 
Medical lists were circulated to 470 libraries. 

The number of items offered by European libraries to American libraries 
through our Exchange and this Committee amounted to 2,584 items this year. 
Since Mr. Zuckerman has now modified his method by sending some lists direct 
to libraries, the number of items is probably larger. 

Last year the National Committee for Chile, under the leadership of Mr. 
Edward Heiliger, with a grant of $1,800.00 from the Chilean Nitrate Sales 
Corporation, began to collect material to rebuild the medical collection of the 
University of Chile which had been destroyed by fire. The Library of Congress 
donated space for the Committee’s work, and the Pan American Sanitary 
Bureau, the Rockefeller Foundation, the U. S. Book Exchange, UNESCO, 
medical publishers, medical libraries, and individual physicians all aided in 
this project. A list of the 392 journals most urgently needed was prepared with 
the aid of Dr. Sanford Larkey and his staff, and the Medical Library Association 
addressed and mailed copies of this list to its members. As a result of these 
pooled efforts, 26,706 items of journals, books, and pamphlets were collected, 
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which together with the gift of a library of 30,000 volumes from the New York 
Academy of Medicine made a total of 56,000 volumes for the Medical School 
in Chile. 

During the year this Committee and the Rockefeller Foundation have both 
received requests for aid in the collection of material for certain libraries in 
other countries. Realizing that the cost of transportation of such material to 
collecting centers imposes a heavy burden on libraries and that the Medical 
Library Association Exchange and this Committee already have more to do 
than they can handle effectively, two members of the Committee met with your 
President, Dr. Larkey, Miss Doe, and Miss Darrach in Chicago in February to 
discuss the situation. After conferences with Miss Alice Ball, Director of the 
U. S. Book Exchange, and with her cooperation, a plan to be operated jointly 
by the U. S. Book Exchange and our Association was set up and submitted to 
the Rockefeller Foundation for their consideration. As a result, the Foundation 
made a grant to the Medical Library Association of $5,000.00 for the period of 
one year to aid this joint project. 

Under this arrangement, which is admittedly experimental, the U. S. Book 
Exchange will circulate to medical libraries lists of material needed by the 
following libraries: 

Makerere Medical College Library, Kampala, Uganda, East Africa (a 
college for natives) 

Japanese medical libraries designated by the Council on Medical Education 
in Japan (American journals for the war years) 

The Medical School Library in Honduras, where the journal collection was 
recently destroyed by fire. 

The money is to be used for transportation in this country of donations and 
for the necessary expenses of secretarial work and checking to be done by the 
U. S. Book Exchange. 

We hope that all of you will cooperate in these programs, for without you 
they cannot succeed, and we suggest that the medical librarian adopt the 
following procedure: 

1. List duplicates with the Medical Library Association Exchange as often 
as possible. 

2. Check lists of wants for the projects named above as soon as they are 
received. 

2. Send lists of any remaining material to Mr. Zuckerman for listing 
through the UNESCO Clearing House for Publications. 

Remember that while it seems a long, slow process, which is often tedious 
and inconvenient to the donor, the end result is that many libraries, and through 
them scientists working under conditions difficult for us to visualize, get access 
to needed information. This work is really a labor of love and in these projects 
we cannot expect individual thanks; the fact that under-staffed European 
libraries are listing their material for us in grateful acknowledgement of what 
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we have sent them speaks of their appreciation. Do not expect letters of thanks 
but please continue to carry on this program, as you have done so splendidly 
since the end of the war. 
(Mrs.) EILEEN R. CUNNINGHAM, Chairman 
Committeee on International Cooperation 


There was considerable discussion of some of the difficulties which presented 
themselves as a result of international exchange procedures. The Chairman of 
the Committee on International Cooperation promised that every effort would 
be made to resolve these difficulties. 

The publications of the Medical Library Association are valuable both 
internationally and nationally. The three reports which follow relate to the 
publication program. 


COMMITTEE ON PERIODICAL AND SERIAL PUBLICATIONS 


Pursuant to the answers to questions asked of purchasers of the Checklist of 
German Medical Serials in 1949 and strong official urging, this Committee has 
again undertaken a cooperative check on publications received in major U. S. 
and Canadian medical libraries; this one from Austria, Belgium, France, and 
Italy for the years 1939-1948. To a list comprising practically all pre-war pe- 
riodicals of recognized reference value have been added many titles of post- 
war newcomers of relatively unknown merit. The group of libraries canvassed 
was expanded to 60 in the interest of a broader geographic base and of having 
more large collections and dental libraries represented. 

These supplementary checklists, the Committee believes, will serve an 
interim purpose, comparable to that of its German predecessor, until a new 
definitive Union List has appeared. We are happy to report that the onerous 
checking has been completed and the list is in the process of final production. 
It should be ready for distribution by late fall, at a nominal estimated cost of 
about $1.50 to $2.00 per copy. Announcement of the order procedure will be 
made subsequently through normal channels. 

A preliminary survey on periodical costs has not yet borne fruit. 

The Committee members have gained the impression from the scanty returns 
shown on the checklists that, at least subscription-wise, there is too little local 
appreciation of the merits of Italian medical journals, over and above disregard 
due to their inherent handicap of language. Accordingly, the Committee 
recommends that serious consideration be given to the preparation of an 
evaluative list by subject fields in the near future as a beginning step in this 
educational problem. 

For somewhat similar reasons because of general unfamiliarity with the mass 
of serial material now pouring out of Latin America and widely revived publica- 
tion in Japan, the Committee has attempted to prepare this year evaluative 
lists of medical journals from those countries to guide in the selection of repre- 
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sentative key journals for our own libraries. The Latin American list may be 
published in the Association’s BULLETIN, while the Japanese list will be issued 
as a publication of the Army Medical Library. 
HAROLD OATFIELD, 
Chairman 


DIRECTORY COMMITTEE 


At the last Annual meeting of the Association at Galveston, the life of the 
Directory Committee was extended another year to wind up the business of 
publishing the Directory. Since that time the Committee has been hard at work 
to get in all the answers to our first questionnaire and to transcribe the replies 
in a uniform way to facilitate the editorial work. This was a difficult task because 
many libraries did not answer, in spite of repeated follow-up letters; moreover, 
many replies were incomplete and many questions were left unanswered 
altogether. It took considerable time to correct this situation and in the mean- 
time many of the original answers as to personnel, holdings, etc. became 
obsolete. Thus it was necessary to send out the cards again for a check-up to 
bring the answers up-to-date as of January 1, 1950. 

But again many cards did not come back, so we had to use the old data found 
on the original questionnaire or try to supplement the missing ones from other 
sources. If some of the entries are found to be sketchy, it is owing to this fact, 
and the libraries in question have to bear the responsibility for this. 

The Committee presents herewith the first attempt at a Directory of the 
Association. The arrangement, coverage, and abbreviations are explained in 
the Preface to the Directory. It would be important to print and distribute the 
Directory as soon as feasible; otherwise the data might become obsolete again 
in a short while. 

To keep the Directory up-to-date, it is suggested it be printed on one side of 
the page only, leaving the other side blank for corrections. It is suggested also 
that, at the time of sending out the notices for the annual dues, the Treasurer 
should send out the Directory questionnaire each year to every member library. 
In this way we would have a perpetual check on the Directory and a new 
edition could be printed every five years to keep the Directory up-to-date. All 
new members applying for membership would have to fill out the Directory 
questionnaire also. It seems to us that this would be an easy way to keep the 
Directory from becoming obsolete. 

GEORGE L. Banay, 
Chairman 


COMMITTEE ON HANDBOOK OF MEDICAL LIBRARY PRACTICE 


Of the May, 1948, fourth printing of the Handbook, I reported last year 162 
copies had been sold through February, 1949. From then through May 19, 
1950, another 294 copies have been taken, making a total of 456 so far sold from 
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this last issue. The royalty of 50 cents each on these amounts to $228.00. There 
are still 572 copies in stock. 
JANET DoE, 
Chairman 


REPORT ON THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON THE UNION 
LIST OF SERIALS 


At our last meeting, we heard from Mrs. Eleanor H. McNinch of the plans 
for the Second Supplement of the Second Edition. At this time, I am sure that 
many of you are even more aware of this supplement in working on the first 
Checklist. ba 

We also heard hints of the plan of the Library of Congress to use punched 
card techniques. It is this latter phase that was the topic of the meeting of the 
Joint Committee, held in Chicago on January 27, 1950. Your president repre- 
sented Mrs. McNinch at that meeting. Dr. Alton H. Keller, Chief of the Order 
Division of the Library of Congress reported ‘“‘A Plan for the Development of 
a Union Catalog of Serials by Punched Card Methods.” This is in connection 
with the program the Library of Congress has for placing all of their serial 
records on punched cards. The idea is to expand this so that libraries cooperating 
with the Union List would also supply currently the information on their serials 
on punched cards to the Library of Congress. This would mean that there 
would always be a current catalog of serials. By having the information on 
punched cards, it would be possible to supply on demand supplements to the 
List, and lists in various ways, such as by subject, by language, and eventually 
for the compilation of the next edition of the Union List. 

It was realized that this would be a fairly costly project, but in the long run 
it would result in savings. It is to be hoped that there will be coordination of 
the various lists being considered, such as that proposed by UNESCO, and it is 
my feeling that the punched cards will be a good way to achieve this coordi- 
nation. 

SANFORD V. LarkKeEy, M.D. 
for Mrs. ELEANOR M. McNIncu, 
Representative 


MICROCARD COMMITTEE 


As reported last year in Galveston, the Microcard Committee had requested 
assistance from the Medical Library Association in obtaining an expression of 
opinion as to the titles of books and periodicals in the medical and allied fields 
having the widest appeal for microcard reproduction. It was recommended that 
a list of possible titles, together with a request for further suggestions, sent to 
the member libraries of the M. L. A., would be the most desirable way of obtain- 
ing this information. 
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In accordance with this recommendation a subcommittee, composed of Miss 
Charlotte E. Coffman, Mrs. Sarah Wilson George and Mr. Thomas P. Fleming, 
was appointed to assist me in the preparation of such a list. 

The committee met in New York on August 30. Since Mr. Fleming was 
unable to attend, he presented his suggestions in writing. 

It was decided to make the list in the form of a questionnaire and to divide 
the possible titles into three groups: (A) Titles whose scarcity allows them to 
command prices out of reach of most library budgets; (B) Titles printed on 
such poor paper that volumes in the possession of libraries are deteriorating, 
and (C) Titles of long sets whose reproduction on microcards would save 
valuable shelf space. Emphasizing the fact that there were no commitments in 
so doing, libraries were asked to specify, if possible, particular volumes of 27 
titles chosen, which, if available on microcards, they might be interested in 
obtaining. In addition the libraries were asked to submit other titles which they 
considered suitable for reproduction. 

Out of a possible 350, replies were received from 80 libraries, but of this 
number 15 libraries did not fill out the questionnaire, although most of them 
indicated an interest in microcards. The information obtained was therefore 
supplied by 65 libraries. This response, though small, represented a wide range 
as to type and size and included institutions in four foreign countries. 

These replies were not received in time to make a report at a meeting of the 
Microcard Committee which I attended in Swampscott on October 13, but 
later when the results were sent to Mr. Rider, the chairman, he found them 
“tremendously interesting” in spite of the small showing. In a letter dated 
December 11, 1949 he said, “For a preliminary return I do not consider it 
disappointing at all, provided we can assume that ‘expression of opinion’ will, 
in the majority of cases, mean a microcard order for the item in question. Of 
course, I do not mean 100 per cent such corroboration, but do you think we are 
justified in expecting, shall we say, 60 per cent or 70 per cent order follow-up?” 
While not wanting to dampen any of Mr. Rider’s enthusiasm as to the results, 
your Committee was careful to point out to him that it did not feel that the 
“expression of opinion” should be taken as any indication that orders would be 
forthcoming. 

There was no title which did not prove of interest to some library. The 
following is a list of those titles for which 25 or more libraries indicated a 
preference: 

Proceedings of the Royal Society, Ser.B. (25 libraries.) 

Proceedings of the Society for Experimental Biology and Medicine. (28 
libraries. ) 

Comptes rendus de la Société de biologie. (29 libraries.) 

American Journal of the Medical Sciences. (30 libraries.) 

American Journal of Physiology. (31 libraries.) 
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Lancet. (32 libraries.) 

British Medical Journal. (34 libraries.) 

Journal of the American Medical Association. (34 libraries.) 
The suggested titles comprised 50 names, with only a few duplications, empha- 
sizing the many needs of medical libraries. 

In January the Microcard Committee was approached by the Oak Ridge 
Institute of Nuclear Studies regarding the reproduction of a list of medical 
titles which were urgently needed in their own library and in other libraries 
related to this project. 

This definite interest on the part of the Oak Ridge Institute of Nuclear 
Studies, together with that shown by the members of the Medical Library 
Association, has encouraged the Technical Microcard Publishing Corporation, 
a division of the Graphic Microfilm Corporation, to proceed with plans for the 
publication of an initial list of medical periodicals. Several meetings with the 
officers of this company make me feel that they are endeavouring to approach 
this project with the needs of medical libraries in mind. 

At the present time this company is engaged in obtaining the necessary 
copyright releases, so that it is not possible to give any information as to titles, 
volumes, or prices, but it is hoped that all of this will be available in the near 
future. 

ESTHER JUDKINS, 
Representative for M. L. A. 


COMMITTEE ON EXTENSION WORK IN MEDICAL LIBRARIES 


The Committee has served as an information agency for institutions desiring 
information on existing extension services and for libraries inquiring about 
details of operation. Several inquiries have been referred to the Committee by 
other members of the association. 

Information on extension facilities available to practitioners was compiled 
this month for the journal Medical Economics, which plans an article publicizing 
such sources of information. 

HELEN CRAWFORD, 
Chairman 


COMMITTEE ON CRITERIA FOR MEDICAL SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


Since our Galveston meeting the Committee on Criteria for Medical School 
Libraries has been chiefly concerned with the immediate objective expressed 
last year—the compiling of a questionnaire which would prove to be an aid to 
the Survey of Medical Education being conducted jointly by the American 
Medical Association and the Association of American Medical Colleges. The 
tentative questionnaire and the journal list were submitted to all medical 
college librarians and, at the suggestion of the Executive Committee, the journal 
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list was sent to a specialist in each subject field, through the medical librarian 
in the medical school on whose faculty he serves. 

The revised list in your hands this morning includes the changes suggested 
by individuals in these two groups. Although the list will be of interest chiefly 
to the medical college librarians, we welcome suggestions from every one 
present. It is more inclusive than last year’s list but still needs revision. It is 
our purpose to use it as a census to indicate which journals in the different 
fields have been found most useful for efficient work in our medical college 
libraries. The need for a list of this type has been plainly indicated in letters 
which have come to us and by the fact that even in its incomplete form several 
groups have used it as a guide for purchases. 

The Committee on Criteria for Medical School Libraries appreciates the 
thoughtful attention which many of our colleagues have given'the tentative 
questionnaire and the journal list. Some valuable suggestions have come to us 
from librarians who spent a considerable amount of time on the task. The most 
frequent suggestion received was that the questionnaire be shortened, and 
simplified if at all possible. 

You will remember that the journal list was planned as an appendix to the 
tentative questionnaire submitted to the Association last year. The plans of 
the Committee included setting up a list of basic reference books as well, with 
the cooperation of the Association of American Medical Colleges and the 
American Medical Association. This part of the program has not yet been 
carried out. 

The Committee hoped that the questionnaire would be used in some way to 
guide the Committee conducting the Survey of Medical Education in its 
analysis of libraries in the medical schools. After the Survey had begun, we 
found to our great disappointment that no notice had been taken of our efforts. 
Those medical college librarians whose schools have been visited by the Com- 
mittee are familiar with the single sheet on which twelve questions on the 
library are listed. In explaining this meager attention to library facilities, Dr. 
John E. Deitrick, Director of the Survey, wrote to Dr. Larkey as follows: 

Our questionnaire form for the library to each medical school is 
brief. We are attempting to determine the needs in personnel, facilities 
and the increases of budget for current running expenses. It has been 
my feeling that the problems facing the survey are so numerous and 
cover such a broad field that it will be impossible for us to go into 
detail. It would be my hope that the Medical Library Association itself 
might undertake a study in order to determine how medical libraries 
might be improved in order to increase their efficiency and usefulness. 
The survey should assume some responsibility for emphasizing the 
need of improving the financial support and the facilities of the 
medical libraries as a whole throughout the United States. 

Your Committee regrets that the Survey Committee could include so little 
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information about the library in the “paper work” requested from the medical 
colleges. This is especially unfortunate because the Survey was very complete 
in the medical curriculum subjects. We would point out that there will be a 
corresponding scarcity of information in the printed report which will corre- 
spond to the 1934-1939 survey because although some “‘teams” that visited the 
schools had more time to spend on the library than others, there are very few 
statistics that can be tabulated representing all schools. Those of us who used 
the 1939 printed report during the intervening years, in trying to find out where 
our collections stand, have hoped that the forthcoming report would build upon 
the last one, giving us more information with which to work. If we do not 
remedy this situation, development of our medical college libraries will certainly 
be retarded in the coming decade, for medical college and university adminis- 
tration groups will be considering their medical schools, department by depart- 
ment, in the light of the findings and recommendations published by the 
Survey. 

This need and Dr. Deitrick’s offer of some support leads our Committee to 
recommend that the Medical Library Association express to Dr. Deitrick 
appreciation of his willingness to assume some responsibility in this matter and 
urge upon him the importance of a fuller survey of the libraries in our medical 
schools. We know that there is much to be gained from the prestige and official 
sanction of the Survey of Medical Education and that a survey of our own 
would fall far short of the mark. It may still be possible to have such material 
included in the printed report if we act at once. 

We call attention again to the statement made by the Survey Committee in 
1939, p. 88: 

Perhaps no department is more vital to the educational and re- 
search program of the medical school than its library. Indeed, if a 
medical school were to be appraised by a single criterion, the library 
might well serve... . 

IDA J. DRAEGER, 
Chairman 


JOINT COMMITTEE TO SET UP STANDARDS FOR MEDICAL 
LIBRARIES IN HOSPITALS AND NURSING 
SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


The Medical Library Association representatives on the Joint Committee 
to Set Up Standards for Medical Libraries in Hospitals and Nursing School 
Libraries, under the Chairmanship of Mrs. Lise K. Giraud, have formulated 
tentative objectives and standards for hospital medical libraries and for 
nursing school libraries. These criteria cover standards for personnel, equipment, 
the collection and its use, the budget, and the relationship of the library to the 
library committees. Mimeographed copies of these tentative objectives and 
standards were distributed to those present at the meeting. Mrs. Giraud spoke 
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briefly of the work of the Committee and stated that there would be further 
discussion of the objectives and standards at the Hospital Group Meeting 
later that day. [See page 383.] 


National and International Activities 


The activities of the Medical Library Association encompass the wide field 
of international and national relationships. The Association has many members 
in countries outside the United States and is vitally interested in medical 
libraries in other countries and particularly in medical librarians and those 
studying for medical library work. 

In addition to the foreign fellowship program, which the Association is 
carrying on, another area of cooperation is in the field of abstracting and 
indexing. In all of these endeavors and in many others, as evidenced in the 
following reports, the Medical Library Association is taking an active part in 
cooperating with other national and international organizations. 


COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 


The past year has been a very busy one for the members of this Committee. 
As announced last year, a grant of $10,000.00 for scholarships for the current 
year has been received from the Rockefeller Foundation. Thanks to this 
generous fund, it has been our happy privilege to plan schedules for, and 


welcome to this country, three fellows in medical librarianship. 

Scholarships and Foreign Visitors. Recipients of the first two scholarships for 
1949 are: 

Miss Ileana Johannsen Oehrens, Librarian of the Escuela de Salubridad, 
Universidad de Chile, Santiago, and her sister, 

Miss Erica Johannsen Oehrens, former Librarian of the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Latin America, at present compiling bibli- 
ographies of work in public health by Chilean authors under the Director 
of the Escuela de Salubridad, Universidad de Chile. 

After arriving in New Orleans, the two attended an orientation course at 
Louisiana State University in August and September. They then studied and 
did practical work at the Tulane University School of Medicine Library until 
the end of December, 1949. In January, they went to Nashville, Tennessee, 
where they took a course from January 4 to March 15, in “‘Non-book Materials 
in Library Use,’’ at the George Peabody School of Library Science, and attended 
various lectures in library science. Throughout this period they studied at the 
Vanderbilt University School of Medicine Library methods of medical library 
administration, the preparation of a staff manual of library procedures, and 
comparative classification. 

After leaving Nashville, they visited and studied in various libraries in 
Chicago, Pittsburgh, Washington, Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York. 

Mr. Juan Carlos Secondi, recipient of our third scholarship for this year, has 
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completed several years of study toward a medical degree at the Universidad 
de Buenos Aires and the Universidad de Montevideo. He began library work 
in the popular library of ‘““Mariano Mareno,” near Buenos Aires. He is a 
graduate of the course in library science given at the Universidad de Montevideo. 
He is especially interested in the organization of hospital and medical libraries, 
and, though planning to complete his work for a medical degree, expects to 
make the improvement and organization of medical libraries in his native 
country one of his chief objectives. His wife has accompanied him on this 
trip. 

After arrival in Miami in November, Mr. Secondi visited libraries in Atlanta 
and Birmingham, with headquarters at Vanderbilt University School of Medi- 
cine where he studied and observed in the Library until January. Since then 
he has visited libraries in Chicago, Cleveland, Washington, Baltimore, Phila- 
delphia, New York, New Haven, and Boston. 

All three of our fellows will take the course in medical librarianship to be 
given by Miss Estelle Brodman, at the Columbia University School of Library 
Service, and we are happy that all three can be with us during the meetings of 
the Medical Library Association. 

Mr. Scott Adams of our Committee was approached by Dr. Niblack of the 
Office of International Health Relations, of the Federal Security Agency, for 
aid in planning a program for Dr. Kurt Weithaler, Medical Assistant in the 
Medical Clinic of the University of Innsbruck, Austria, and Librarian of the 
Medical Library. Dr. Weithaler came to this country under the auspices of the 
Education Division, USACA. As one of his chief interests is the further devel- 
opment and improvement of medical libraries in Austria, the Medical Library 
Association was recommended to sponsor his program for March and April. 
Through the good offices of Mr. Adams, it was arranged to have him visit the 
Medical Center of the Columbia University Medical School and other New 
York libraries, and visits were also arranged for him in Chicago, St. Louis, 
Nashville, and Washington. 

Our Committee was also approached by Miss Elba Bonacia Rodriguez, a 
fellow of the Venezuelan Government, who asked if a period of practical training 
in medical libraries could be arranged for her after she completed her studies 
at the School of Library Science of the University of Michigan. Miss Bonacia 
attended a course in library training at the National Library in Caracas, and 
took part of the course given at the Library School of the Central University of 
Venezuela before coming to this country. On her return she plans to work in 
the Library of the Instituto de Medicina Experimental, Ciudad Universitaria, 
Caracas, Venezuela. 

Through the kind cooperation of Miss Sue Biethan, Miss Mildred Walter, 
and Miss Marion Dondale, arrangements were made for Miss Bonacia to obtain 
practical experience in the Medical Libraries of the University of Michigan, 
the University of Rochester, and the Albany Medica! College. We are glad that 
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Miss Bonacia could also attend the meetings of the Medical Library Association, 
and extend to her a hearty welcome. 

It is very gratifying to the members of the Committee to feel that we can be 
of service to foreign visitors interested in medical librarianship, even though 
they have not been the recipients of our scholarships, and we hope that they 
will continue to seek our help whenever they need it. 

The continuance of our scholarship program through next year has been 
assured through the generosity of the Rockefeller Foundation which has again 
given us a sum of $10,000.00 to be used for this purpose in 1950-51. The Foun- 
dation has also indicated willingness to have the program extended beyond the 
Latin American countries. We hope that next year, in collaboration with the 
Australian Branch of the British Medical Association and the British Dominions 
and Colonies Fund of the Carnegie Corporation, we can bring Miss Rolleston, 
of the British Medical Association Library in Sydney, to this country. The 
Carnegie Corporation will give our Association a fund to defray her travel 
expenses to this country and we would furnish the necessary living stipend. 
Travel to and from Australia will be taken care of by her Association. 

The members of this Committee have been very thrilled and gratified by the 
greetings, and the fine letters and reports, including newspaper interviews, 
received from our fellows who have already returned to their countries. These 
evidences of how much their experiences in this country have meant to them, 


and information regarding the future plans and development of their work, 
are of the greatest interest to us. 


(Mrs.) EILEEN R. CUNNINGHAM, 
Chairman 


SUMMARY REPORTS OF FOREIGN FELLOWS 


Mrs. Eileen R. Cunningham introduced the foreign fellows and Miss Elba 
Bonacia Rodriguez, who is studying library science in the United States. 


SuMMARY REPORT OF Miss ERICA JOHANNSEN OEHRENS’ REMARKS 


Miss Johannsen thanked the Medical Library Association and the Rockefeller 
Foundation on behalf of her sister and herself for the fellowships granted them. 
She thanked all individuals responsible for helping them. 

The development of librarianship in Chile was presented. Up to 1946 librar- 
ians in Chile were untrained, with no knowledge of systems of classification, 
cataloging or other problems involved in organizing and administering libraries. 
In 1946 Mr. Edward Heiliger, a North American librarian, was sent to Chile 
by the Rockefeller Foundation to give a course in library science. This was 
repeated in the following year. A shorter course for library assistants was given 
in 1947 by Mrs. Beatrice Heiliger, in addition to that of her husband’s. Two of 
Mr. Heiliger’s students received graduate degrees in library science later from 
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the University of Denver and it was they who organized the first school of 
library service at the University of Chile in 1949, together with the Librarian 
of the Central Library of the University. 

Miss Johannsen continued by saying that it was hoped that courses in special 
librarianship, including medical librarianship, will be developed in the near 
future. She recognized the problem of indexing medical literature in Latin 
America and will attempt to promote a project of indexing this literature upon 
her return. 


SUMMARY REPORT OF Miss ILEANA JOHANNSEN OEHRENS’ REMARKS 


Ileana Johannsen reported on the activities of the Library of the Medical 
School of the University of Chile and the progress it had made in being rebuilt. 
She told of the generous gifts received from the United States and said that a 
detailed report from Miss Alicia Izquierdo would be published in the BULLETIN. 

The School of Public Health in Chile was founded in 1944 as a part of the 
University and with the aid of the Rockefeller Foundation. As the Librarian 
of this school, Miss Johannsen hopes to see its library affiliated with the medical 
library in the new medical center, for which plans are being made at the present 
time. 

In closing, Miss Johannsen repeated her sister’s and her gratitude for every- 
thing that had been done to make their stay profitable and enjoyable. 


SUMMARY REPORT OF Mr. JUAN CARLOS SECONDI’s REMARKS 


Mr. Secondi opened his remarks by saying that he appreciated the honor 
in addressing this meeting of the Association as one of its foreign fellows. He 
expressed his deep feeling for the open and friendly cooperation he and his 
wife had found in the many places they had visited in this country. 

He went on to discuss briefly some of the problems of medical libraries in 
Latin America and suggested some of the ways to meet them. He told of the 
difficulties in countries where libraries were handicapped by lack of tools, by 
tremendous distances between libraries, and by failure of information. Usually 
collections are too large for the trained personnel available and for the budgetary 
provisions. But there are many signs of coming improvement and he has reasons 
to feel optimistic of the results. 

He suggested the following plans: (1) Internal organization of the medical 
libraries; (2) national extension services widely spread in the universities and 
public hospitals, to serve doctors inside the countries; (3) at the same time, 
national activities to raise the standards of medical literature, working also 
with the national bibliographic tools and other informative sources, in anticipa- 
tion of joint Latin-American work; (4) inter-exchange in Latin-American 
countries of ideas and contacts among medical librarians aiming toward the 
foundation of a Latin-American medical library association (national associ- 
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ations are impossible owing to the limited number of medical schools and li- 
brarians); (5) simultaneously with all the preceding steps, strengthening the 
relations with other medical libraries and associations of the world, emphasizing 
the study of the developments in the problems of indexing and abstracting, 
especially those engaged with universal objectives. 

In the efforts to improve conditions, world-wide as well as in Latin-America, 
he urged a realistic facing of facts and deprecated sentimental reluctance to 
drastic changes if such changes could be shown by experience to be beneficial 
to mankind through better research. 

In conclusion, he expressed his indebtedness to the Committee on Inter- 
national Cooperation and to the Rockefeller Foundation for the opportunity 
which had been given him. 


COMMITTEE ON ABSTRACTING AND INDEXING 


Two important conferences have taken place during the year—the meeting 
of the UNESCO Co-ordinating Committee on Medical and Biological Abstract- 
ing, now known as the ‘‘Co-ordinating Committee on Abstracting and Indexing 
of Medical and Biological Sciences,” and the “International Conference on 
Science Abstracting.” Both meetings were convened by UNESCO in Paris, 
during June, 1949. Three members of this Association, Dr. Sanford Larkey, Dr. 
Henry Viets, and I, attended these meetings. As fairly detailed reports on 
these conferences have already been published,* they will not be repeated here. 

Because so many medical librarians responded to my questionnaire of last 
spring concerning preferences in format for abstracting services, a brief sum- 
mary of the results are given here. The Medical Section of the Library Associ- 
ation discussed the questionnaire at a meeting held in London last spring and 
submitted a pooled reply. Comments were also sent in from various continental 
and South American librarians; therefore, the analysis of opinion stimulated 
by the questionnaire represents the views of our British and foreign colleagues, 
as well as those of the United States. Librarians seemed in agreement on the 
following points: 

1. Desirability of standardizing bibliographic form. 
2. Abstracting and indexing services should give the most complete cover- 
age possible for any given field. 
. Author entries are preferable to title entries. 
. Complete and accurate bibliographic data should be given for each 
entry. (The original article is often not available.) 


* CLapp, V. W.: The International Conference on Science Abstracting. U. S. Dept. of 
State Bull. 2/: 292-4, August 29, 1949. CunnincuHaM, E. R.: The Co-ordinating Committee 
on Abstracting and Indexing of Medical and Biological Sciences. Science //0: 459-460, Oct. 
28, 1949. Medical and Science Abstracting: Conclusions and Recommendations from Two 
International Conferences. BULLETIN 38: 125-134, April 1950. 
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5. Prompt publication of abstracting and indexing services. 
6. Unbound issues should include author lists. 
7. Good and promptly published annual indexes are essential. 

The librarians’ preferences coincided with the preferences expressed by the 
medical scientists, reported in Professor Lépine’s paper, “Abstracting Services 
from the User’s Point of View.” All of the papers presented during the meeting 
of the Co-ordinating Committee are to be published shortly by UNESCO and 
will be on sale through them.* Another important publication is a combined 
edition of UNESCO/L. C. “Bibliographical Services: Their Present State and 
Possibilities of Improvement,” bound with Appendix, “Notes on the Develop- 
ment of the Concept of Current Complete National Bibliography,” now 
available from the Library of Congress, single copies free to libraries. 

The Co-ordinating Committee has now been put on a permanent basis and 
the word “Interim” has been dropped from its name, which was changed to 
include indexing as well as abstracting. The Executive Board met on October 
28-29, 1949, and again on March 24, 1950. It was decided that, while retaining 
its identity and continuing its independent work, it will cooperate with the 
Provisional Advisory Committee set up last summer by the International 
Conference on Science Abstracting. (This Committee met at UNESCO House 
in Paris on March 13-14, 1950.) After the other proposed subject committees 
are organized, a representative will be sent to the Advisory Committee. It is 
hoped to call a meeting in 1951, and by that time the relationship of the subject 
committees to any Central Committee which may be established will become 
clarified, so that the members will be in a better position to decide future 
procedures. 

As recommended at previous meetings, a “List of Medical and Biological 
Journals” is now being compiled by Mr. Leslie T. Morton, Librarian of the 
British Medical Association, under the sponsorship of the UNESCO Co- 
ordinating Committee on Abstracting and Indexing of Medical and Biological 
Sciences. It will be arranged alphabetically by title, and the following informa- 
tion given: country and city of origin; symbols indicating languages (if not that 
of country of origin); frequency of publication; and symbols showing which of 
the major abstracting services cover the journal. There will be an index by 
country and one by subject. Each entry will be numbered to facilitate cross 
reference. It is hoped the list will be published in 1950. Most of the journals 
listed will be current, but some which have ceased publication will be included, 
and if they have continued in another journal or changed title, this will be 
indicated. 

* Co-ordinating Committee on Abstracting and Indexing in the Medical and Biological 


Sciences, First Report: History and Work, 1946-49. UNFSCO Publication 579 (English), 
580 (French), Paris, 1950. 
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The International Conference on Science Abstracting strongly recommended 
the establishing of national committees on abstracting and indexing, to co- 
operate with the international committees. The National Research Council 
expects to establish some committees of that type in this country shortly. 

You will notice that the name of our Committee has been changed to make it 
shorter and to broaden its scope—to include indexing as well as abstracting. 

Excerpta Medica has continued to grant a special rate of $250.00 to U. S. 
libraries subscribing to all fifteen sections of this service. Libraries having an 
annual book or periodical budget of $3,000.00 or less will receive the benefit of 
an even greater reduction—a rate of $175.00 a year. Abstracting services are 
especially important to small libraries where the journals themselves, especially 
the foreign journals, are not available. Excerpta Medica covers the foreign 
literature very thoroughly. I had occasion to analyze vol. 4, No. 1, January, 
1950, of Section VI, Internal Medicine, and found of the 762 articles listed in 
that issue, 545 were of work published outside of this country. A comprehensive 
service of this type is very expensive to produce. 

(Mrs.) EILEEN R. CUNNINGHAM, 
Chairman 


THE ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY PUBLICATION PROGRAM 


Rather than reporting on the Army Medical Library program as a whole, I 
want to take this opportunity to discuss the most significant development at 
the Army Medical Library during the past year—the discontinuance of the 
Index-Catalogue and the reconstruction of the Current List. This change of 
emphasis in the Army Medical Library publication program is an event of 
supreme importance to all of us who work in medical libraries, and I welcome 
the opportunity to discuss it, especially before this particular group. 

Since even this one subject is very large indeed, I shall further limit myself 
to a discussion of two aspects of the situation only: (1) A description of the 
background of the decision. I want to show that this was a decision reached 
after considerable deliberation, over a period of years; a decision in which many 
of you here present were involved; a decision which deserves your support as 
we at the Army Medical Library continue to try to implement it. (2) A descrip- 
tion of the new Current List, which will be in your hands within a few weeks. 
I am sure that everyone in this audience will be interested in an explanation of 
the anatomy and physiology of the new publication. [Here Major Rogers sum- 
marized the various actions taken; these are reported fully in an article by 
Major Rogers and Mr. Scott Adams in Texas Reports on Biology and Medicine 
8: 271-300, Summer, 1950.] 

FRANK B. Rocers, Major, M.C. 
Director, Army Medical Library 
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REPORT ON AMERICAN DOCUMENTATION INSTITUTE 


A special meeting of the entire membership of the American Documentation 
Institute was held on Thursday, February 9, 1950, in the Coolidge Auditorium 
of the Library of Congress. Dr. Vernon Tate, president, gave a brief history of 
ADI and called for the reports of the officers and committees. 

Dr. Charles W. David, reporting for the Committee on International Re- 
lations, noted that the relationship of the ADI to its international counterpart, 
Federation Internationale Documentation (FID), has been jeopardized because 
of ADI’s failure to pay the amount set as its contribution to the international 
organization. As chairman of the Membership Committee, Dr. David stressed 
the fact that the future program of ADI depends on the financial support of its 
constituent member agencies. His report was not encouraging. Of the sixty-three 
nominating agencies solicitated during the past year, only sixteen became 
contributing members. The Medical Library Association was one of the sixteen 
agencies that made a contribution. 

A new Board of Trustees was elected as follows: Mr. Watson Davis, Dr. 
Luther H. Evans, Dr. Richard H. Shryock, Dr. Vernon Tate, Dr. Raymund L. 
Zwemer. 

During the luncheon period, the new Board of Trustees met and elected as 
President, Dr. Luther H. Evans, who took the chair during the afternoon 
session. 

The afternoon session was devoted to the presentation of papers on documen- 
tation in the various disciplines. Bruce L. Smith of the University of Chicago 
gave a comprehensive report on documentation in the social sciences. The 
social scientists have had no general abstract service in their subject field 
since Social Science Abstracts suspended publication in 1932. 

Documentation in the natural sciences was discussed by Dr. Raymund L. 
Zwemer of the National Research Council. Most of these disciplines are covered 
by abstracting and indexing services, but there is expensive overlapping, 
duplication, and omission. The whole problem is being studied carefully by 
such organizations as UNESCO, the National Research Council, the U. S. 
Office of Naval Research, and the American Institute of Biological Sciences. 
The State Department and the Atomic Energy Commission are working on the 
problem of the international exchange of scientific information. 

Dr. Carl H. Kraeling, American Schools of Oriental Research, reported 
on documentation in the humanities. He noted that the scholar depends on 
bibliography; microphotography, the modern technique by which the great 
resources of the British Museum, the Vatican Library, and the Bibliothéque 
Nationale are made available; publication of small journals and indexes in 
specialized fields; discs and records. 

In closing this very informative meeting, the new president, Dr. Evans, 
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presented his conception of the role of the organization and outlined a four 
point program: 

1) ADI should engage in the area of technical development in documen- 
tation, namely, the promotion of microfilm, microprint, punch cards, 
and the combination of printing techniques. 

2) ADI should have an advisory role in the adaptation of these techniques 
and programs of reproduction and publication. The institutions should 
perform the actual operation. 

3) ADI should promote the area of bibliography, in which is included 
classification, cataloguing, abstracting, terminology, rationalization, etc. 

4) ADI should study the problem of copyright, which is related to the 
entire function of communication of scholarship. 

Dr. Evans then stated that this program would involve certain renunciations. 
He does not believe that ADI should interest itself in the building of collections, 
the exchange of publications, archival science, or library services in general. 
The objective of the organization as he sees it is to provide the leadership on 
research in problems of documentation, with emphasis on reporting the progress 
achieved, and to persuade other organizations to accept assignments. 

MARGARET DOONAN, 
Representative 


REPORT ON INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS 


MEETING OF THE INTERNATIONAL LIBRARY COMMITTEE 


The fifteenth session of the International Library Committee was held in 
Basel, Switzerland, July 11-13, 1949, under the Chairmanship of the President, 
Dr. Wilhelm Munthe, of Oslo, Norway. Twenty-four delegates, representing 
eighteen nations, and three international organizations participated. The Medi- 
cal Library Association was represented by its President, and by Mrs. Eileen 
R. Cunningham. 

The principal topic of discussions in the general sessions was the plan and 
program for the International Library Congress which was to have been 
scheduled for 1950 in the United States. A tentative draft of the program was 
presented by Mr. Milton E. Lord, Vice-President of the International Federa- 
tion, and you will hear of the recent developments and vicissitudes of the plans 
for the Congress from Miss Doe. 

Your president presented for publication a Report on the Activities of the 
Medical Library Association for the past year, and Mrs. Cunningham, Chair- 
man of the Subcommittee on Periodicals and Serial Publications, reported on 
the activities of this Subcommittee. 

Mrs. Cunningham and I attended a number of Subcommittee meetings of 
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interest to this Association, notably on Library Education, Hospital Libraries, 
Exchange of Librarians, and on Problems in the Care and Cataloging of Rare 
Books. Madame Briet reported on the Joint Committee Activities in the Field 
of Professional Education. This is a joint committee of IFLA and FID, operat- 
ing under UNESCO. The full reports of these Subcommittees and from all of 
the various countries are printed in the Acts of the International Committee 
publications, Vol. XIV, published by Martinus Nijhoff, The Hague, 1949. 
SANFORD V. LaRKEy, M.D. 


REPORT ON THE COUNCIL OF NATIONAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS 


The three meetings of the Council of National Library Associations which 
have been held since the last Medical Library Association meeting, on April 
29, 1949, on November 14, 1949, and on April 30, 1950, have been occupied 
by consideration of a number of matters of concern to all librarians, and hence 
to us in the medical field. 

The Council’s Joint Committee on Library Education has been organizing 
its membership and laying plans for its activities, a report on which I leave to 
our Association’s representatives on that Committee, Mrs. Cunningham and 
Miss Marshall. 

One of the important general discussions by the Council of National Library 
Associations dealt with the censorship of current literature. This is more ex- 
tensive and invidious than most librarians realize. The Council heard a report 
on this by Mr. David K. Berninghausen, Chairman of the American Library 
Association Committee of Intellectual Freedom, who pointed out examples of 
recent censorship and the danger of its increasing in the future. He mentioned 
the attempted censoring of books on Russia in the Scarsdale school library, 
which failed through the efforts of an aroused citizenship against it. He cited a 
notice on one library’s bulletin board that no more books published by the 
Philosophical Library would be bought. Certain journal editors have refused to 
publish articles by librarians of institutions named on the Attorney-General’s 
list of subversive institutions. Some libraries have declined to have in the 
collections the Kinsey report and its commentaries. Mr. Berninghausen felt 
there was much more censoring carried on by librarians than came to light and 
that it is a very serious problem. Publicity is one of the best weapons against 
it; airing the facts of its existence can result in liberal laws being passed and 
objectionable laws being changed. The C. N. L. A. decided to suggest to the 
Social Science Research Council or other appropriate body that a study be 
made of the past and present of censorship in the United States, particularly 
as it affects libraries and book production. 

Another matter of especial concern to scientific libraries to which the Council 
is giving consideration is standardization in the field of library science and the 
participation by an American committee representing the Council in the efforts 





376 MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


in this direction already being made by the American Standards Association 
(through their Committee Z39), the International Organization for Standardiza- 
tion, UNESCO and others. The scope of activities of such a body was described 
originally as including “standards for concepts, definitions, terminology, letters 
and signs, practices, methods, supplies, and equipment used in the field of 
library practice.” Actually, all that had been thus far accomplished was the 
drawing up of standards for ‘“‘American Standard Reference Data and Arrange- 
ment of Periodicals,”’ the result of the labors of a subcommittee first under the 
chairmanship of Miss Carolyn Ulrich, of the New York Public Library, and 
then of Mrs. Eileen R. Cunningham. These standards for periodicals were 
published by the American Standards Association in pamphlet form in 1943 
but have never received suitable publicity or enforcement. They need to be 
brought to the attention of librarians and of users of periodicals and above all 
to that of the publishers, since in the latter’s hands lie all possibilities of making 
the periodicals conform to the suggested standards. It is a cause for rejoicing 
that the Council has undertaken to investigate the interest in the revival of 
such an undertaking which exists among the Council of Nationai Library As- 
sociations’ member associations, and if sufficient concern is shown, to appoint a 
committee to carry on the work of Committee Z39. 

The question of major importance before the Council now is that of the 
possible formation of a federation of national library associations which shall 
have power to speak and act for all branches of the library profession in this 
country in those matters in which all or a great many members of the profession 
are concerned. Such a federation must have the support of all national library 
organizations, if it is to be truly representative of the entire profession, and, 
further, the participating organizations must be willing to give up a certain 
amount of their individual sovereignty in dealing with matters affecting the 
welfare of the whole body of the profession. The Council requested its member- 
organizations to study the possibilities of such a federation and to acquaint 
their memberships with the need for, and advantages of, an over-all organiza- 
tion which would receive the adherence of all members of the profession. Your 
own Executive Committee conducted such an investigation in 1948 and pre- 
sented to the members of the Medical Library Association a set of “Essential 
Principles to be incorporated into a Constitution for a Federation of National 
Library Associations” which were approved by 96 per cent of the membership 
who replied. One of the chief essentials was the preservation of the minority 
rights of small associations in a group where there would be danger of over- 
shadowing by the larger organizations. 

In the midst of such considerations, the proposals made by the A. L. A.’s 
Fourth Activities Committee for the reorganization of A. L. A. aroused such a 
storm of comment that until the A. L. A. rejected at its Midwinter Meeting in 
January, 1950, those sections of that report which dealt with matters affecting 





FORTY-NINTH ANNUAL MEETING 377 


an over-all organization, it was not felt feasible to proceed with other channels 
of inquiry. As soon as the fate of those proposals was settled, however, the 
Council’s Joint Committee on the Reorganization of the Council of National 
Library Associations started consideration of the possibility of the Council’s 
becoming the sort of body for which need had been expressed, since it was 
already functioning in an advisory capacity as an inter-association organization. 
Just before the meeting scheduled for this C. N. L. A. Joint Committee, the 
President of A. L. A., Mr. Lord, convened on April 29, 1950, a group consisting 
of the presidents of national library organizations to explore the possibilities of 
relating the American Library Association more closely with other library 
groups. At his meeting it was voted to convene again during the A. L. A. annual 
session at Cleveland in July to discuss further the matter of a federation. The 
Joint Committee on Reorganization of C. N. L. A., meeting on the afternoon of 
that same day, summed up the attitudes of the ten member-associations repre- 
sented on that Committee towards making the C. N. L. A. more effective as a 
federation or towards the setting up of a new federation of national library 
associations, and cited favorably the suggestion from one member that such 
an organization be modeled on that of the American Council of Learned 
Societies. The Joint Committee recommended to the Council that its member- 
associations join in a movement to study and to propose a charter for a feder- 
ation. 

On the day following these two meetings, the Council itself took up con- 
sideration of the proposals for studying federation and in a formal unanimous 
resolution offered ‘‘its facilities and services to all national library associations 
for the formation of a federation—this is to be done regardless of how it might 
affect the future of the Council of National Library Associations itself, including 
its own continuance or discontinuance.’”’ It also decided to urge once more on 
those of its member-associations which had not already done so that, before 
the July meeting, they acquaint their memberships with the proposal for a 
federation of national library associations and get their ideas as to the general 
principles for a charter that would be acceptable to them. 

The officers of C. N. L. A. elected for 1950-51 were: Chairman: Dr. Sanford 
V. Larkey (Medical Library Association) ; Vice-Chairman: Mr. John O’Loughlin 
(Catholic Library Association); Secretary-Treasurer: Miss Dorothy Charles, 
(A. L. A. Division of Cataloging & Classification). 

JANET DOE 


REPORT ON INTERNATIONAL LIBRARY CONGRESS, 1951 


While the International Library Congress scheduled for 1950 has been 
postponed until 1951, it may be well to outline to you the circumstances of 
this Congress, since it will probably take place before another meeting of the 
Medical Library Association. Because of money exchange difficulties, foreign 
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delegates have found it practically impossible to raise the dollar credits neces- 
sary for a visit to this country. Means of raising funds in this country to meet 
their expenses are being investigated, and it is hoped that they will be successful 
in time to hold the Congress early in 1951. 

The Medical Library Association is one of the five American library associ- 
ations sponsoring the Congress, inasmuch as these five groups form the Ameri- 
can membership of the International Federation of Library Associations. The 
other four members are the American Library Association, the Canadian 
Library Association, the Music Library Association, and the Special Libraries 
Association. The International Federation of Library Associations has thus far 
been chiefly active through its European members, and it had been hoped that 
by holding the next Congress in the United States a more nearly global repre- 
sentation would be achieved. There have been so far only two such congresses 
held under IFLA’s aegis, the first in Italy in 1929, the second in Spain in 1935. 
The importance of the function of libraries has grown enormously with the 
betterment of communication and the recognition that knowledge published in 
one country is of more or less immediate concern in all countries: science, art, 
literature, historical research—all have graduated finally from provincial status 
to an accepted international level. It is vital therefore that librarians meet on an 
international level to survey their problems and try to find joint solutions. The 
International Federation of Documentation has also offered its assistance in 
the holding of the Congress. 

One of the major matters up for discussion at the coming Congress is that of 
the best way of providing current bibliographical information on an inter- 
national basis. The ground-work for this has been prepared by UNESCO and 
the Library of Congress in a survey of our present requirements and present 
resources. Under the encouragement of UNESCO, national working-groups of 
librarians and bibliographers have already been formed in many countries: 

‘Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Cuba, Denmark, Dominican Re- 
public, Egypt, France, Germany, Greece, India, Israel, Italy, Mexico, Nether- 
lands, New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, Philippines, Portugal, Rumania, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Union of South Africa, United Kingdom, United States, 
and Yugoslavia. A discussion of their accomplishments and plans for the future 
will be on the Congress agenda. Another working-paper which will be available 
is a report of the Joint Committee on Education for Librarianship and Docu- 
mentation which is being sponsored by the International Federation of Library 
Associations and by the International Federation for Documentation. 

The tentative program contemplates a ten-day meeting, the first six days 
to be given over to working sessions in a place apart from the distractions of a 
large city, with a limited number of specially prepared participants (probably 
not over 100). The last four days would be used for plenary sessions for which 
there would be no limitations on attendance. As the international aspect of 
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medical .literature has long been an accepted fact, medical librarians should 


be particularly interested in this coming Congress. 
JANET DoE 


Summary of Medical Library Association Activities 


The meeting heard of activities of this Association in the field of training, of 
standards for librarianship, of standards for libraries, of certification, and of the 
tremendous number of projects the Association is doing in trying to improve 
the services of libraries, trying to aid them in different ways. It also heard of all 
that was being done in a cooperative way, both nationally and internationally. 
The big question then came up: How is the Association going to pay for the 
work, even beyond the thousands of dollars as expressed in hours of work given 
voluntarily by the members of the Association, without any argument and to 
the fullest extent of people’s ability, and in what is almost jocularly known as 
“in your spare time.” 

The Committee on Grants and Gifts had been working on this problem. 
In the absence of its Chairman, Mr. Thomas E. Keys, the report was presented 
by Miss Bertha Hallam. 


COMMITTEE ON GRANTS AND GIFTS 


It is difficult for a committee such as ours to carry on its work by corre- 
spondence and at the same time to present a coherent report of its activities 
including suggestions. 

The chairman of the Committee, however, and one of its members, Mrs. 
Strieby, were able to meet with the President, Past President, and President- 
Elect of the Association in January in Chicago. As a result of these discussions, 
and upon approval of the Executive Committee, the name of the Committee 
was changed from Endowment Committee to Committee on Grants and Gifts, 
and Miss Mary M. Post, Chairman of the Membership Committee, was in- 
vited to become an ex officio member. The Committee, as now constituted, 
consists of the following members: Dr. Chauncey Leake, Dr. Howard Dittrick, 
Mrs. Irene Strieby, Miss Bertha Hallam, Miss Mary M. Post, and Mr. Thomas 
E. Keys, Chairman. 

Before Mrs. Cunningham turned over the chairmanship of our Committee, 
she finished the large task of writing letters and sending literature inviting 
many medical societies, drug firms, and insurance companies to become sus- 
taining members. We appreciate Mrs. Cunningham’s efforts which resulted in 
our obtaining three sustaining memberships of $100.00 each from the follow- 
ing: E. R. Squibb and Sons, the Upjohn Company, and the Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Company. Even though this may seem like a small response, many 
of the replies were sympathetic and have left the door open for future inquiries 
and have acquainted many organizations with our activities. 

Mrs. Irene M. Strieby has supplied the welcome news that the Lilly Research 
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Laboratories have renewed their generous grant of $1,000.00. This money is 
to be used to continue to finance the Association’s scholarship program. 

As known to all of you, the Rockefeller Foundation granted the Association 
$10,000.00 to be used for scholarships and fellowships in 1949 and 1950. These 
funds have made it possible for foreign librarians to improve their knowledge 
of medical librarianship by travel and study in the United States. Mrs. Cunning- 
ham has also reported the receipt of an additional special grant from the Rocke- 
feller Foundation of $5,000.00. This grant is to be used in defraying the trans- 
portation costs of sending medical literature from our libraries to individual 
foreign libraries. 

It would seem imperative that the Committee on Grants and Gifts have a 
program in mind in order to achieve its aim, that of raising funds. While our 
Committee will welcome gifts and grants in general, certainly no funds should 
be solicited unless their needs can be demonstrated, unless they have the ap- 
proval of our Association, and where it might be involved, the support of other 
groups interested in medical libraries. As outlined by Mrs. Cunningham, sug- 
gested projects of the type that might be financed by grants and gifts included 
(1) The Exchange, (2) The Buttetin, (3) The Handbook of Medical Library 
Practice, (4) Miscellaneous publications, (5) Committee work on periodical 
and serial publications, (6) Indexing and abstracting, (7) Training and stand- 
ards, (8) Scholarship, (9) Extension library service to rural practitioners. 

Our President has purposely placed the report of this Committee toward the 
end of the agenda, a choice spot. The reports that have been presented show 
our manifold activities and projects, and now it is up to our Committee to sug- 
gest possible ways to finance those projects that might best be met by grants 
and gifts. 

The Committee’s suggestions on the financing of projects are as follows: 

1. Outline the proposed project and have it approved by the Executive 
Committee including a breakdown of the proposed cost. 

2. Use funds from the Association, if available, and with the approval of 
the Finance and Executive Committees. 

3. If funds are not available, present your approved outline to the Com- 
mittee of Grants and Gifts together with suggestions. 

4. Let the Committee try to raise the necessary money. 

This may seem like an involved procedure, but with conditions as they are 
it would seem wise to ask interested institutions and foundations for grants and 
gifts for specific purposes with specific amounts in mind. 

Tuomas E. Keys, 
Chairman 


GROUP MEETINGS 


Another axis of the Medical Library Association’s activities is based upon the 
point of view of the special types of subject interest and problems. The librarians 
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with pharmacy, dental, hospital and nursing library interests held group meet- 
ings to discuss matters of mutual concern. A special problem on the cost of 
foreign periodicals had been raised by the Committee on Periodical and Serial 
Publications and it was decided to hold a round-table discussion of this 
question. 


MINUTES OF PHARMACY GROUP MEETING 


Thirty-eight persons were present at the Pharmacy Group dinner meeting 
held June 20, 1950. The increased attendance over the two former meetings 
may be attributed to geographical location as well as to the carrying out of 
last year’s recommendation made in Galveston. Miss Margaret Vinton, 1949 
moderator, reminded the group of the request made to the Program Committee 
Chairman to schedule future pharmacy and dental libraries round-tables at 
different times to permit attendance at both. 

This year’s program consisted of the following papers: 


“A preliminary study of pharmaceutical libraries’ by Clara A. Robeson, 
Mrs. Barbara Cowles, and Barbara Meehan, Sheppard Library, Massa- 
chusetts College of Pharmacy, Boston. 

The survey was undertaken to define a pharmaceutical library, its physical 
set up, policy determination, administration, clientele served, and extension of 


its service. The 72 libraries questioned—(1) libraries serving pharmacy colleges, 
and (2) those serving pharmaceutical firms—have the same immediate aims, 
but the results of the questionnaire revealed that the solutions to these prob- 
lems are somewhat different. 

Conclusions drawn from this study seem to indicate a need for a more ex- 
haustive survey in order to set such standards as may justifiably raise the qual- 
ity of service, advance the professional status of the specialized librarian, and 
through these factors achieve for the pharmaceutical library a position in the 
academic world on a level with its position in the business world. 


‘Pharmaceutical libraries: services and cooperation” by Walter Southern, 
Abbott Laboratories Library, North Chicago, Illinois. 

Because there is every reason to believe that benefits can be gained from 
cooperation among pharmaceutical librarians, a survey of nineteen pharma- 
ceutical houses was made in order to discover services offered by their libraries 
and ways and means in which pharmaceutical librarians could coordinate 
development of new services for their companies. 

The twenty-two suggestions submitted by the nineteen librarians for further 
inter-pharmaceutical library cooperation reveal vast unexplored and produc- 
tive areas yet to be developed in pharmaceutical libraries, as well as means for 
avoiding duplication of much work now being done on an individual basis. 
This means more and better services with no increase in staff or library budget. 
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“Indexing and abstracting of pharmaceutical literature’ by Barbara 
Cowles, Sheppard Library, Massachusetts College of Pharmacy, Boston. 

A review of the only indexes and abstract bulletins containing pharmaceutical 
references revealed their failings. Although Pharmaceutical Abstracts ceased 
publication in 1948, studies made as early as 1945 disclosed the fact that more 
than three-fourths of the articles abstracted were duplicated in Chemical Ab- 
stracts. That other quarter of its contents, however, supplied a badly felt need, 
and there is now no one source to which we can turn for reliable clues to the 
wealth of current pharmaceutical literature. 

Since many libraries have bridged this gap by instituting their own home- 
grown indexing and abstracting services, Mrs. Cowles proposed that pharma- 
ceutical libraries cooperate to prepare one guide to current pharmaceutical 
literature which will function for the diverse types of libraries it must serve. 
Problems involved in such a project were mentioned but were regarded as not 
insuperable. 


During the discussion on how these papers could be used to help develop 
standards for pharmacy libraries, it was suggested by Dr. Sanford Larkey that 
our objectives be cdordinated with those of the hospital and nursing groups 
in order to find a common ground for approaching accrediting agencies. Miss 
Vinton suggested that this group seek the aid of the American Council on 
Pharmaceutical Education and the American Colleges of Pharmacy in formu- 
lating standards, because the pharmacy school administrators recognize the 
authority of these professional associations. The minor place which the library 
now holds and the need for criteria to improve this status were apparent in the 
recently published Pharmaceutical Survey which made no mention of a library. 

In order to arouse others’ interest in the pharmacy group and to advertise its 
endeavors, Mr. Scott Adams and Miss Bernice Dunten suggested that the 
papers presented at this meeting be published in the BULLETIN, American 
Journal of Pharmaceutical Education, American Pharmaceutical Journal, etc. 

Dr. Larkey proposed that before any action be taken by this group the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Medical Library Association should receive a resolution 
in order to coordinate the aims for criteria of the pharmacy librarians with the 
other subject groups of M. L. A. Miss Vinton presented this in the form of a 
motion which was seconded by Miss Briggs. The meeting was then adjourned. 

Louise C. Lack, 
Secretary 


MINUTES OF DENTAL GROUP MEETING 


The Dental Library Group met in the Charles Room of the Kenmore Hotel 
in Boston, from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, June 21, 1950, with 26 per- 
sons in attendance. Miss Margaret Gayley Palmer, Chairman of the Group, 
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called the meeting to order and introduced the two speakers. Miss Charlotte 
E. Coffman, Librarian, Temple University Schools of Dentistry and Pharmacy, 
read a paper on ‘Informal Instruction in the Use of the Library” and Miss 
Eileen M. Bradley, Assistant Librarian, University of Toronto Faculty of 
Dentistry, read a paper on “The Value of Formal Instruction in the Use of 
the Library.” 

During the discussion that followed, Miss Hlavac emphasized the importance 
of having a manual on the use of the library and of having a work sheet with 
questions to be answered. Another member of the audience suggested using 
mimeographed sheets on the use of the library in relation to particular courses, 
and someone else expressed a preference for working with small groups of stu- 
dents. Miss Brodman listed five points to be followed in a program of library 
instruction: (1) start early, (2) give the students something definite to do, (3) 
repeat in final year, (4) supplement formal instruction with informal instruc- 
tion, and (5) make use of exhibits outside of the library (for example, in the 
anatomy department). 

Dr. Donald Washburn, Librarian of the American Dental Association, re- 
ported on the new method of publishing the /ndex to Dental Literature. The 
Association has discontinued its monthly card index service and is now pub- 
lishing a quarterly cumulative list by means of Flex-O-Print. The first issue, 
covering January—March, 1950, appeared in May. Each succeeding quarterly 
cumulation will supersede the previous issues and the annual cumulation will 
be in bound form. The subscription price for one copy of all issues is $30.00; 
additional copies may be obtained at a reduced price. The annual volume may 
be purchased separately for $5.00. 

THomaAs H. CAHALAN 
Secretary 


MINUTES OF THE HospitAL Group MEETING 


The Hospital Group Meeting assembled on June 21, 1950 with approximately 
sixty people in attendance, representing private, state, and federal hospital 
medical libraries throughout the country. 

One topic was listed on the agenda for discussion; however, a second unlisted 
topic was given priority for discussion due to its timeliness and greater interest. 

At Midwinter American Library Association meeting, February, 1950 a 
committee composed of the following people had been appointed to formulate 
objectives and standards for the hospital medical library and the nursing 
school library: 

Mrs. Lise K. Grraup, Chairman—Michael Reese Hospital, Chicago 

MARGUERIETE PrimE—American College of Surgeons, Chicago 

CHARLOTTE STUDER—Michael Reese, Nurses Library, Chicago 

Mrs. Mitprep Cox—Wesley Memorial Hospital Nurses Library, Chicago 
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Copies of the tentative objectives and standards prepared by the Committee 
were distributed as widely as possible to hospital medical librarians one day 
prior to the meeting with the request that the participant be prepared to dis- 
cuss the material at the Meeting. 

Mrs. Giraud read the objectives and standards and each item was taken up 
separately for comment and recommendation. Because of the extremely limited 
amount of time allotted to the meeting and because of the intense interest and 
lively discussion which ensued, it was impossible to cover more than a quarter 
of the material. It was therefore requested that each participant take with him 
a copy of the objectives and standards, plus a copy of a proposed budget for a 
medical library in a two thousand (2,000) bed neuropsychiatric training hospi- 
tal which was the topic listed on the agenda. These are to be studied, recom- 
mendations made, and returned to Mrs. Giraud on or before August 1, 1950. 

It was recommended that representation of federal hospital medical libraries 
be considered for membership on the Committee. 

MaBeEL MCLAUGHLIN, 
Chairman 


NOTES ON THE ROUND TABLE ON FOREIGN SERIALS COSTS 


About seventy-five medical librarians attended the meeting on June 21st. 
Present were Dr. Lange and Mr. Maxwell, representing Springer; Walter 
Johnson and Paul Jalowicz, Walter Hafner and Albert Daub, representing 
Stechert-Hafner; Paul Gottschalk, and Paul Mueller, representing Schoenhof’s. 

Dr. Sanford Larkey opened the meeting at 4:00 p.m. and introduced Joseph 
Groesbeck as Moderator. Mr. Groesbeck sketched the background of the meet- 
ing, explaining that the presence of the Springer representatives had prompted 
it, and reported on the meeting at the Library of Congress on 19 June 1950. 
He announced also that the chairmen of the serials committees of A. L. A., 
A. R. L., and M. L. A. had constituted themselves a joint committee to serve 
as liaison between American libraries and foreign serials publishers. 

Dr. Ténjes Lange was then introduced. He spoke of the difficulties which the 
firm of Springer has met during and since the war, and expressed his company’s 
pleasure at being invited to meet American librarians. He said that he welcomed 
criticism and suggestions for the improvement of the Springer publishing pro- 
gram. 

Dr. Harold Oatfield, Chairman of the M. L. A. Committee on Serials and 
Periodicals was introduced. He submitted several sample studies of journal 
costs which demonstrate clearly that (1) German medical journals are more 
expensive than other comparable European medical journals, and (2) that 
German journal prices are rising. 

Mr. Robert Maxwell, commenting on the cost figures introduced, blamed the 
loss of foreign markets, the necessity of selling to the Eastern zone of Germany 
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at a crippling artificial rate of exchange, and the generally small circulation of 
Springer publications. He asked for an expression of interest in a proposal to 
sell all thirteen Springer abstracting journals in the biological-medical field at 
an over-all price of about $230.00. From a show of hands it appeared that few 
libraries not now subscribing to all the journals concerned would be tempted 
by the package offer, and there was general agreement that Springer could not 
find the additional 150 U. S. subscribers which would be necessary to the suc- 
cess of such a proposal. 

From this point the discussion broadened to include the use being made of 
German medical journals, particularly the Zentralblitier, in American libraries. 
Miss Gertrude Minsk (University of Chicago), Miss Janet Doe (New York 
Academy of Medicine), Miss Marjorie Darrach (Wayne University), Mr. 
Alderson Fry (University of Washington), Miss Sue Biethan (University of 
Michigan), Mr. Scott Adams (The Army Medical Library), Mrs. Eileen 
Cunningham (Vanderbilt University), Miss Mary Louise Marshall (Tulane 
University), Dr. Sanford Larkey, Dr. Harold Oatfield, and others spoke from 
the floor. Participants disagreed sharply on the substantive value of the jour- 
nals, but agreed that present ignorance of the German language, unfamiliarity 
with the journals, and the competition of English language journals, notably 
of Excerpta Medica, were the chief reasons for the disuse. 

The meeting concluded with an invitation to those present to talk directly 


with the Springer representatives during their stay in Boston. 
JosEPH GROESBECK, 
Moderator 


ANNUAL BANQUET 


The annual banquet of the Association was held at the Hotel Kenmore, the 
evening of Wednesday, June 21, 1950. The banquet was preceded by a pleasant 
social hour, which gave the members an opportunity to meet our guests. Seated 
at the banquet with the officers and the Executive Committee were our hosts 
for this meeting, Dr. Viets and Mr. Ballard, and our distinguished guests, Mr. 
William J. Bishop, Mr. Milton E. Lord, President of the American Library 
Association, Dr. Merriil Moore, Dr. S. R. Ranganathan, President of the 
Indian Library Association, and Major Frank B. Rogers, the new Director of 
the Army Medical Library. 

The President introduced the distinguished guests and the Past-Presidents 
of the Association present: Mr. James F. Ballard, Miss Mary Louise Marshall, 
Dr. Walton B. McDaniel, II, Mrs. Eileen R. Cunningham, and Miss Janet Doe. 

Dr. Ranganathan brought greetings from the Indian Library Association. 
Mr. Milton E. Lord, in conveying the greetings from the American Library 
Association, stressed the great need for cooperation between the various library 
associations of the country. 
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The principal speaker of the evening was Dr. Merrill Moore, physician-poet 
of Boston, who gave a delightful and stimulating talk on “Doctors and Poets,” 
in which he told of a number of doctors who were also poets of the first rank. 
Dr. Moore read some of his own sonnets from his recent book. 

Admiral George W. Calver then showed motion pictures he had taken at the 
1949 meeting in Galveston, Texas, which brought back pleasant memories. 


Business Session 


The business session on Thursday morning, June 22nd, opened with the re- 
port of the Auditing Committee. Mr. Wesley Draper, Chairman, stated that 
the Committee had examined the books of the Treasurer and had found all 
in order. 


REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 


The following members were nominated for the coming year, 1950-51: 


President Miss MarjoriE J. DARRACH (Detroit) 
Vice-President (President- Miss L. MARGUERIETE PRIME (Chicago) 
Elect) 
Honorary Vice-President Dr. H. R. Viets (Boston) 
Secretary Miss CAROLINE RIECHERS (Chicago) 
Treasurer Mr. FREDERICK G. KILGOUR (New Haven) 
Executive Committee Mr. Tuomas E. Keys (Rochester, 
Minn.) 
Miss AGATHA LEONARD (Toronto) 
Nominating Committee Miss Gertrupe L, ANNAN (N. Y. City) 


LouIsE WILLIAMS, 
Chairman 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS 


There being no nominations from the floor, it was moved, seconded, and 
carried that the Secretary be instructed to cast a unanimous ballot for the 
nominees proposed by the Nominating Committee. 


Regional Meetings 


Another indication of the enlarging scope of the activities of the Association 
is shown by the increasing interest in the organization of regional meetings and 
groups. 


COMMITTEE ON REGIONAL MEETINGS 


When your President appointed me to serve as a one man committee to study 
the subject of Regional Meetings, I asked for additional help. I have leaned 
especially heavily upon the Executive Committee and upon the chairmen of 
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each of the three groups whose representatives have indicated their interest in 
organizing as a Regional Group of the Medical Library Association. 

Our study determined, first of all, that, owing to our present growth in 
numbers and interests, it was desirable in some areas for the members of 
M. L. A. to assemble during the interim between Annual meetings so that they 
might discuss mutual problems, enjoy formal and informal papers, outside 
speakers, or visits to points of interest as desired. Further it was felt that such 
regional meetings should be designed to serve especially the needs of the junior 
staff members who would not be in a position to attend and participate in the 
Annual meetings with the frequency which all of us wish were possible; and that 
long-time members of M. L. A. could best expend their efforts in interpreting 
the aims, purposes, and activities of the Association to junior and prospective 
members while encouraging junior and new members to bring in their own prob- 
lems and to carry the responsibility of the programs. 

In order that regional meetings may strengthen, not weaken, the Association 
as a whole the following restrictions and recommendations have been suggested 
for consideration and approval: 

1. Meetings shall be kept sufficiently regional so that they will not interfere 
with attendance at the Annual meeting either because of size of attendance or 
expense connected with travel. (It is thought that in most areas two or three 
meetings each year will be adequate.) 

2. Officers and/or committee chairmen shall be active members of the Medical 
Library Association. 

3. No direct action with respect to M. L. A. business shall be taken by the 
group. Any suggestions involving action or policy of the Association will be 
referred to the Executive Committee and only members of the Association shall 
have power to initiate or vote with respect to the presentation of such recom- 
mendations. 

4, Regional groups may establish, collect, and disburse assessments sufficient 
to cover group operations. Such money shall supplement the Associa.'sn dues 
which are paid directly to the Treasurer of the Association. 

5. Librarians elegible for membership in the Association shall be encouraged 
to participate in regional meetings in order to acquaint them with the Associa- 
tion and to encourage membership therein. 

6. Outstanding papers presented at regional meetings may be offered to the 
BULLETIN. 

It is hoped that regional meetings held in accordance with the above plan 
will serve the needs of members for more frequent contacts than has hitherto 
been provided, and that they will serve to strengthen the Medical Library 
Association as a whole. 

L. MARGUERIETE PRIME, 
Chairman 
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RESUME OF ACTIVITIES OF THE MEDICAL LIBRARY 
GROUP OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


May 1949-June 1950 


The medical librarians of Southern California met in January 1949 to con- 
sider organizing a regional group of the Medical Library Association. The re- 
sults of this first meeting were reported to the Association by Dr. Vilma Jacobs 
at the Galveston meeting last year. The Group has met four times since then 
and now numbers 50 members. 

A more or less permanent pattern of organization has been established around 
the following points: All those actively engaged in any phase of medical li- 
brarianship are eligible for membership. This point has been stretched to cover 
certain cases where individuals are temporarily inactive because of unusual 
circumstances. Dues are a nominal 50 cents per year and used chiefly to cover 
the cost of sending out announcements of meetings. A third position, that of 
Vice-Chairman, has been added to that of Chairman and Secretary-Treasurer. 
Meetings are held every three or four months, the spring meeting being planned 
as a joint one-day conference with the Medical Library Group of the San 
Francisco Bay Area. Informality and active participation in discussions by all 
members are the rule. Except for the Joint Conference, all meetings are sched- 
uled for a week-day morning in one of the medical libraries with facilities to 
accommodate the Group. Each meeting closes with a luncheon in a nearby res- 
taurant. Though no outside speakers are invited to the morning meeting, there 
is always a guest speaker at the luncheon. 

During the year the Group considered the following topics: Reports from 
members who attended the M. L. A. meetings in Galveston; interlibrary loan 
service from and for libraries represented in the Group; purchase of periodicals 
sets; a talk by Miss Frances Glaeser, Librarian of the Los Angeles County 
Medical Association Library, on her experiences during her Residency in Med- 
ical Librarianship at the Tulane School of Medicine Library in 1949-50; brief 
sketches of the history and work of the Children’s Hospital Library (Los 
Angeles), the U. S. Naval Hospital Medical Library (Long Beach), and the 
Neuropsychiatric Hospital Library, Veterans Administration (Los Angeles), 
each sketch being given by the Librarian of the respective library; a report by 
Louise Darling of the U. C. L. A. Biomedical Library on her summer tour of 
medical libraries and the work covered in the course on medical librarianship 
offered by the Columbia University School of Library Service. Various points 
concerning further organization of the Group were also considered at each 
meeting. The highlight of the year was the Joint Conference of March 26-27 
for which 17 members from Southern California made the 450-mile trip to 
San Francisco. Next year the Joint Conference will be held in Los Angeles. 

LouIsE DARLING, 
Chairman 
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MEDICAL LIBRARY GROUP OF THE SAN FRANCISCO 
BAY AREA 


The Medical Library Group of the San Francisco Bay Area was organized 
in November, 1947 by the librarians of that region who felt the need of some 
kind of an organization to increase contacts and advance inter-library coopera- 
tion. Because of the time and expense, attendance at the M. L. A. meetings is 
very difficult for many in that area. A constitution was drawn up which pro- 
vided that meetings should be held at the call of the Chairman, with not less 
than five a year. A great deal of interest has been shown and it is felt that the 
meetings are well worth while. 

The Group consists of thirty members representing fourteen medical or 
allied scientific libraries. This year we have had seven meetings, one of which 
was a two-day joint meeting in San Francisco with the Southern California 
Medical Library Group. Seventeen members of the Southern Group came, and 
there was a total of fifty-five in attendance. 

The meeting opened on a Sunday afternoon at an open house, with the staff 
of Stacy’s Medical Book Store as hosts. Sunday evening was left free for visiting 
with friends or relatives. On Monday morning the meeting was held at the 
Letterman General Hospital Library at the Presidio in San Francisco. Lt. 
Colonel Glass of the Staff gave a very interesting talk on the subject, “Advances 
in Psychiatry.”’ The afternoon session was held at the Lane Medical Library 
of Stanford University and was given over to talks and discussion on M. L. A. 
certification, indexing and bibliographic service, and the possibilities of getting 
library material to foreign medical libraries. The idea of the Group’s “‘adopting”’ 
one foreign library was discussed, but any action was withheld until we could 
find out if this could be done legitimately. The meeting adjourned at approxi- 
mately five o’clock, which allowed some time for visiting and refreshments 
before we met again at seven o’clock for a dinner in Chinatown, which was the 
last event on the program. 

Other meetings this year have consisted of business meetings, visits to the 
different member libraries, and talks on medical subjects by members of the 
staffs of the hospital libraries. 

ANNA P. KENNEDY, 
Chairman 


MIDWEST REGIONAL GROUP 


The Midwest Regional Group of the Medical Library Association was planned 
during the 1949 meeting of the Tri-State Hospital Assembly. A Steering Com- 
mittee was assembled, consisting of one representative from each of the four 
states of the Assembly: Michigan, Wisconsin, Illinois, and Indiana. A repre- 
sentative of the medical librarians of the Veterans Administration, an ex officio 
member of the Medical Library Association, and one member at large were 
added to the Committee. The members of the Committee were chosen not only 
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for their state affiliations, but also for the types of medical libraries they repre- 
sented. 

Though the Executive Committee of the Medical Library Association sug- 
gested a chairman and a secretary-treasurer as officers to plan the activities 
of the regional groups, we felt we should have a Steering Committee composed 
of representatives from the states within the Assembly. The Tri-State Hospital 
Assembly, an annual cooperative meeting of all departmental personnel of the 
hospitals, was a convenient unit upon which to build, for the medical librarians 
of the four Midwest states were already a part of the group. 

The plan is to have three meetings annually in different parts of the Mid- 
west, except for the Assembly meeting which is held in Chicago. Each meeting 
is under the direction of a different Committee member who assembles his 
program committee from the membership at large. We try to give the less ex- 
perienced members an opportunity for training. 

The dues are nominal, fifty cents a year. Any medical librarian in this area 
is eligible to join whether a member of the Medical Library Association or not. 
but only members of the Medical Library Association can serve on the Steer- 
ing Committee. Since we composed the first Committee, we set up our own 
procedures: one member was designated Chairman; one, Treasurer, and one, 
Secretary. A copy of the minutes of each meeting and copies of all correspond- 
ence are sent to each member of the Committee to be kept on file and to be 
passed on to the next state representative; in this way each representative has 
the full record of the Group. 

Our first meeting was held during the American Library Association’s Mid- 
winter meeting in Chicago. It was a particularly auspicious occasion for our 
inception, with three past Presidents, the President, and the President-elect 
of the Medical Library Association present. There were seventy-some members 
and guests in attendance. At this meeting it was suggested that medical librar- 
ians from the Midwest states other than those cooperating in the Assembly 
be included. These librarians were invited to our second meeting, during the 
annual Tri-State Hospital Assembly; the second session of this meeting was 
held jointly with the hospital librarians’ group. The third meeting will be held 
in October in Kalamazoo, Michigan, where the group will be the guests of the 
Upjohn Company. 

This first year we have tried to organize each meeting around a central theme. 
The new and younger members of our group are asked to share in our responsi- 
bilities. We feel that participation in regional group meetings is a training 
ground for future national duties and that the regional group fills a need for 
exchange of ideas and discussion of mutual problems. The cooperation from the 
members of the Committee and the response from the medical librarians in the 
Midwest has been gratifying. 

GERTRUDE G. MINSK, 
Chairman 
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REPORT OF THE NEW YORK REGIONAL GROUP 


Mr. J. Alan MacWatt gave a brief report on the future plans for regional 
meetings in New York, which had been discussed at a meeting of the officers 
of the group. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE REVISION OF 
THE CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 


PREAMBLE 


This committee began its work immediately after the Galveston meeting, 
has held three meetings during the year, and has had for the past three months 
the legal advice of Mr. James Carey, III, of the Baltimore firm of Marshall, 
Carey, Doub, and Mundy. It has also consulted at times the secretaries of the 
American Neurological Association, the Association of Theological Libraries, 
the American Medical Association, the Editor of the Journal of the History of 
Medicine and Allied Sciences, and the U. S. Postmaster at Albany, N. Y., and 
has had the assistance of the Personnel Survey Committee, members of the 
Executive Committee, and recent Past-Presidents of the Medical Library As- 
sociation. To all thanks are due. The President, while serving ex officio, has 
taken the full burden of active participation as did the President last year, 
so that the Committee, with the same membership each year, has given two 
full years of careful thought to the subject. The President and the Chairman 
have studied Maryland Corporation Law Annotated and Revised to 1949 with 
reference to general works on corporation law as well. 

The reasons for the first recommendation to abolish the Constitution have 
been mimeographed and distributed. Aside from the difficulty of determining 
what should legally appear in a document for which the law made no provision, 
it would have been necessary to prepare two sets of amendments, one keyed 
to a set of by-laws, and one to a constitution and by-laws. One set would not 
have been used, and would have been a waste of the Association’s money. The 
Committee therefore counted on the wisdom of the members at this meeting to 
accept this recommendation. It dissected the Constitution, placing everything 
not in the charter in a set of by-laws, a copy of which is here. These by-laws 
contain everything now in the Constitution and By-laws. They were not mimeo- 
graphed, however, because on consulting its legal adviser, the Committee found 
that the changes required to put the charter and these by-laws in legal and 
proper form were such that it would be impossible to present them in the usual 
form of amendments. The Committee has therefore prepared a new set of by- 
laws to be substituted for those it prepared from the Constitution and By-laws. 
The proposed by-laws incorporate the substance of the old, but with changes 
in arrangement and in wording to put them in required or proper legal form. 
They incorporate also the proposed changes in substance which were presented 
in the notice mailed to the members. 
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Please bear clearly in mind that a Constitution contains the basic organiza- 
tion of a society, the By-laws the details which may be changed from time to 
time, and that in an incorporated society this basic matter is contained in its 
charter and certain things must be included in by-laws. Bear in mind, too, that 
corporation laws are amended from time to time by State Legislatures, and that 
Maryland Corporation Law states that “every corporation of this State, here- 
tofore or hereinafter incorporated, may from time to time and in the manner 
hereinafter provided . . .{make] any . . . amendment of the charter that may be 
desired, provided that such amendment shall contain or omit only such pro- 
visions as it would be lawful or proper to insert in or omit from an original 
certificate of incorporation made at the time of making such amendment.”’ It is 
therefore futile to question why certain things were permitted when the Asso- 
ciation was incorporated in 1934. The Committee asked why we should have 
been allowed to register changes which were unlawful or legally improper and 
learned that the State Tax Commission has no concern with what the changes 
are but merely enters them and collects the tax. Little attention is given to 
membership corporations (non-stockholding) but should the Association ever 
be sued, the illegality or impropriety of these changes could bring trouble. 

Certain proposed amendments have been reported to you, with the Commit- 
tee’s reasons for recommending them. Certain other changes are recommended 
because they are required or proper legal form. In presenting the latter, we may 
appear to assume your acceptance of the former, but that is only because the 
proposed amendments are so worded. 

The most apparent change suggested for legal reasons is that in the name 
of the governing body. While the law refers to this body as a board of directors, 
trustees, “‘or by whatever name it may be called,” it further makes provision 
for an ‘‘Executive Committee” which it defines as a small group of two or three 
persons designated by the governing body to act for them in the conduct of the 
affairs of the corporation. To avoid ambiguity, therefore, this committee recom- 
mends that the name of our governing body be changed to “Board of Directors.”’ 

It is not legally proper to include anyone in the Board of Directors unless he 
is elected to it as a director. No one is ex officio a member. An officer may not 
be a member of the Board of Directors by virtue of his office, but it is possible 
for a person elected to the Board of Directors to be also elected to an office. 
In fact, the law provides that the President must be selected from the Board 
of Directors. The Committee has worked out an arrangement whereby the 
present practice of the Association can be continued, but in a legal manner, 
by instructions to the Nominating Committee in the Article on Nominations 
and. Elections. Except in the case of the President, however, this dual function 
must not be referred to elsewhere. 

The members of the Association in the eyes of the law are the voting members 
only. The voting class or classes must be named in the charter. A corporation 
may have other classes of members and may by their by-laws give them any 
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privileges they wish but not the privilege of voting. A member of a non-voting 
class—an Associate member—may therefore be elected as an officer—Honorary 
Vice-President—and may be elected to the Board of Directors. As a member 
of this Board, he may vote at Board meetings, although he may not vote as an 
Associate member in meetings of members of the Association. 

The Maryland Law makes no provision for absentee voting by sealed ballots 
sent to the Secretary. Therefore this provision had to be removed and when 
necessary ‘‘ballot” has been replaced by another term. 

U. S. Postal Law requires that when a subscription to a magazine is included 
in the membership dues, the amount allocated to the magazine must be defi- 
nitely stated in the by-laws in order to have a second-class mailing permit. 
This statement was added in 1938 and the reason given in the Proceedings of 
that meeting, but it was omitted in the revision at Cleveland when specific 
amounts of dues were deleted. It is being reinserted with two additions. The 
Committee thinks that Sustaining members who pay $100.00 or more should 
receive the BULLETIN. It seems desirable, too, to make clear that the Associa- 
tion does not have two classes of Active members, one of which receives the 
BULLETIN with its dues, but that Active members may subscribe to the But- 
LETIN at a special rate, paid in addition to their regular dues. 

Under Election of Directors, the statement regarding their nomination is 
legally necessary. General corporation law states that when a society has a 
special procedure for nominations, this is only “directory” and not obligatory 
in the case of directors unless this positive statement is included in the 
by-laws. 

The duties of the Vice-President are legally worded to cover all eventualities. 

The law permits a corporation by its by-laws to divide the directors into 
classes and fix the tenure of each class, only requiring that none shall serve 
more than five years, and at least one class must serve only one year. In this 
section, although we are not permitted to mention officers, you will recognize 
the Vice-President and the members-at-large as those elected for three year 
terms, while the Honorary Vice-President, the Secretary, and the Treasurer, 
are elected as directors for terms of one year each. 

The law distinguishes between the method of filling vacancies in the Board 
of Directors and among the officers. 

A quorum in an incorporated society is properly expressed in terms of a per 
cent of the voting membership. For a membership corporation, our legal adviser 
felt that 10 per cent would be acceptable. If both classes of members, Institu- 
tional and Active, vote, the quorum, according to the membership list in the 
April BULLETIN, would be about 70. This refers to voting members, however, 
not to individuals. Had both classes been voting at New Haven, of 122 mem- 
bers present, 57, or 46 per cent, would have had a double vote. The total votes 
cast would have been 180. At Galveston, of 131 members present, 87, or 66.4 
per cent, would have had a double vote. The total vote would have been 219. 
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Assuming that 50 per cent of the members present had a double vote, 48 in- 
dividuals would constitute a quorum of 70 voting members. 

The Committee offers a definition of Honorary members, which has never 
been formulated in the by-laws, and also what it interprets as the meaning of 
the method of election. It would seem not to be such a great honor to be nom- 
inated by the Board of Directors, and elected upon being approved by three 
members of the same Board. 

The law requires that the number of directors be stated in the charter, but 
provides that the number may vary from time to time from the number stated 
in the charter at the discretion of the Board of Directors, within limits set by the 
by-laws. The law sets only a lower limit, never less than three. Since the com- 
mittee could foresee no reason for changing the number, it has not mentioned 
this in the by-laws. With our method of nominating, changes would be required 
in that article, too, whenever a change was made in the number of directors. 
But it is important to remember that the number of the directors may be 
changed without changing the number stated in the charter. Thus Article 
Fifth, as proposed, need never again require revision. The names of the present 
Board are required by law to be placed here when the charter is revised. 

Article Sixth, as proposed, need only be changed if a change of voting classes 
is made. This is the only thing, short of a change of name or purpose, which may 
ever again require a change in the charter. 

The first four articles were outlined for us and titles of sections provided by 
Mr. Carey. Several statements in them are required to be worded as they are 
presented. The more usual form is to place voting members, including by-laws 
governing their meetings, in Article I, and non-voting membership in Article II. 
The Committee persuaded him that the inclusion of all classes in the one article 
on membership would be more convenient and that the removal of all by-laws 
concerning meetings of the Association to a separate article on meetings would 
likewise be more convenient. He approved the wording of both these articles as 
far as points of interest to the law were concerned, and has approved all of the 
articles in which the law is concerned. 


REPORT 


The Committee therefore presented a new set of By-laws, which were read in 
their entirety. The By-laws, which were later adopted with the minor amend- 
ments to be noted below, are published elsewhere in this issue [page 400]. 

The Committee offers the following recommendations: 

I. RESOLVED, that the Constitution of the Association be and it is hereby 
repealed, its provisions having been transferred to the by-laws. 

II. RESOLVED, that the Certificate of Incorporation of the Association be 
and it is hereby amended as follows: 

(1) By striking out Article Fifth and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
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Article Fifth: The Association shall have eleven directors, and Marjorie 
J. Darrach (Detroit), Margueriete Prime (Chicago), H. R. Viets (Bos- 
ton), Caroline Riechers (Chicago), Frederick G. Kilgour (New Haven), 
Thomas E. Keys (Rochester, Minn.), Agatha Leonard (Toronto), San- 
ford V. Larkey (Baltimore), Marion F. Dondale (Albany), William A. 
FitzGerald (Nashville), and Wilma Troxel (Chicago) shall act as such 
until the first Annual meeting of members after the adoption of this 
amendment and until their successors are duly chosen and qualified. 

(2) By striking out Article Sixth and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

Article Sixth: The voting members of the Association, who shall constitute 
the members thereof as defined in the Maryland Corporation Law, shall 
consist of the Institutional members and the Active members of the 
Association as defined in the by-laws. 

Annual meetings and extraordinary meetings of the members of the 
Association may be held either within the State of Maryland or else- 
where. 

III. RESOLVED, (1) That the previous existing by-laws of the Association be 
and they are hereby repealed, and (2) That the by-laws submitted and read to 
this meeting be and the same are hereby adopted as the by-laws of this Asso- 
ciation. 
Marion F. DonpDaALE, 
Chairman 


Following the Report of the Committee on the Constitution and By-laws, 
the President pointed out that it would be necessary to take certain steps in 
their proper order. It was decided to discuss the proposed new By-laws article 
by article and to vote tentatively on each article, offering amendments desired. 
The following amendments were moved, seconded, and unanimously carried: 

Article VIII, Section 2 
Substitution of “ten per cent (10%) of the” voting members for “twenty- 
five (25)” voting members. 

This was moved by Alderson Fry and seconded by Mrs. Edith Dernehl. 

Article VIII, Section 9 C 
Substitution of “‘voting” for “active” members. 

This was moved by Miss Louise Darling and seconded by Miss Mable C. 
Wyllie. 

The Recommendations of the Committee were then voted upon. A motion 
was made that Recommendation I, as in the Report, be accepted. 

This was moved by Miss Janet Doe and seconded by Dr. Walton B. Mc- 
Daniel, 2d. This Recommendation was unanimously passed. 

A second motion was made that Recommendation II, as in the Report, be 
accepted. 
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This was moved by Miss Margueriete Prime and seconded by Miss Lora- 
Frances Davis. This Recommendation was unanimously passed. 

A third motion was made that Recommendation III, as in the Report, be 
accepted. 

This was moved by Miss Margaret G. Palmer, seconded by Miss Heath 
Babcock, and this Recommendation was unanimously passed. 


NEW BUSINESS 


As chairman of the Finance Committee, I have been asked by the Executive 
Committee to present a motion on which that Committee this week decided 
to ask your vote. All members of the Finance Committee are not present at this 
Annual meeting so a complete vote of that Committee has not been possible 
to obtain. 

The many reports which have been given at this meeting are evidence of the 
extent of Medical Library Association projects and their cost. Supplement I 
to the Finance Committee report for 1949-50 shows the narrow margin on which 
the Association operates. It seems unlikely that there will be continuous grants 
or gifts to support our basic projects or the work of the officers. Therefore the 
Executive Committee presents a motion that dues become: 

For Institutional Members $25.00 

For Active Members 5.00 

With 2.00 additional if they wish the BULLETIN 
BERTHA HALLAM, 
Chairman 
Finance Committee 


This was voted by the Association. 


FUTURE MEETINGS 


The President reported that the Executive Committee had voted to hold the 
1951 Meeting in Denver, Colorado on the 28th of June, 1951. Mrs. Dumke 
later told of some of the preliminary plans for the meeting. 

It is believed that because of the difficulty in arranging hotel accommodations 
for the growing membership it would be advisable to make an earlier decision 
for the location of future meetings. The Executive Committee therefore re- 
quested that, if possible, invitations for the 1952 Meeting be sent to the Presi- 
dent by October 1, 1950. 

A standing vote of thanks by all present was given to those responsible for 
the success of this splendid meeting: Dr. Walter G. Phippen, President, Boston 
Medical Library; Dr. Henry R. Viets, Librarian, Boston Medical Library; 
Mr. James F. Ballard, Chairman, Program and Entertainment Committee; 
Miss Florence E. Turner, Chairman, Hospitality Committee; and Mr. Charles 
C. Colby, III, Chairman, Committee on Local Arrangements. 
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LARGE GROUP MEETING 


On Thursday afternoon, June 22nd, a Symposium on Methods was held. 
Speakers: 
Miss JANET Dog, ‘Plans for Indexing Medical Literature.’ 
Major FRANK B. Rocers, “Cataloging and Classification of the Army 
Medical Library.” 
Miss LouIseE DaRLine, “Remodeling of Plans and Buildings.” 
Mr. Tuomas P. FLEMING, “Cooperative Cataloging: Columbia-Yale.”’ 
Miss Darling’s paper has appeared in the July, 1950 issue of the BULLETIN; 
the other papers will appear in future issues of the BULLETIN. 
In closing the Forty-ninth Annual Meeting, the President introduced the 
incoming President, Miss Marjorie Darrach. 
A visit to Tufts College Medical School with a delightful tea was the final 
event of the Meeting. 





Editorials 


THE DEVELOPMENT OF MEDICAL LIBRARIANSHIP 


A Guest EDITORIAL 


It has often been said that libraries are only as good as their librarians. Given 
a choice between a few good books and journals with an energetic and enter- 
prising librarian and a large collection of books and journals with a mediocre 
librarian, an administrator would probably choose the former, because he would 
realize that the enterprising librarian would find the means of providing and 
perfecting the physical collection and ultimately have a library that would 
adequately represent the needs of the institution. 

What are the essential qualifications of a good librarian? This is a highly 
debatable issue, one that has long concerned our Association and that should 
always be uppermost in our minds. It will be only through impartial and un- 
biased studies that we shall be able to define this moot point. We might possi- 
bly agree that a good librarian must have the following desirable qualifications: 
(1) An aptitude for library work. Through psychologic tests, possibly under 
the direction of a committee of our Association, a qualifying examination could 
be given to library neophytes to determine their fitness for the duties of a 
librarian. (2) An interest in history. Of all the points of departure in the realm 
of librarianship an interest in history would seem to be an essential for the 
proper understanding of the field. (3) A humanistic background. This, while 
related to an interest in history, would be more inclusive and embrace the 
knowledge gained by a liberal arts education. This should include knowledge 
of the following fields: languages, ancient as well as modern; the development 
of literature, especially European and American; the development of the arts, 
especially the fine arts; an understanding of our political, economic and socio- 
logic structures and comparative philosophy. (4) Formal training in librarian- 
ship. This can best be accomplished by study at a recognized library school. 
Dull as most library courses are, there can be no doubt that this training or- 
ganizes and crystallizes the field of librarianship. (5) Specialized training in 
medical librarianship. A few universities offer special courses in medical li- 
brarianship and related fields. More of this sort of training would be highly 
desirable, and a proper function of our Association would be to continue the 
study of the possibilities in this field. (6) Library internships. This fieldwork 
has been under survey, but more objective studies should be made. 
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No one librarian can probably meet all the foregoing requirements, but such 
considerations should be a part and parcel of medical librarianship. 
Tuomas E. Keys 


GADGETS 


“Comestics,” said a wit at the court of one of the Louis’, “should be an aid 
to beauty, not a substitute for it.” Perhaps one of the difficulties with the think- 
ing of some medical librarians is that they conceive of gadgets not as aids to 
librarianship, but as substitutes for it. 

It is an axiom that what is one generation’s gadget (“‘a contrivance or device 
for doing something, especially a part of machinery,” says Webster) is the next 
generation’s necessity. This has been the fate of the telephone, the typewriter, 
the automobile, and the public address system. Once they were gadgets; now 
they are so much a part of our lives we read with an air of incredulity the dis- 
cussion in the 1906 Journal of the American Medical Association, “Should the 
doctor use an automobile?” 

Contrivances, devices, gadgets to make work easier are just that and nothing 
more—methods to ease the drudgery. Now that our gadgets are becoming more 
complicated, we sometimes tend to forget that, confusing the means with the 
end. Microfilm-scanning devices, punched cards, Ultrafax, the Lumitype can 
all be used to aid in the mechanical compiling of bibliographies; but not one of 
them can be made into a substitute for the brains, knowledge, or experience of 
the bibliographer. Even the best of our so-called “‘mechanical brains” can only 
reproduce the knowledge which some human being has stored up in it. The 
machine, on the other hand, has the great advantage of being able to produce 
that knowledge in a minute fraction of the time it takes a human being to do it. 

This is the crux of the situation. Gadgets do the mechanical, monotonous, 
and painful work faster than human beings, but they can do only what they 
have been made to do by these same human beings. Sometimes it seems as if 
librarians ambivalently both want the gadgets to do their thinking for them 
and yet fear this very thing, as the current library literature abundantly proves. 
Such a reaction is beyond the normal cultural lag between invention and ac- 
ceptance of a device and probably must be explained on deeper psychological 
grounds. 

Whatever the reason for the feeling of librarians about gadgets, it is well to 
remember that the gadget has a legitimate place in our lives. This place, as the 
Frenchman pointed out about cosmetics, is as an aid to us in our work, and 
medical librarians particularly should gladly accept it as a means by which they 
can be saved the time and the drudgery of mechanical tasks to give to matters 
which are the real and primary mission of the medical librarian. No one who 
gives any serious objective thought to the subject expects gadgets to do more 
than this. The straw-man of the librarian with the oil-can, mentioned by one 
speaker at the annual meeting, is, we believe, a false analogy. 
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Medical Library Association, Inc. 
BY-LAWS 


(As adopted June 22, 1950) 


ARTICLE I 
Membership 


Section 1. Classification 

There shall be two classes of voting members, Institutional, and Active, 
who shall constitute the members of the Association as defined by the Maryland 
Corporation Law. In addition to these, there shall be three non-voting classes 
of membership: Associate, Sustaining, and Honorary. 


Section 2. Qualifications 

A. Institutional members shall be medical libraries and allied scientific 
libraries of not less than 1,000 volumes of medical or allied scientific literature 
(of which not less than 500 volumes must consist of books and periodicals 
published within ten years of the date of application), receiving regularly not 
less than 25 current medical or allied scientific serials of good standing, and 
maintaining stated regular hours and in charge of qualified attendants. 

B. Active members shall be persons who are, or at the time of election were, 
actively engaged in library or bibliographic work in medical or allied scientific 
fields, or who hold the Association’s Certificate of Medical Librarianship. 

C. Associate members shall be persons interested in medical or allied scien- 
tific libraries. 

D. Sustaining members shall be persons or organizations interested in medi- 
cal or allied scientific libraries., 

E. Honorary members shall be individuals who have made outstanding 
contributions in the advancement of the purposes for which this Association 
stands. They shall be limited in number to twenty-five (25). 


Section 3. A pplication for membership and election 
Application for Institutional, Active, Associate, or Sustaining membership 
shall be made, on forms provided for the purpose, to the Membership Commit- 
tee who shall assure themselves of the adequacy of the applicant’s qualifications. 
400 
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Applicants recommended by the Membership Committee, upon being ap- 
proved by the Vice-President and two other members of the Board of Directors, 
shall be entitled to all the benefits of membership from the time they pay their 
annual dues, their election to be ratified by the voting members of the Associa- 
tion at its following Annual meeting. 

Honorary members shall be nominated by the Board of Directors and elected 
by the voting members of the Association at the next Annual meeting. 


Section 4. Dues 


The annual dues of all classes of membership shall be determined by the 
voting members of the Association at the Annual meeting, but Honorary 
members shall be exempt from the payment of dues. 

The dues of each Institutional, Associate, and Sustaining member shall 
include a subscription to the Bulletin of the Association. Three dollars ($3.00) 
from the dues of each Institutional and Sustaining member, and two dollars 
($2.00) from the dues of each Associate member shall be allocated to the 
Bulletin. Active members may receive the Bulletin by paying two dollars 
($2.00) in addition to their dues. 


Section 5. Fiscal year 
The fiscal year of the Association shall be the calendar year. 


Section 6. Suspension and reinstatement 

Annual dues shall be payable on receipt of a bill from the Treasurer at the 
beginning of the fiscal year. If unpaid six months after the beginning of the 
fiscal year, the dues shall be considered to be in arrears and the member shall 
be suspended from all privileges of the Association appertaining to his member- 
ship. Members thus suspended may be reinstated during the same fiscal year 
upon payment of dues. Institutional, Active, and Associate members may be 
reinstated within five years upon payment of dues for the current year and for 
the year in which they were suspended. After a lapse of five years, a new applica- 
tion for membership must be made. 


ARTICLE II 
Board of Directors 

Section 1. Powers 

The business and property of the Association shall be conducted and managed 
by its Board of Directors. 
Section 2. Membership 

The Board of Directors shall consist of eleven members. 
Section 3. Election of directors 


The members of the Board of Directors shall be elected by the voting mem- 
bers of the Association at the Annual meeting, but no one shall be eligible for 
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election to the Board unless nominated as the by-laws provide. They shall be 
chosen from among the Active members of the Association, except that one 
member shall be chosen from among the Associate members. 







Section 4. Classes and tenure of directors 

There shall be two classes of directors, divided as follows: 

Eight directors shall serve for terms of three years each, three to be elected 
annually, except that every third year only two shall be elected. 

Three directors shall be elected annually for a term of one year each. 

Each director shall take office at the close of the Annual meeting at which 
he is elected and shall serve until the end of the Annual meeting held at the 
close of his term of office, and until his successor shall have been duly chosen 
and qualified, or until he shall have resigned; or shall have been removed in 
the manner provided by law. 

Any vacancy arising in the Board of Directors shall be filled by the Board 
of Directors, the appointee to serve until the next Annual meeting, when a 
successor for the unexpired term shall be nominated and elected by the voting 
members of the Association. 


Section 5. Meetings of the Board 

The Board of Directors shall meet as soon as practicable after each Annual 
meeting of members for purposes of organization and transaction of other 
business, and immediately before each Annual meeting of members. 

Special meetings of the Board may be called at any time by the President or 
by a majority of the directors, at such time and place as may be designated in 
the notice of the meeting. 

A majority of the Board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of 


business. 





























Section 6. Notice of meetings 

Except for the meeting held after the nae meeting of members, notice 
of the place, day, and hour of every meeting shall be given to each director 
ten days or more before the meeting by sending the same to him by telegraph 
or by mail. 









ARTICLE Ul 
Officers 






Section 1. Executive officers 

The executive officers of the Association shall be a President, a Vice-Presi- 
dent who shall be President-Elect, an Honorary Vice-President, a Secretary, 
and a Treasurer. The Honorary Vice-President shall be a physician known for 
his interest in, and aid to, the development of medical libraries, and an Associate 
member of the Association. The Vice-President, the Secretary, and the Treas- 
urer must be chosen from the Active membership. 
















ASSOCIATION NEWS 


Section 2. Election and term of office 


The officers shall be nominated as provided in the by- iis and elected by the 
voting members of the Association at the Annual meeting, or at any special 
meeting which may be called for that purpose. Each officer shall take office at 
the close of the Annual meeting at which he is elected, and shall serve until 
the end of the Annual meeting held at the close of his term of office and until 
his successor has been duly chosen and qualified, or until he shall have resigned, 
or shall have been removed in the manner provided by law. Any vacancy in 
any of the above offices shall be filled for the unexpired portion of the term 
by the Board of Directors. 


Section 3. The President 


The President shall hold the office for one term only, but will continue on 
the Board of Directors for the remaining year of his term as a director. He may 
again be nominated as Vice-President after a period of four years from the 
expiration of his term as President. 

He shall preside at all meetings of the Association, and of the Board of 
Directors, and shall perform all other duties appertaining to the office. 

He shall appoint all non-elective committees. 

He shall be ex officio a member of all committees. 


Section 4. The Vice-President 


The Vice-President, at the request of the President or in his absence or 
during his inability to act, shall perform the duties and exercise the functions 
of the President, and when so acting shall have the powers of the President. 
The Vice-President shall have such other powers and perform such other duties 
as may be assigned to him by the Board of Directors or the President. 


Section 5. The Secretary 

It shall be the duty of the Secretary to keep a list of all members and a full 
and distinct record of all the transactions of the Association, submitting a 
written report thereon at the Annual meeting. 

He shall inform all those who are admitted to membership of their election 
when notified by the Treasurer that the annual dues have been paid, and notify 
the President of their election. 

He shall conduct the correspondence of the Association. He shall retain 
copies of all letters written by him on behalf of the Association and present 
on file all letters and communications received by him in his official capacity 
and report the same to the Board of Directors. 

He shall send notice of each Annual or special meeting of the Association 
to each voting member at least four weeks before such meeting as required by 
law and set forth in ArticLe VIII, Section 4, of these by-laws, and an 
announcement and a preliminary program of the Annual meeting to all classes 
of members. 
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He shall send each year, not later than January fifteenth, to the Chairman of 
the Nominating Committee a complete list of members, a list of officers and 
directors whose terms of office expire at the next Annual meeting, a complete 
list of officers for the preceding five years and extracts from the by-laws relating 
to the nomination and election of officers, directors, and committees. 

! He shall issue to each voting member, at least four weeks before the Annual 
meeting, a copy of the report of the Nominating committee. 


Section 6. The Treasurer 

It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to receive all moneys and funds be- 
longing to the Association. He shall pay all bills when properly vouchered by 
the contracting official and approved by the President. 

He shall present to each member promptly at the beginning of the fiscal 
year a bill of annual dues, and shall send a second notice at the end of three 
months for such dues as are than unpaid, warning that membership will be 
reluctantly suspended on July 1, unless dues are paid. On this date, he shall 
present to the Board of Directors for action a list of all members in arrears of 
dues as stated in ARTICLE I, Section 6, of these by-laws. He shall send a bill 
to each new member and notify the Secretary when the first dues are paid. 
_ He shall present his accounts for audit by a certified public accountant at 
the close of each fiscal year, and shall present at the Annual meeting the fi- 
nancial report, together with the auditor’s certificate, for the previous fiscal 
year. 

The Treasurer shall be bonded in an amount not less than five thousand 
dollars ($5000.00) with corporate surety to be approved by a majority of the 
Board of Directors, who shall have the power at any time in its discretion to 
require a new bond in increased amounts, or with another surety, or both, the 
premium on the bond to be paid by the Association. 






























ARTICLE IV 








Nominations and Elections 





Section 1. Nominating Committee 

There shall be a Nominating Committee of three members, one member to 
be elected annually for a term of three years, from among the Active members. 
The senior member shall be Chairman of the Committee. No member shall 
serve on the committee more than three years during a period of five years. 







Section 2. Nominations 

It shall be the duty of the Nominating Committee to prepare annually a 
list of nominees for officers, members of the Board of Directors, and the Nomi- 
nating Committee. It shall propose one candidate for each of the following: 
Three directors, but every third year only two, for terms of three years each, 
one of these in each year to be also the candidate for Vice-President; three 
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directors for terms of one year each, one of whom shall also be the candidate 
for Honorary Vice-President, one the candidate for Secretary, and one the 
candidate for Treasurer; a President, who shall be the retiring Vice-President; 
and one member of the Nominating Committee. 

Nominations may be made to the Nominating Committee upon petitions 
signed by not fewer than ten voting members. Such nominations, if properly 
made, and presented to the Chairman of the Nominating Committee at least 
eight weeks before the Annual meeting, must be placed on the list of nominees 
of the Nominating Committee. Nominations may be made from the floor prior 
to the election of officers, provided notice of such nominations, signed by not 
less than ten voting members, has been filed with the Chairman of the Nomi- 
nating Committee at least one week before the Annual meeting. Upon declara- 
tion by the President, at the Annual meeting, of a vacancy in the official slate, 
nominations may be made from the floor without prior notification. 

The consent of candidates to serve, if elected, must in all cases be secured 
before nominations may be accepted. 


Section 3. Elections 


Candidates shall be declared elected upon receiving a majority of the votes 
cast at the Annual meeting. 


ARTICLE V 
Non-Elective Standing Committees 


Section 1. There shall be non-elective standing committees on Exchange, Fi- 
nance, International Cooperation, Membership, Program and Entertainment, 
Publication, and Standards for Medical Librarianship, whose members may 
be appointed from the Active, Associate, and Institutional memberships. 


Section 2. Exchange Committee 

There shall be an Exchange Committee of five members, one of whom shall 
be the Manager of the Exchange. It shall supervise the operation of the Ex- 
change in accordance with the by-laws and the Regulations of the Board of 
Directors, and consider all matters not covered by the by-laws and regulations. 


Section 3. Finance Committee 

There shall be a Finance Committee of three members, one of whom shall 
be the Treasurer. It shall prepare the annual budget and supervise the financial 
operations of the Association. 


Section 4. Committee on International Cooperation 

There shall be a committee of three members whose duty it shall be to foster 
international cooperation between medical libraries, associations, and institu- 
tions. 
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Section 5. Membership Committee 

There shall be a Membership Committee of seven members. It shall be the 
duty of this committee to increase the membership of the Association and to 
pass on the qualifications of applicants for membership. 


Section 6. Program and Entertainment Committee 

There shall be a Program and Entertainment Committee of five members. 
It shall arrange the program and entertainment for the Annual meetings and 
shall send to the Secretary a copy of the program for printing not later than 
six weeks before the Annual meeting. 


Section 7. Publication Committee 

There shall be a Publication Committee of five members, including the Editor 
and the Associate Editor of the Bulletin. It shall have charge of the official 
bulletin and any other publications of the Association. 


Section 8. Committee on Standards for Medical Librarianship 

There shall be a Committee on Standards for Medical Librarianship of six 
members, and four subcommittees on Certification, Curriculum, Internship, 
and Recruitment, each consisting of four members. The Chairman of the 
Committee on Standards for Medical Librarianship shall be ex officio a member 
of each of the four subcommittees. 

A. The Committee on Standards for Medical Librarianship shall consist of 
a Chairman and an Assistant Chairman, each of whom shall be appointed for 
one year from the membership of the previous year’s Committee on Standards 
for Medical Librarianship, and the four chairmen of the above mentioned sub- 
committees. 

B. Each of the aforementioned subcommittees shall consist of: a chairman, 
serving for one year, who shall be the retiring member of the subcommittee; 
and three members who shall serve for three years, the initial appointments 
being for one, two, and three years. 

C. The Committee on Standards for Medical Librarianship shall have as 
its function the establishment and maintenance of standards of librarianship 
in medical and allied scientific libraries (hereinafter designated as “medical 
librarianship”). To this end, acting within itself and through the appropriate 
aforementioned subcommittees, it 

(1) shall encourage the establishment of training agencies, both through 
formal instruction and internship, and recommend standards of train- 
ing to these agencies. 

(2) shall encourage qualified persons to enter the profession of medical 
librarianship. 

(3) may grant certificates of medical librarianship upon recommendation 
of the Subcommittee on Certification in conformity with provisions 
of ARTICLE VII of these by-laws. 
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Section 9. The chairmen of all non-elective committees shall submit written 
reports at the Annual meeting. 


Section 10. The work of all non-elective standing committees shall be under 
the charge of the Board of Directors. No such committee and no delegate may 
commit the Association to a policy without prior reference to and approval of 
the Board of Directors or of the President on behalf of the Board. 


Section 11. The membership of the non-elective standing committees may be 
temporarily increased if and when considered advisable. 


ARTICLE VI 
Exchange 
Section 1. The management and location of the Exchange shall be determined 


by the Board of Directors, which shall direct its activities through the Exchange 
Committee. 


Section 2. Rules governing the use of the Exchange by the Institutional 
members shall be adopted, and may be amended, by a majority of the Institu- 
tional and Active members present and voting at the Annual meeting or a 
meeting duly called for the purpose. 


Section 3. It is understood that all libraries shall give to their fullest capacity 
and uphold the altruistic traditions of the Association. 


ArTICLE VII 
Training and Certification 
Section 1. For the purpose of improving the standards of medical librarianship 
the Association may establish a Code for the Training and Certification of 
Medical Librarians. 


Section 2. The Code shall be adopted, and may be amended, by a majority 
of the Institutional and Active members of the Association present and voting 
at the Annual meeting or a meeting duly called for the purpose. 


Section 3. The Subcommittee on Certification shall evaluate the credentials 
of applicants for certification and make recommendations to the Committee 
on Standards for Medical Librarianship. 


Section 4. After adoption of the Code and subject to the provisions of ARTICLE 
V, Section 10, of the by-laws, the Committee on Standards for Medical Librari- 
anship upon recommendation of the Subcommittee on Certification may grant 
certificates of medical librarianship in conformity with the Code. 
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ARTICLE VIII 
Meetings 
Section 1. Annual meeting 
The Association shall hold annually a regular meeting of the voting members 
for the election of directors and officers, and for the transaction of general 


business. Such meeting shall be held at such time and such place as shall be 
designated in the notice thereof. 


Section 2. Special meeting 

At any time in the interval between Annual meetings, special meetings of 
the members may be called by the President of the Association or by a majority 
of the Board of Directors, or by ten per cent of the voting members. 


Section 3. Place of meetings 

Meetings of the members may be held at any place which is designated by 
the Board of Directors. 

Any institutional member desiring to act as host to the Association for the 
Annual meeting shall present a formal invitation to the Board of Directors at 
least four weeks before that Annual meeting which next precedes the one for 
which the invitation is being offered. If such an invitation is not received, the 
Board of Directors shall assume responsibility for finding a suitable place for 
the next Annual meeting and shall do so within the period of eight weeks, 
dating from the meeting of the Board of Directors which follows directly after 
the current Annual meeting. 


Section 4. Notice of meetings 

Written or printed notice of every Annual or special meeting of members 
shall be given to each member at least four weeks before such meeting, by 
mailing it, postage prepaid, and addressed to the member at his address as it 
appears on the books of the Association. Notice of every special meeting shall 
state the place, day and hour of such meeting and the business proposed to be 
transacted thereat. 


Section 5. Quorum 

At all meetings of members, the presence of ten per cent of the voting mem- 
bers shall constitute a quorum. In scientific session a quorum shall always be 
presumed. 


Section 6. Voting 


Each Active member in good standing shall be entitled to one vote. 
Each Institutional member in good standing shall be entitled to one vote, 
to be cast by its authorized representative. 
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Section 7. Parliamentary authority 
The conduct of the meeting shall follow Robert’s Rules of Order. 


Section 8. Order of business 


The order of business at the Annual meeting shall be at the discretion of the 
presiding officer, but the business shall include: 
Reading of the Minutes 
Report of the Board of Directors 
Report of the Secretary 
Report of the Treasurer 
Report of the Standing Committees and Delegates 
Election of Directors and Officers 
Amendments to the By-laws (if notice thereof has been given) 
New Business 


Section 9. Regional meetings of the Association 


A. Groups of members may hold regional meetings of the Association in the 
interim between Annual meetings in order to discuss mutual problems, profit 
from the presentation of formal and informal papers by members or guest 
speakers, and acquaint junior staff members and non-members in the area 
with the Association and its activities. 

B. Regional meetings may be held at such time and such place as may be 


convenient for members within the area provided that such meetings shall not 
conflict with the Annual meeting in time, expense, or size (not over one-fifth 
of the total Active membership). 

C. Officers and committee chairmen shall be voting members of the Associa- 
tion. Their names shall be reported to its President. 

D. A brief report of the meetings shall be made to the Board of Directors 
of the Association. 

E. No direct action with respect to Association business shall be taken by 
groups. Suggestions involving action or policy of the Association shall be re- 
ferred to the Board of Directors of the Association and only voting members 
of the Association (Active members and one authorized representative of each 
Institutional member) shall have power to initiate action or vote with respect 
to the presentation of such recommendations. 

F. Regional groups may establish, collect, and disburse assessments sufficient 
for group operations. 


ARTICLE IX 


Amendments 


Section 1. These by-laws may be amended at an Annual meeting, provided 
that printed or written notice of proposed amendments shall have been sent 
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together with the time and place of the meeting to each voting member at least 
four weeks before the date of the meeting, and provided further that the pro- 
posed amendments shall have been presented in writing by voting members 
of the Association to the Board of Directors for its consideration and recom- 
mendation at least ten weeks before the date of the meeting. 

Section 2. A two-thirds affirmative vote of the members of the Association 
present and voting shall be required to amend the by-laws. 
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS 


Awards Committee 
ELISABETH D. RUNGE 1 year Chairman 
M. Epna M. PooLe 1 year 
FRIDA PLIEFKE 2 years 
Mrs. EpitrH DERNEHL 2 years 
E. Louise WILLIAMS 2 years 


Abstracting and Indexing Committee 
Mrs. EILEEN R. CunNniNGHAM, Chairman 
JANET DoE 
ELEANOR FAIR 
HELEN G. FIELD 
W.B. McDanie1, II, Px.D. 
By-laws Committee 
Marion F. DonDALE, Chairman 


JANET DoE 
MARGARET GAYLEY PALMER 


Criteria for Medical School Libraries Commitlee 
IpA J. DRAEGER, Chairman 


ELEANOR G. STEINKE 
CLARA S. MANSON 

ISABELLE T. ANDERSON 
Mrs. JOSEPHINE G. MorTON 


Directory Committee 
GEORGE L. BANAy, PH.D., Chairman 
ELEANOR A. LEwIs 
Mrs. Loretta F. Smitu 
HELEN SYMONDS 


Exchange Committee 
Mrs. JACQUELINE W. FELTER, Chairman 
HELEN HLAVAC 
RoBeErtT T. LENTZ 
ANNA M. SEXTON 
MILDRED NAYLOR 


Extension Work in Medical Libraries Committee 


Ciara T. HEcK, Chairman 
HELEN CRAWFORD 
N.C. FORRESTER 
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Lora-FRANCES Davis 

DONALD WASHBURN, D.D.S. 
MAGDALENE FREYDER 

JEANNETTE DEAN-THROCKMORTON, M.D. 


Finance Committee 


BERTHA B. HALLAM, Chairman 
FREDERICK G. KILGouR 
Anna C. Hot 


Gifts and Grants Committee 


Tuomas E. Keys, Chairman 
BERTHA B. HALLAM 
Howarp Dirtrick, M.D. 
CuHauncey D. LEAKE, Pu.D. 
Mrs. IRENE STRIEBY 

Livan B. HECK 


Handbook of Medical Library Practice Committee 


Janet Doe, Chairman 
ISABELLE T. ANDERSON 
GERTRUDE L. ANNAN 

Mrs. EILEEN R. CUNNINGHAM 
ELEANOR Farr 

BERTHA B. HALLAM 

M. IRENE JONES 

Mary LovuisE MARSHALL 

L. MARGUERIETE PRIME 


International Cooperation Committee 


Mrs. EILEEN R. CUNNINGHAM, Chairman 
Scott ADAMS 
Mrs. SARAH G. MAYER 


Membership Committee 


LitaH B. HEck, Chairman 
ANNA P. KENNEDY 
GERTRUDE G. MINSK 
CLARA A. ROBESON 
LorA-FRANCES Davis 
SANFORD V. LarKEy, M.D. 
TERESA C. SEARS 
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Nominating Committee 
Anna C. Ho.Lt 1 year Chairman 
CLARA S. MANSON 2 years 
GERTRUDE L. ANNAN 3 years 


Periodicals and Serial Publications Committee 
HAROLD OATFIELD, Chairman 
Mrs. ELIZABETH T. BREADY 
WESLEY DRAPER 
PAULINE DUFFIELD 
GENEVIEVE GENTRY, M.D. 
JosEPH GROESBECK 


Personnel Survey Committee 
Mrs. BREED ROBINSON, Chairman 
Mrs. SmoneE C. Hurst 
BEATRICE MARRIOTT 
Hitpa E. Moore 


Program and Entertainment Committee 
Mrs. LILLIAN B. DumKE, Chairman 
BERTHA B. HALLAM 
ISABELLE T. ANDERSON 
Tuomas E. Keys 
JosEPH GROESBECK 


Publication Committee 
GERTRUDE L. ANNAN, Chairman 
EsTELLE BropMAN, Editor 
MILDRED E. BLAKE, Associate Editor 
J. ALAN MacWartr, Business Manager 
ALLAN SALANT 


Standards for Medical Librarianship Committee 
Marion A. Murpuy, Chairman 
HEATH BABCOCK, Assistant Chairman 
MARGARET GAYLEY PALMER 
WiriraM A. FitzGERALp, Pu.D. 
MARjoRIE J. DARRACH 
Mrs. Etta Movers CRANDALL 


Subcommittee on Certification 
MARGARET GAYLEY PALMER, Chairman 
BERTHA B. HALLAM 1 year 
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BLAKE BEEM 2 years 
AGATHA LEONARD 3 years 


Subcommittee on Curriculum 
WitiraM A. FitzGERALp, Px.D., Chairman 
SANFORD V. LARKEy, M.D 1 year 
Mrs. LILLIAN B. DUMKE 2 years 
MILDRED M. JorDAN 3 years 


Subcommittee on Internship 


Marjorie J. DARRACH, Chairman 
WILMA TROXEL 1 year 
MILDRED R. CROWE 2 years 
W. D. PosTeLy 3 years 


Subcommittee on Recruitment 


Mrs. ELLA Movers CRANDALL, Chairman 
Loulse C. LAGE 1 year 
MABEL McLAUGHLIN 2 years 
ROBERT B. AUSTIN 3 years 


REPRESENTATIVES ON JOINT COMMITTEES 


American Documentation Institute 
SANFORD V. LARKEY, M.D. 


International Library Congress 1951 
Mrs. EILEEN R. CUNNINGHAM, Chairman 
JANET DOE 
SANFORD V. LarRKEy, M.D. 
Major FRANK B. Rocers, M.C. 


Joint Committee on Library Work as a Career 
Mrs. ELLA Moyers CRANDALL 


Joint Committee to Set Up Standards for Hospital Medical Libraries 
and Nursing School Libraries 


Mrs. LisE KurZMANN GIRAuD, Chairman 
Mrs. WALTER Y. Cox 

CHARLOTTE STUDER 

L. MARGUERIETE PRIME 


Microcard Committee 


CHARLOTTE E. CoFFrMAN, Chairman 
Tuomas P. FLEMING 
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Mrs. SARAH W. GEORGE 
WILLIAM JEROME WILSON, Pu.D. 


Union List of Serials 
JosEPH GROESBECK 
U.S. Book Exchange 


Scott ADAMS 


1951 MEETING OF MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The next Annual meeting of the Medical Library Association will be in 
Denver June 28-July 2, 1951. Sunday, July 1st, is to be spent in the mountains. 
Mrs. Lillian B. Dumke is Chairman of the Program and Entertainment Com- 
mittee. Members of the Association are urged to get in touch with the Program 
Chairman with any suggestions for the meeting and with requests for space 
on the program for group meetings. 





News Items 


BOOK EXHIBIT RECEIVES SPECIAL MENTION 


Dr. C. Wilbur Rucker, head of the Section on Ophthalmology, and Thomas 
E. Keys, Librarian of the Mayo Clinic, received special mention for their ex- 
hibit, the Atlases of Ophthalmoscopy, 1850-1950. The exhibit was presented 
for the Section on Ophthalmology of the American Medical Association at the 
annual meeting held in San Francisco, June 26-30. 

The exhibit consisting of over 100 ophthalmoscopic atlases, many of them 
from Dr. Rucker’s personal collection, some from the Mayo Clinic Library, 
some from the Cleveland Medical Library and some from the collection of the 
Army Medical Library, was assembled in celebration of the one hundredth 
anniversary of the invention of the ophthalmoscope by Hermann von Helm- 
holtz. A brochure was prepared which accompanied the exhibit. It lists some 
but by no means all of the locations of known copies of the atlases. 


MEDICAL LIBRARIANS HONORED 


Miss E. Louise WILLIAMS AND Miss ANNA SEXTON PRAISED IN 
EDITORIAL IN American Journal of Public Health 


In an Editorial in the April, 1950 issue of the American Journal of Public 
Health two members of the Medical Library Association are singled out as 
exemplars of the kind of librarians needed in all public health departments, if 
the department is to be able to do the kind of work it should. 

Miss E. Louise Williams, Librarian of the Mississippi State Board of Health, 
is commended for her concept of the library as a community project and her 
forward-looking views on the place of a public health library. 

Miss Anna M. Sexton is praised for her direction of a fine working collection 
at the Department of Health Library in New York State. 

The Editorial concludes with these sentences: “‘We urge all our readers to 
review the adequacy of their library budgets and to consider whether they are 
asking their staff to make bricks without straw. . . . The trained or experienced 
public health librarian should be recognized as an essential member of the 
staff.” 
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S. L. A. SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GROUP PUBLISHES A 
UNION LIST OF PERIODICALS 


A union list of periodicals and other serial publications in the medical and 
biological sciences libraries of the Los Angeles area is announced for publica- 
tion by the Southern California Chapter of the Special Libraries Association. 
Scheduled to appear in October 1950, the union list will contain over 3,000 
entries covering the holdings of 17 libraries in and around Los Angeles. 

Dr. Hazel Dean, Associate Professor of Library Science, University of South- 
ern California, is editorial chairman. The union list is aimed to serve as an in- 
valuable reference tool for librarians and research workers in medicine and the 
biological sciences as well as allied fields. 

The S. L. A. Southern California Chapter requests that orders be placed im- 
mediately, to assure the publication of an adequate number of copies to meet 
the anticipated demand. Its tentative price is $4.50. Orders will be accepted by 
the chairman, Eleanor Hamilton, Librarian, Los Angeles County General 
Hospital, 1200 North State Street, Los Angeles 33. 


INCUNABULA CATALOGUE PUBLISHED 


The Catalogue of Incunabula and Manuscripts in the Army Medical Library, 
compiled by Dr. Dorothy M. Schullian and Mr. Francis E. Sommer, of the 
History of Medicine Division of the Army Medica] Library, was published this 


summer by Henry Schuman, Inc. 


MEDICAL LIBRARY GROUP OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


The officers elected for the second year of this regional group are Louise 
Darling, Chairman; Josephine Hermann, Vice-Chairman; and Martha Webber, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


COLONEL McNINCH REASSIGNED 


Colonel Joseph H. McNinch, M.C., former Director of the Army Medical 
Library and Editor of the History of the Medical Department of the Army in 
World War II, reported on September 1, 1950 to the Headquarters, First 
U. S. Army, at Governors Island, New York, for assignment under a recent 
change of orders. His successor as Editor is Colonel Roger G. Prentiss, Jr. 


DR. R. L. ZWEMER BECOMES CHIEF OF SCIENCE DIVISION, 
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 


Dr. Raymund L. Zwemer, formerly Executive Secretary of the National 
Academy of Sciences and of the National Research Council became Chief of the 
Science Division of the Library of Congress on July 1st. Before going to the 
National Academy of Sciences, Dr. Zwemer was Director of the Interdepart- 
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mental Committee on Scientific and Cultural Cooperation of the Department 
of State from 1944 to 1947. From 1928 to 1948 he taught anatomy at the College 
of Physicians and Surgeons, Columbia University, where he did his research 
on adrenal glands and focused ultra-sound. His present position will permit 
him to continue his laboratory research. 


SCOTT ADAMS ACCEPTS NEW POSITION 


Mr. Scott Adams has been appointed Librarian of the Institutes of Health; 
he assumed his new duties August 1, 1950. He was at the Army Medical Li- 
brary before he went to the Institutes—as Chief of the Acquisition Division 
from March 1945 to December 1946, then as Acting Librarian while Colonel 
McNinch was Director, and as Assistant to the Director after Major Rogers 
became Director. 


MISS DESMOND KOSTER IN NEW POSITION 


Desmond Koster (North Carolina ’44) is now Librarian of the Medical 
College of the State of South Carolina, Charleston, South Carolina. 





Book Reviews and Journal Notes 





PowELL, J. H. Bring out Your Dead; the Great Plague of Yellow Fever in Phila- 
delphia in 1793. Philadelphia, University of Pennsylvania Press, 1949. 304 p. 
$3.75. 

Dr. Powell very candidly in a footnote admits that the title of his fascinating 
account of the great yellow fever epidemic which devastated Philadelphia in 
1793, Bring Oui Your Dead, is probably traditional and that the drivers of the 
death carts that used to pick up the dead from the houses in which they died 
used no such summons to get the survivors to bring forth these who had died 
to be carted off for burial. There is no reference to such a cheerful summons 
written by any contemporary though the carter’s cry:is frequently mentioned 
by writers of a subsequent generation. 

Dr. Powell’s book is based on contemporary manuscripts, or on books, 
pamphlets, letters, and diaries written by contemporaries and gives a wonder- 
fully full, true, and thrilling history of the catastrophe which overwhelmed 
Philadelphia, at that time the Nation’s capital. Mathew Carey, the book pub- 
lisher, issued what was probably the most. valuable contemporary book on the 
epidemic, A Short'\Account of the Malignant Fever, Lately Prevalent in Phila- 
delphia..., the first edition of which was published on November 14, 1793. 
In a third edition published in 1793 Carey added A List of the Names of the 
Persons Buried in the Several Graveyards of the City and Liberties of Philadelphia 
From August Ist to November 9th, 1793. 

Carey’s book rapidly went through many editions. It was also published 
in London and in Dutch in Haarlem. As Powell points out, Carey’s necrology 
was not complete. It does not contain the names of a number who are known to 
have died. 

A great number of books and pamphlets were published by physicians and 
others who worked against the Fever. There were many articles dealing with 
the epidemic in the Federalist Gazette published by Andrew Brown. Powell 
has made splendid use of the innumerable letters and diaries of the time. 
Charles Brockden Brown, the novelist, wrote Arthur Mervyn and several other 
novels in which the Yellow Fever figures largely. There is much manuscript 
material in various libraries of Philadelphia; the Rush Papers in the Library 
Company of Philadelphia; the Historical Society of Pennsylvania; the Minutes 
of the Committee of the City in the Library Company and the Minutes of the 
Directors of the Company, etc. This book is a thorough, accurate account from 
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original sources of an important episode in not only Philadelphia but United 
States history. Of course the discovery of the role of the mosquito in yellow 
fever has changed the picture but nevertheless the splendid account of what 
happened in a great city previous to Reed’s work is of great interest and value. 
Francis R. Packarp, M.D. 


SINGER, CHARLES J. A History of Biology. Revised Edition. New York, Henry 

Schuman, 1950. 579 p. $5.00. 

Those interested in the history of science know of Dr. Singer’s outstanding 
contributions to this field and will be pleased to see another book with his name 
on the title-page. This “critical survey of the historic development of biological 
problems” is a revision of the original edition, now out of print, published in 
1931 in England under the title A Short History of Biology and in the United 
States as The Story of Living Things. 

The first edition came out at a time when there was much activity in the 
field of popularization of science and particularly in the history of science. 
The tendency was to write one type of book for the “general reader,” without 
annotations and documentations of any kind, and another for the “specialist,” 
with foot-notes, bibliographies, etc. It is noteworthy that Dr. Singer took no 
heed of that tendency with the result that this book will be of equal interest 
to both the “general reader” and the “specialist.” 

The field of the history of biology is so broad that it is obviously impossible 
to do full justice to it in a volume the size of this one. The omissions are indi- 
cated by Dr. Singer in the preface to the first edition as follows: 

“The author has already treated such topics as the influence of Galileo on 
science generally, Galenic anatomy and physiology, the circulation of the blood, 
the philosophical implications of scientific specialization and their relation to 
utilitarian thought, the discovery of the nature of the air, advances in knowl- 
edge of bacteriology, immunity, and epidemics, in his Short History of Medicine, 
which is in some degree, a companion volume to this.” 

The book is profusely illustrated and is divided into three distinct parts: 
the older biology, beginning with Hippocrates; the historical foundations of 
modern biology; and the emergence of main themes of contemporary biology. 
The Introduction is a vital part of the book and should be read after as well 
as before the book itself, and the systematic table of contents is recommended 
for constant reference to those who desire a chronological orientation in the 
history of biology. 

About the revision the author has this to say: “For this second edition I have 
had the advantage of the translation into French by Dr. Gidon.. . 1934, and 
the translation into Spanish by Dr. Maximo Valentinuzzi . . . 1947. Both these 
versions contain considerable additions. ... During the past eighteen years 
many colleagues have sent me suggestions which are incorporated here.” 
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In compass this edition is about the same as the first. It includes all the il- 
lustrations of the original edition and has about seven pages of additional text. 
The most notable expansions are in the chapters on “Sex” and “Heredity.” 
SARAH G. MAYER 


AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. American Medical Directory: 1950; A Regis- 
ter of Physicians. 18th ed. Chicago, 1950. 2,913 p. $25.00. 

Medical librarians would almost surely agree that the American Medical 
Directory is among the first half-dozen or so most used reference books in the 
collection. The arrival of each new edition is awaited with considerable eager- 
ness and this, the eighteenth, is particularly welcome since it has been some 
eight years on the way. 

The Directory is too well known to need an elaborate description of its content 
and arrangement. As in previous editions there are three main divisions: Part 
I—National and Interstate Information; Part II—Physicians and Hospitals 
of United States; Part II1I—Index of Physicians. Certain changes have been 
made, however, aside from the usual ones involved in bringing the information 
it contains up to date. Physicians’ office hours are no longer indicated, while 
the full name of each appears only in the alphabetical index of physicians. The 
list of hospitals approved for internships and residencies has been dropped, 
since the annual Jnlernship and Residency Number of the Journal of the A.M.A. 
publishes the data. Biographical information on active, fulltime medical offi- 
cers of the Armed Forces, the United States Public Health Service, the Veter- 
ans Administration, and the Indian Service, which formerly appeared under 
the city where each officer was stationed as well as under the section Medical 
Officers of Government Service, now appears only under the latter heading. These 
are among the changes made chiefly for the purpose of saving space, and are of 
relatively minor importance. 

On the other hand three new statistical tables have been added, making a 
total of five in the new edition. The first two tables are the same as before ex- 
cept that they now present only current, rather than comparative, figures on 
physicians and hospitals. The new tables are: Number of Members and Fellows 
of the American Medical Association, and Number of Physicians Classified as 
to Type of Practice (Table 3); Number of Physicians Classified as to Specialty 
Practiced (Table 4); and (Table 5) Number of Hospitals in United States and 
Canada (1906-1950). Also a new category, (H) Public Health, Hospital Ad- 
ministration, Industrial Practice, and Physical Medicine, has been added to the 
special societies list; postal zone numbers are indicated; a list of physicians 
whose names were on file for the new Directory, but who died during the interval 
between the publication of editions, precedes the alphabetical list, and a sec- 
tion is devoted to the World Medical Association. 

It is, perhaps, not beside the point to note that one of the major changes in 
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the book is in the price, which has been increased seventy-two per cent. The 
American Medical Directory is still a bargain. 
ALLAN H. WAGNER 


REICHNER, HERBERT. List 14: Reference Books and Bibliographies. New York, 

[1950] 78 p. 

When a book dealer’s catalogue on a special subject reaches nearly 1500 
items, even if some of those are duplicates, the mere mass of the material gives 
it importance and—if one may use the term—representativeness. And when 
it is found to emphasize 20th century material and to include many items as 
late as 1949 or even 1950, it becomes evident that specialists in particular fields 
have a fair chance of learning here about some up-to-the-minute work of which 
they may not have heard before. The list, in fact, is so very much up to date 
that it includes the Schullian and Sommer Catalogue of Incunabula and Manu- 
scripts in the Army Medical Library, which at this moment of writing is not 
yet out. I have therefore been able to congratulate my colleagues on having 
their work listed by a secondhand dealer before it is even published! This should 
be something of a record. Medical librarians will find under “Medicine” 121 
items, ranging in date from 1837 to 1950, and including histories, biographies, 
and bibliographies. Among these last are such rarities as Atti on Malpighi 
(1847) and Sudhoff on Paracelsus (1894-99). 

WILLIAM JEROME WILSON 


Bonn, Ear D. Thomas W. Salmon, Psychiatrist. New York, W. W. Norton & 

Co., 1950. 237 p. $3.00. 

Dr. Salmon was a great pioneer in the field of psychiatry. The first Medical 
Director of the National Committee for Mental Hygiene, he had already ac- 
complished so much to improve the care of the mentally ill and defective that 
when World War I broke out he was put in charge of the psychiatric work of the 
Army, and labored hard and (despite obstacles) effectively in the American 
Expeditionary Force to secure early care for psychiatric casualties. (It is a tragic 
commentary that his plans, of demonstrated value, were not reactivated during 
World War II until one and one-half years after Pearl Harbor!) On his return 
he fought vigorously for the proper care of veterans who were psychiatric 
‘casualties. Later Professor of Psychiatry at Columbia and President of the 
American Psychiatric Association, he died all too young in 1927 at 51 years of 
age. The Salmon Memorial Lectures, given yearly in New York, are not only a 
tribute to his memory, but selection as a Salmon Lecturer is one of the highest 
honors possible to a psychiatrist. 

Dr. Earl Bond, a distinguished psychiatrist of Philadelphia and an old friend 
of Dr. Salmon, has here told a moving and human story of a great man. He was 
fortunate in being assisted in compiling data by Mr. Paul O. Kormora, Secre- 
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tary of the New York State Department of Mental Hygiene, who was for many 
years closely associated with Dr. Salmon in the National Committee and the 
American Expeditionary Force. 

The book will be read with profit and pleasure by anyone interested in the 
development of psychiatry, both as a specialty of medicine and as a contribu- 
tion to human welfare. 

WINFRED OVERHOLSER, M.D. 


MeEYER-ABICH, ADOLPH, ed. Biologie der Goethezeit. Stuttgart, Hippokrates- 
Verlag; Waltham, Mass., The Chronica Botanica Co., 1949. 302 p., ports. 
$5.50. 

“‘Holism” (from the Greek holon, the whole) is a modern biologically oriented 
philosophy based on the concepts that an “organismic” whole ‘can never be 
composed by its parts, but always comes into existence and exists solely by its 
members, and that each “‘organismic” whole always is member and whole at 
the same time. Adolf Meyer-Abich, one of the outstanding German exponents 
of this philosophy, attempts in this book ta, show that modern “holism” is 
rooted in the romantic biology (‘‘Morphologie”) of Goethe, particularly in his 
“law of compensation.” This Jaw postulates that “nothing can be added to 
one member [of an organic being] without a.compensating subtraction from 
another member and vice versa.” In some way or other, all the selections in 
Biologie der Goethezeit pivot around this proposition. It is remarkable—and 
tends to confirm Meyer-Abich’s statement of the romantic origin of “holism” 
—that an excellent cross-section of, German biological thought of the Goethe 
era may be found in the book. -Besides' Goethe, whose writings take up more 
than one third of the work, Forster, Oken, Carus, von Baer, Johannes Miiller 
and Alexander von Humboldt are represented, the latter by the charming 
parable ‘The vital force, or the Rhodian genius,” which probably shows the 
essential spirit of the period most clearly and concisely,in contents and style. 

Meyer-Abich has not only written a highly informatiye preface and “envoy,” 
but has also supplied each paper with a pertinent introduction. His thoughtful 
and stimulating anthology is highly recommended to both biological and philo- 


sophica} libraries. 
Kari A. BAER 





Obituary 


FRANCIS RANDOLPH PACKARD 
1870-1950 


Few physicians have achieved preeminence as specialists and at the same 
time contributed so much to medical history as did Dr. Francis R. Packard, 
whose death in Philadelphia on April 18, 1950 has saddened all of us who knew 
him. 

Dr. Packard was born in Philadelphia on March 23, 1870, and had reached 
his eightieth birthday during the past spring. His father, Dr. John Hooker 
Packard (1832-1907) was a distinguished physician and surgeon in that city; 
and Francis Packard—in his own life and work—carried on the best traditions 
in Philadelphia medicine. He graduated from the University of Pennsylvania 
in 1889, and took his M.D. degree there is 1892. After spending some months 
in postgraduate training at the Johns Hopkins Hospital, he was recalled to 
Philadelphia as resident in the Pennsylvania Hospital. He eventually became 
chief otolaryngologist at that institution, in which capacity he served with 
distinction until his retirement about a decade ago. He carried on a busy private 
practice and was greatly esteemed by his patients. Meantime, he was honored 
in 1930 by the presidency of the American Laryngological Association; and 
shortly thereafter, he became President of the College of Physicians of Phila- 
delphia (1931-1934). 

In addition to his professional achievements, Dr. Packard displayed con- 
tinued interest in literary and historical matters—an interest which was early 
stimulated by his association with Dr. William Osler at Pennsylvania and at 
the Johns Hopkins. Devoted to the cultural institutions of his native city, 
he was for some years President of the Library Company (Franklin’s library), 
and at the time of his death was Curator of the American Philosophical Society. 
The old library of the Pennsylvania Hospital, long the largest medical library 
in this country, held a particular place in his affections; and he was largely re- 
sponsible for preserving and organizing its collections. 

Dr. Packard found in medical history a happy combination of his professional 
and humanistic interests. The best-known of his writings on British, French, 
and American themes is The History of Medicine in the United States (two 
volumes, 1901)—a pioneer achievement which remains the only general work 
on the subject. Packard prized medical history for its cultural values. Like 
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Osler and Welch, he thought that science might transform physicians into mere 
technicians, unless they cultivated a historical perspective on their profession 
and its place in society. In order to encourage this broader outlook, he estab- 
lished in 1917 the Annals of Medical History, and remained the editor of this 
journal from that time until it was terminated in 1942. That a busy specialist 
also achieved so much as historian, librarian, and editor is a remarkable tribute 
to his industry as well as to his learning and originality. 

One wishes that space permitted, in addition, a tribute to Dr. Packard’s 
many-sided and human personality. His patients became his friends, and his 
friends his patients. He was married to Christine B. Curwen. After her death 
in 1901, he married in 1906 Margaret Horstman. He is survived by Mrs. 
Packard, and by four children; Mrs. E. Perot Bissel, Jr., Miss Elizabeth Pack- 
ard, Mrs. Peyton R. Biddle and Mrs. John H. Rhein. The greater part of his 
library, which is rich in materials relating to medical history, was bequeathed 
to the College of Physicians in Philadelphia. 


RICHARD HARRISON SHRYOCK 
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